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Introduction	to	
2Corinthians	
How	quickly	things	change!	
	
Paul's	relationship	with	the	Corinthian	
congregation	has	deteriorated.	Other	
evangelists	have	entered	the	church	Paul	
founded	and	have	been	actively	at	work	
undermining	confidence	of	the	Corinthians	in	
Paul.		In	2Corinthians,	the	apostle	seeks	to	
rebuild	his	relationship	with	the	Corinthians,	
to	defend	his	own	integrity	as	a	trustworthy	
and	competent	servant	of	Messiah,	and	to	
refute	what	he	perceives	as	the	claims	by	
other	evangelists	of	background	and	gifts	that	
are	superior	to	his	own.	Paul	makes	extensive	
use	of	his	autobiography,	writing	both	about	
his	hardships,	dedication	to	them	and	the	
faith,	and	his	mystical	experience.	His	tone	
changes	dramatically	throughout	this	letter,	
shifting	from	well-reasoned	argument,	to	
appeals	for	affection,	to	attacks	on	opponents.	
Because	of	frequent	changes	in	topic	in	the	
manuscript,	many	interpreters	believe	that	
what	we	call	2Corinthians	is	actually	a	
combination	of	multiple	letters	from	Paul	to	
the	Corinthian	church.	
	
Paul	is	Genuinely	Concerned	About	
Losing	the	Trust	of	the	Corinthians	
	
This	second	letter	to	the	Corinthians	identifies	
Paul	and	Timothy	as	the	letter's	senders.		(The	
church	historians	Polycarp,	Irenaeus,	Clement,	
and	Marcion	all	testify	to	this	as	well.)		There	
is	no	reason	to	doubt	that	this	letter	is	from	

Paul	himself,	and	the	heart	of	the	apostle	is	
laid	bare.		After	Paul	had	left	Corinth	and	was	
living	and	working	in	Ephesus	(1Corinthians	
16:8),	he	wrote	1Corinthians.		Paul	writes	
2Corinthians	in	order	to	shore	up	a	
threatened	relationship	with	the	Corinthians	
as	they	are	currently	hosting	teachers	who	
disparage	Paul.		He	urges	them	to	remain	loyal	
to	Christ,	to	Paul’s	his	halacha,	and	to	the	
gospel	he	preached	to	them.	
	
All	Of	This,	So	Soon?	
	
Parents	who	watch	over	their	young	children	
know	how	quickly	impressionable	they	are	by	
new	friends.		The	more	impressive	the	friend,	
and	the	more	fascinated	the	children	are	with	
the	gifts	and	talents	the	new	friends	bring,	the	
quicker	things	can	change.		Corinth	was	
fascinated	by	spiritual	gifts.		Corinth	was	
quickly	smitten	by	charismatic	individuals.		
So,	it	was	not	long	after	Paul	had	departed	
from	Corinth	to	Ephesus,	that	charismatic	
evangelists	entered,	prompting	1Corinthians,	
and	then	within	several	months	of	
1Corinthians,	Paul’s	second	letter	of	further	
concern	followed.	The	Corinthian	events	and	
letters	all	took	place	in	the	early	to	mid-50s.	
	
How	The	Letter	Came	About…	
	
Recall	that	Paul	had	planted	the	Corinthian	
church	during	his	second	missionary	journey	
(Acts	18:1-18).		Through	the	events	of	Acts	18,	
the	believing	assembly	in	Corinth	had	been	
established,	despite	the	objections	of	the	Jews	
in	the	local	synagogue.		It	is	cited	in	
1Corinthinas	18:12-17	that	objections	to	Paul	
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by	the	synagogue	brought	Paul	before	the	
Roman	proconsul	Gallio,	who	refused	to	hear	
the	case	as	the	complaints	against	Paul	were	
related	to	Jewish	religious	matters.		Since	
extrabiblical	sources	pin	Gallio	coming	to	
power	in	AD	51	and	Paul’s	departure	from	
Corinth	being	forced	by	AD	52,	he	sailed	to	
Ephesus,	staying	shortly	and	then	completing	
his	second	missionary	journey	by	departing	
for	Jerusalem.			
	
Shortly	after	his	departure	from	Corinth,	he	
heard	of	immorality	within	the	church	and	
wrote	a	letter	(since	lost)	confronting	them	
(1Corinthinas	5:9).			
	
He	set	out	on	a	third	missionary	journey	
which	took	him	to	Ephesus	in	AD	52.		There,	
he	wrote	1Corinthians	in	about	AD	55,	which	
addressed	reports	he	had	received	concerning	
divisions	among	them	(1Corinthians	10-17)	
as	well	as	other	issues	about	which	they	had	
written	him	for	clarification	(1Corinthians	
7:1).		Staying	in	Ephesus	a	bit	longer	
(1Corinthians	16:8-9),	he	sent	Timothy	back	
to	Corinth	(1Corinthians	4:17;	16:10-11)	and	
by	the	end	of	his	two-and-a-half	year	stay	in	
Ephesus	(Acts	19:8-10),	disturbing	news	of	
developments	in	Corinth	including	the	
appearance	of	false	teachers	(through	
Timothy?)	reached	Paul,	prompting	him	to	
temporarily	abandon	the	work	at	Ephesus	and	
return	to	Corinth	for	a	“painful	visit”	
(2Corinthians	2:1).		While	there,	he	was	
openly	insulted	(2Corinthians	2:5-8,	10;	7:12),	
causing	him	to	return	to	Ephesus	and	wrote	
what	is	referred	to	as	the	“severe	letter”	
(2Corinthians	2:4)	to	Corinth.		Soon	after,	a	

riot	broke	out	in	Ephesus	(Acts	19:23-20:1),	
causing	him	to	depart	to	meet	Titus	in	Troas.		
While	there,	he	could	not	minister	due	to	
concern	over	Corinth	and	the	severe	letter	he	
had	written	(2Corinthians	7:5-16).	But	a	
report	came	to	him	through	Titus	that	Corinth	
had	repented	and	had	come	to	trust	him	and	
his	teachings	over	others.		Apparently	
knowing	there	was	still	room	for	dissent,	he	
wrote	2Corinthians	in	AD	56	from	
Macedonia	(possibly	Philippi).		He	then	visits	
Corinth	for	a	third	visit	(2Corinthians	12:14;	
13:1-2)	and	takes	up	a	successful	collection	
for	the	poor	in	Jerusalem	(Romans	15:26).	
	
Summary	of	synoptic	verses	in	Acts:	
	
Acts	18:1	Paul	visits	and	plants	the	church	
in	Corinth	during	his	second	missionary	
journey.	
	
Acts	19:7	Paul	writes	1Corinthians	to	settle	
divisions	partly	stemming	from	differences	
about	mode	of	baptism	(1Corinthains	1:10-
17)	during	his	third	missionary	journey.	
	
Acts	19:21	Paul	visits	Corinth	(“Achaia”),	
likely	the	“painful	visit”	of	2Corinthians	2:1.	
	
Acts	19:22	Paul	writes	a	“severe	letter”	to	
Corinth	after	they	reject	him	in	favor	of	other	
teachers	after	he	returns	to	Ephesus	and	
before	the	riot	of	Demitrius.	
	
Acts	19:41	After	departing	Ephesus	after	the	
riot,	Paul	goes	towards	Troas	and	writes	
2Corinthians,	possibly	in	
Macedonia/Philippi.	
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Acts	20:2	Paul	returns	a	for	a	final	visit	to	
Corinth	(“Greece”),	enjoying	the	restored	
relationship	with	them.	
	
“Don’t	Judge	Me”	
	
In	2Corinthians,	Paul	addresses	false	
doctrines	from	false	teachers	very	
aggressively.		Our	modern	church	is	very	close	
to	being	an	unchecked	free-for-all	from	a	
doctrinal	perspective.		Competing	theologies	
and	denominations,	variant	forms	of	worship	
and	syncretism	with	eastern	religions,	
secularism	and	other	worldly	ideas	abound.		
The	variety	of	teachings	that	were	infiltrating	
the	Corinthian	assembly	that	Paul	severely	
addressed,	and	the	teachers	he	concerns	
himself	about	in	2Corinthians	are	
comparatively	minor	when	looking	at	the	
variety	of	accepted	practices	we	see	in	
churches	today.		As	variant	teaching	entered	
the	Corinthian	church,	Paul	responded	
vigorously	in	order	to	maintain	a	standard	
Gospel	and	halacha	(practice	of	faith).		He	
displays	a	holy	intolerance	of	variety	way	
back	then,	whereas	a	new,	opposite	“holiness”	
in	the	church	today	has	developed	and	is	
defined	by	the	degree	of	tolerance	and	non-
judgmentalism	that	is	practiced	by	both	
leaders	and	members.			
	
What	would	Paul’s	letter	say	if	he	wrote	to	the	
church	today?		Would	he	be	condoning	or	
correcting,	condemning	or	encouraging?		Is	it	
proper	to	avoid	judgement	and	refrain	from	
expressing	concern	and	correction	according	
to	Paul’s	example?	

	
Topics	Addressed	in	2Corinthians	
	
2Corinthians	is	a	more	loosely	collected	letter	
on	various	topics.		It	contains	less	theology	
than	it	does	discussion	of	several	topics	of	
practice	and	conveyance	of	love.	
	
Several	helpful	directives	and	significant	
information	can	be	found	concerning	the	
following	
	

Ø Paul’s	ministry	intent	and	its	challenges	
Ø The	restoration	of	repentant	believers	
Ø How	to	deal	with	wayward	brethren	
Ø Tolerance	and	judgement,	boldness	and	

passivity	
Ø Charity	and	the	sharing	of	resources	

with	fellow	believers	
Ø Who	to	follow	and	who	to	avoid	
Ø How	to	deal	with	your	ministry	being	

rejected	by	others	
	
Commonly	cited	passages	in	2Corinthians:	
	

Ø Now	the	Lord	is	the	Spirit,	and	where	the	
Spirit	of	the	Lord	is,	there	is	liberty.	
(3:17)	

Ø We	are	afflicted	in	every	way,	but	
not	crushed;	perplexed,	but	not	
despairing;	persecuted,	but	
not	forsaken;	struck	down,	but	not	
destroyed.	(4:8-9)	

Ø Therefore,	we	do	not	lose	heart,	but	
though	our	outer	man	is	decaying,	yet	
our	inner	man	is	being	renewed	day	by	
day.	(4:16)	

Ø For	we	walk	by	faith,	not	by	sight.	(5:7)	
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Ø Therefore,	if	anyone	is	in	Christ,	he	is	a	
new	creature;	the	old	things	passed	
away;	behold,	new	things	have	come.	
(5:17)	

Ø Thanks	be	to	God	for	His	
indescribable	gift!	(9:15)	

Ø there	was	given	me	a	thorn	in	the	flesh,	
a	messenger	of	Satan	to	torment	me—
to	keep	me	from	exalting	
myself!	Concerning	this	I	implored	the	
Lord	three	times	that	it	might	leave	
me.	And	He	has	said	to	me,	“My	grace	is	
sufficient	for	you,	for	power	is	perfected	
in	weakness.”	(12:7-9)	

	
Second	Corinthians	may	be	divided	as	follows:	
	

Chapters	1	through	7:	
• Personal	greeting	and	testimony	
• A	grand	defense	of	Paul’s	life	and	

ministry	
	
Chapters	8	through	9:	
• The	call	to	a	ministry	of	charity	
• Plea	for	devotion	and	a	collection	to	

be	taken	for	the	Jerusalem	
believers	

	
Chapters	10	through	13:	
• A	heated	defense	against	opponent	

teachers	that	have	infiltrated	the	
Corinthian	fellowship	and	opposed	
Paul	
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2CORINTHIANS 1 

Comfort Trumps Persecution 
2Corinthians begins with Paul admonishing the 
Corinthian assembly with a mixture of 
encouragement to stay the course of accepting 
the truth he has delivered to them and an 
admission that he has received (and they may 
receive?) hardship for choosing to support his 
teachings.  He points out, however, that he has 
received God’s comfort along the way as others 
have rejected his message and that they may 
receive similar treatment from others requiring 
God’s comfort and deliverance if they follow his 
teaching and do not concede to the false teachers 
and pressures around them.   

As the letter opens, Paul may have had in mind 
the comfort spoken to by Isaiah that foreshadows 
the assembly and the comfort Messiah brings to 
those who turn to Him. 

40 “Comfort, O comfort My people,” 
says your God. 
2 “Speak kindly to Jerusalem; 
And call out to her, that her warfare has 
ended, 
That her iniquity has been removed, 
That she has received of the Lord’s hand 
Double for all her sins.” 

3 A voice is calling, 
“Clear the way for the Lord in the 
wilderness; 
Make smooth in the desert a highway for 
our God. 
4 “Let every valley be lifted up, 

And every mountain and hill be made 
low; 
And let the rough ground become a plain, 
And the rugged terrain a broad valley; 
5 Then the glory of the Lord will be 
revealed, 
And all flesh will see it together; 
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
6 A voice says, “Call out.” 
Then he answered, “What shall I call 
out?” 
All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is 
like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
When the breath of the Lord blows upon 
it; 
Surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
But the word of our God stands forever. 

9 Get yourself up on a high mountain, 
O Zion, bearer of good news, 
Lift up your voice mightily, 
O Jerusalem, bearer of good news; 
Lift it up, do not fear. 
Say to the cities of Judah, 
“Here is your God!” 

… 
11 Like a shepherd He will tend His flock, 
In His arm He will gather the lambs 
And carry them in His bosom; 
He will gently lead the nursing ewes. 

These verses speak of the importance of holding 
tight to God, of repentance and of His promise to 
sustain those who turn to Him and deliver them.  
Because we are called to do hard things as we 
follow God, things that are counter-cultural, 
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things that may cause offense, things however 
that are life-giving, persecution is inevitable.  
Yet if we keep our eyes fixed on the promises, 
He offers to support those who serve Him, 
choosing and living the truth becomes a more 
palatable decision. As we are faced with 
conceding to popular teachings or staying on 
course with Paul’s truth, we can recall a real-life 
example from our MBF Isaiah commentary,  

Sometimes the cure for an illness does 
some harm itself. Since the initiation of 
chemotherapy for cancer, this toxic cure 
has been both celebrated and feared. 
While the cancer can be eradicated, the 
experience of taking the drug is 
harrowing. The value of enduring the 
treatment is to restore a healthy life to the 
patient. The possibility for new life 
without going through such difficulty 
does not exist.  

For the Corinthian believers, comfort was needed 
if they were to stay with Paul and reject false 
teachers.  Consider the reception we may receive 
from some if we preach as Isaiah 40 teaches us, 

6 A voice says, “Call out.” 
Then he answered, “What shall I call 
out?” 
All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is 
like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
When the breath of the Lord blows upon 
it; 
Surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
But the word of our God stands forever. 

Paul’s truth was important, and staying on the 
right path would require the Corinthians to know 
that God’s promise of comfort is available as 
they seek to endure criticism and rejection. 

Verse by verse footnotes: 

v. 1-2 Paul uses Greek terms in this opening that 
identify the Corinthian believers with the terms 
used in the Greek translation of the Hebrew 
Scriptures (the “LXX” or “Septuagint”) for 
Israel.  In doing so, he is likening both Jew and 
Gentile believers in Yeshua (Jesus) to the 
commonwealth body of God’s people throughout 
the Scriptures.  Examples include, 

• “brother” Greek adelphos, parallel 
Hebrew ach – used in the Tanakh for 
fellow countryman 

• “saints” (Gk. hagios; parallel Heb root. 
Kdsh) indicating something or someone 
set apart as special for service to God. 

In verse 2, possibly to make a point theologically 
and confront those who may deny the divinity of 
Messiah, he forms a blessing and uses 

• “Lord” (Gk. Kurios; parallel Heb. 
YHVH) indicating the divine nature of 
Messiah Yeshua.  While kurios can be a 
title, its use in the LXX for the divine 
name of God is replete.  It is also 
important to note that the Roman 
emperor was “kurios” and denoting Jesus 
as Lord not only made waves with the 
Jews who see the parallel term of God the 
Father in the LXX, but with Romans who 
would see it as usurping the singular high 
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position of the emperor when it is placed 
as a descriptor of Messiah. 

V. 3-7 The God of comfort begs comparison to 
Isaiah 40, introduces God as paraclete—one who 
comes alongside.  This Greek term conveys the 
image of a helper, instructor, comforter and 
strengthener.  Believers who follow Messiah 
have been promised hardship.  Yet, they are also 
promised comfort, encouragement and 
consolation (παράκλησις) from the Father as is 
spoke of in the LXX Greek in Job 21:2, Psalm 
34:20, Isaiah 66:11 and Jeremiah 38:9.  As well, 
this same image of comforter is prophetically 
and directly attributed to Messiah in Isaiah and 
the Gospels.  Further, the Holy Spirit is 
described using the same Greek term 
παράκλησις. 

v. 8-11 One may assume the pressures on those 
faithful to Paul’s Gospel were facing pressures 
and trials.  Trade guilds would exclude those 
outside their circle of beliefs, factions would 
form both socially and religiously quite naturally 
in Corinthian culture (see Witherington, B. 
(2012) A Week in the Life of Corinth. IVP 
Academic).  Paul shares his trials here to give 
comparative hope to those under pressure.  As 
well, he points out that circumstances beyond 
our ability are the only invariable faith-builders.  
If you cannot explain how you were delivered, 
God becomes most visible, and your belief in 
Him as helper and savior progresses. 

Finally, verse 11 mentions the encouragement to 
what seems to be group prayer.  Not only is this 
consistent with the set-time prayers of Israel and 
the believers (see Acts 3:1) but it also provides a 
helpful forum for the sharing of circumstances 

from which God has delivered individuals.  Such 
a forum builds the faith of each individual 
participating.   

Prayer meetings at Marion Bible Fellowship are 
scheduled for just such purposes as well.   

The parallel gathering prescribed in the Torah 
included a special peace offering called the 
thanksgiving offering (Leviticus 7:11-18).  
Herein, the one who wished to thank God for a 
blessing or deliverance would offer a whole 
animal, assumed to be too large for the family to 
eat, and would be commanded to eat it all in a 
short time, necessitating the inviting of friends 
who may hypothetically ask, “What brings this 
occasion of thanksgiving to the Lord?”  Our 
celebration of American Thanksgiving holiday 
used to be much the same when it was done in 
recognition of God’s mercy, comfort and 
faithfulness to us. 

V.12-14 Paul now directs his words squarely to 
those who have accepted his first letter.  The 
recipients and intended audience of 2Corinthinas 
are those who accepted 1Corinthians instructions 
and criticism. 

13 For we write nothing else to you than 
what you read and understand, and I 
hope you will understand until the 
end; 14 just as you also partially did 
understand us, that we are your reason to 
be proud as you also are ours 

v. 15-23 Here Paul evidently addresses criticism 
here to the effect he promised to come to Corinth 
and then did not.  Instead, both here and in 
chapter 2, 7 and 8, he will cite the situation that 
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demanded he alter his plans due to developments 
in their congregation that caused him to shift the 
timing of his visit with them. 

Vacillating preachers and teaches were popularly 
criticized in Corinthian culture.  This was likely 
the reason some of Paul’s opponents raised the 
concern about the reliability of his statements, 
maybe even carrying that forward to question the 
truth of his message.  That may have been the 
reason Paul shifts his defense to his teaching in 
verses 17-22.  In essence, this section says, 
“many say, ‘How can you trust this vacillator 
who promised to visit and then did not show 
up?”  But I did not vacillate on my promise.  
Instead, the condition you Corinthians created by 
rejecting me altered my plans (see v. 23 and 
chapter 2 as he embellishes more on his reason 
for delaying his trip).  As to my message, I have 
not vacillated, and in fact the same consistent 
message has been presented by myself, Timothy 
and Silvanus.”  Paul essentially takes on the 
charge of vacillating on his promises to visit 
them as well as the extended charge of his 
message being untrustworthy (the intent of his 
critics calling him a vacillator). 

v. 24 Paul knows as we do, that you cannot force 
belief in others.  Instead, when a brother wanders 
or is deceived, a friend brings them back with 
reproof or rebuke.  In such a way, both may 
enjoy the blessings of God.  Paul’s words for this 
are that he is a, “worker with you for your joy.” 

Parallels to this same concept include, 

“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him 
his fault, between you and him alone. If he 

listens to you, you have gained your brother.” 
(Matthew 18:15) 

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any 
transgression, you who are spiritual should 
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. (Galatians 
6:1) 

Do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as 
a brother. (2Thessalonians 3:15) 

My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from 
the truth and someone brings him back, let him 
know that whoever brings back a sinner from his 
wandering will save his soul from death and will 
cover a multitude of sins. (James 5:19-20) 

7 “Now as for you, son of man, I have appointed 
you a watchman for the house of Israel; so you 
will hear a message from My mouth and give 
them warning from Me. 8 When I say to the 
wicked, ‘O wicked man, you will surely die,’ and 
you do not speak to warn the wicked from his 
way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity, 
but his blood I will require from your hand. 9 But 
if you on your part warn a wicked man to turn 
from his way and he does not turn from his way, 
he will die in his iniquity, but you have delivered 
your life.” (Ezekiel 33:7-12) 

“You shall not hate your brother in your heart, 
but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, 
lest you incur sin because of him.” (Leviticus 
19:17) 

Let a righteous man strike me—it is a kindness; 
let him rebuke me—it is oil for my head; let my 
head not refuse it.  (Psalm 141:5) 
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2CORINTHIANS 2 

Struggling to Live the Greatest 
Commandment 

There are a lot of situations in life that are not 
pleasant.  In today’s world, unpleasantness is 
avoided at all costs.  Being pleasant and 
assuming all is well, being courteous and 
overlooking issues of concern is promoted.  
Criticism and creating an unpleasant situation are 
considered evil and hateful.  But this was not so 
for Paul in 2Corinthians 2. 

Sometime life requires speaking a corrective.  
Caring requires that you discuss and challenge an 
unpleasant norm somene is practicing.  To love 
your neighbor, one must care enough to bring up 
and challenge unpleasant things. 

Paul wants to convey this form of love of his 
friends in Corinth in this chapter.  His previous 
words to them were penned in love.  This was 
not clear enough to them in his previous letter or 
during his recent painful visit to them judging 
from his words here.  His intent was not to create 
sorrow or yell at them, instead it was to correct a 
situation from which he had fear for their well-
being. 

As you face or endure a rebuke, a correction, a 
challenge from a friend, or other unpleasant 
circumstance next time, turn back to 
2Corinthians 2 and consider Paul’s words.  
Examine the situation afresh and remove the 
offense you feel for a moment to consider what 
good your critic or the correction you are facing 

might hold.  Avoid assuming the worse of you 
accuser and give benefit of the doubt to the one 
who you are assuming dislikes you or who you 
are characterizing as meanspirited.  Consider this 
attitude that was in Paul’s heart and in the 
Psalmist’s heart who wrote, 

An honest answer is like a kiss on the 
lips. 

Proverbs 24:26 

Verse by verse footnotes: 

v. 1-5 Paul begins chapter to by taking on the 
critics who play off the fact that he has not 
returned as promised.  It could be that those who 
chose to support him were being criticized for 
following someone who wasn’t even present as 
were the other false teachers some had chosen to 
follow in Corinth.  In the verses that follow, it 
will also become apparent that his hard stance 
against sin being tolerated by the Corinthians as 
addressed in chapter 5 of his first letter has 
created some dissention against him.  He also 
wants then to understand the heart of his 
criticism.  It is not based on a desire to provoke 
sorrow or hatred, but instead was written in 
sorrow and with heartfelt concern.  A loving 
parent does not enjoy disciplining children, but 
instead does so with sorrow to provoke 
necessary change for the good of the child. 

v. 5-11 Paul uses his topic of sorrow now to shift 
the subject from himself and the Corinthians 
who have accepted his first letter to the brother 
who was spoken of in 1Corinthians 5, the one 
who was practicing sin and that the assembly 
was hosting.  Recall that a rebuke was given to 
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them by Paul to remove sin by expelling the 
sinful members if it be necessary in order to 
provoke repentance in them.  This evidently was 
done and had produced a rejection of Paul by 
some in the assembly.  Judging from Paul’s self-
defense here, some Corinthians must have felt 
Paul was mean-spirited to advise the assembly to 
expel the immoral brother as he advised.  So, 
here Paul writes to restore the brother spoken of 
in 1Corinthians 5. 

What has changed?  Has Paul back peddled so 
that he can regain the Corinthian assembly’s 
favor?  By no means.  The one expelled has done 
just as he had hoped:  He has repented and now 
requires fresh consideration.  Restoration is in 
order.  The lost sheep has returned, and all sense 
of rejection should be removed.  The original 
hard stance that evidently led to some of Paul’s 
rejection by the Corinthians now becomes an 
equally hard stance to restore the brother who 
has repented.  He elevates his argument to 
restore the repentant brother by evoking the title 
of Messiah as the basis for his argument and 
insinuates that unforgiveness would be of Satan. 

Later, Paul will write similarly, 

8 For though I caused you sorrow by my 
letter, I do not regret it; though I did 
regret it—for I see that that letter caused 
you sorrow, though only for a while— 9 I 
now rejoice, not that you were made 
sorrowful, but that you were made 
sorrowful to the point of repentance; for 
you were made sorrowful according 
to the will of God, so that you might not 
suffer loss in anything through us. 10 For 
the sorrow that is according to the will 

of God produces a repentance without 
regret, leading to salvation, but the 
sorrow of the world produces death. 

2Corinthians 7:8-10 

v. 12-13 A brief defense and answering of critics 
is given here where Paul reviews the reason for 
him not yet visiting them a third time as 
promised.  Recall that vacillating on promises 
was a character in leaders that was used by 
Paul’s critics to demean his character and 
trustworthiness, even to the point of his critics 
using the fact that he had not yet returned as 
promised to also say that his message is not 
worthy of consideration because he was a 
promise-breaker.  Paul gives some context and 
reason for his delay in coming here.  He has not 
broken his word, but has rather been delayed.  
He had received the good news of their 
compliance to his first letter (the “open door” of 
their acceptance of his letter referred to here and 
in 1Corinthians 16:9), and to the sinful brother’s 
repentance through Titus (see 2Corinthians 7:5-
16 for more context).  The shortest route back to 
visit them was to go from Ephesians to Troas 
(Alexandria Troas), a port in Asia minor leading 
first to Philippi in Macedonia.  One would then 
take the westward road and turn south into 
Greece to arrive at Corinth.  So, he is essentially 
saying that he delayed his journey to them due to 
their rejection of him and then set out to visit 
after receiving the “open door” of his acceptance 
of his letter.  Verse 13 indicates that he was 
searching for Titus, possibly to talk with him 
personally, along this route to Corinth, but 
needed to abandon his search for a direct word 
from Titus and accept Titus’ letter to him as 
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proof enough that he would be welcomed in 
Corinth if he visited. 

v. 14-17 Here Paul references the Corinthian’s 
acceptance of him as a determining factor of 
whether they are in a “living” or “dying” group.  
No mincing of words here, and no shirking from 
casting away his critics and rejectors, Paul 
begins this section by alluding to the triumphal 
processions typical of Roman victory parades 
wherein the victors are exalted and the defeated 
are humiliated.  Further, Paul creates a second 
contrast to drive home the same point, separating 
those accepting him, or as he puts it, finding his 
message a “sweet aroma,” as those who are in 
Christ, while those who reject him, or as he puts 
it, finding his message to be “the stench of 
death,” as those who are not in Christ, not saved. 

Why might Paul feel confident in his judgement 
of other teachers and the ways they are teaching 
to the point of essentially excluding them from 
salvation? The end of verse 16 may be Paul’s 
way of phrasing jus this question to the reader, 
“And who is adequate for these things?”  It may 
also be Paul’s way of saying, “Why can I say 
such things against my accusers, and what makes 
one adequate to claim such?” Verse 17 follows 
by citing the fact that he is faithfully teaching by 
the Scriptures where others corrupt the 
Scriptures for the sake of their arguments.  We 
find this same truth when a modern preacher 
charismatically pulls a verse from text and 
begins then to speak as they wish, leaving the 
context behind and presenting a message that 
eventually leads to multiple conflicts with other 
Scripture as they go.  Such preaching leads 
followers away from God while sounding sweet 
and nice. 

As you consider the previous admonition to 
humbly consider correction when it comes, recall 
the following verses to help you allow input by 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  Examine advice 
carefully, but know that considering a corrective 
word, like the word Paul gave to the Corinthians, 
does not mean you accept it, but comparing it to 
Scripture and considering its acceptance my 
bring you closer to Christ. 

Hebrews 12:11 
For the moment all discipline seems painful 
rather than pleasant, but later it yields the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have 
been trained by it. 

Proverbs 15:32 
Whoever ignores instruction despises himself, 
but he who listens to reproof gains intelligence. 

Proverbs 12:1 
Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but 
he who hates reproof is stupid. 

Galatians 6:1 
Brothers, if anyone is caught in any 
transgression, you who are spiritual should 
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch 
on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 

Hebrews 12:6 
For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and 
chastises every son whom he receives. 

Job 5:17 
Behold, blessed is the one whom God reproves; 
therefore despise not the discipline of the 
Almighty. 
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Proverbs 1:7 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge; fools despise wisdom and 
instruction. 

Proverbs 10:17 
Whoever heeds instruction is on the path to life, 
but he who rejects reproof leads others astray. 

Whichever advisor lines up with Scripture 
should be the one you accept: 

2 Timothy 3:16 
All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness. 

2 Timothy 4:2 
Preach the word; be ready in season and out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with 
complete patience and teaching. 

Hebrews 4:12 
For the word of God is living and active, sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing to the 
division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of 
marrow, and discerning the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. 

Proverbs 6:23 
For the commandment is a lamp and the teaching 
a light, and the reproofs of discipline are the way 
of life. 

Psalm 94:12 
Blessed is the man whom you discipline, O Lord, 
and whom you teach out of your law. 

 

Children are to be trained: 

Proverbs 13:24 
Whoever spares the rod hates his son, but he who 
loves him is diligent to discipline him. 

Proverbs 29:15 
The rod and reproof give wisdom, but a child left 
to himself brings shame to his mother. 

Proverbs 22:15 
Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the 
rod of discipline drives it far from him. 

Proverbs 23:13 
Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you 
strike him with a rod, he will not die. 

Proverbs 29:17 
Discipline your son, and he will give you rest; he 
will give delight to your heart. 

And so are we: 

Proverbs 3:12 
For the Lord reproves him whom he loves, as a 
father the son in whom he delights. 

Proverbs 8:33 
Hear instruction and be wise, and do not neglect 
it. 

Revelation 3:19 
“Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so 
be zealous and repent.” 


