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 III. Christology 
 
 After theology proper, the next section in A Reader’s Digest Approach to 
Theology is Christology. More than any other area of doctrine, this one has 
generated the most diverse interpretations, and a religious group’s stance on this 
subject is often the main determinant to its orthodoxy. The more a group deviates 
from what the Bible says about Jesus, the less likely it is to be Christian. 
 As in theology, we will divide the material into who Jesus is and what he does, 
comparing what others say with what the scriptures say. Again, we begin with at 
least one presupposition, an assumption that might not be appropriate in a non-
church or in an apologetics setting: the historicity of Jesus. Because we agree on 
the reliability of the text, we will not spend time establishing whether or not he was 
a real person. 
 

************ 
 

 

 
 
WWN: “Jesus Christ in Three-Cheese Pizza” (Vann 2011a) 
 BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA – Jesus appeared in a three-cheese pizza at Posh 
Pizza in New Farm…. The slice has been put on eBay, and as of this morning 
bidding was up to $65….  Posh Pizza’s Maree Phelan said her pizza oven was 
seemingly blessed with the presence of Jesus Christ, who chose a three-cheese 
pizza as his medium…. It’s already proven a good luck charm. After discovering 
it, the owner of the store parked in a loading zone and didn’t get a parking ticket…. 
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WWN: “Lego Jesus Statue” (Floori 2009a) 
 STOCKHOLM – This year’s Easter was a special one for the Oensta Gryta 
Church in Sweden: they unveiled a life-sized Lego statue of Jesus! The 5.8 foot 
high statue was unveiled at the beginning of Sunday mass yesterday at the church. 
Made up of 30,000 Lego pieces donated by churchgoers, the statue was 
constructed by 40 volunteers over the past year and a half…. It is modeled on 
Danish sculptor Bertel Thorvaldsen’s 19th century work Christus, which depicts 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 

************ 
 

Query: What do others believe about Jesus’ deity? 
 Actually, there are few today who deny the historicity of Jesus, but there are 
many who deny other aspects of his life or ministry. Consider the following 
statements. 
 • Jehovah’s Witnesses (= Arianism, 4th c.) 
 • “…he was a mighty one, although not almighty as Jehovah God is…. 
   “Who ran the universe during the three days that Jesus was dead and 

in the grave…If Jesus was God, then during Jesus’ death God was dead 
and in the grave…Therefore, if Jesus was the immortal God, he could 
not have died.” (Watchtower 1952:32, 109) 

 • Unification Church 
 • “…many Christians have hitherto believed that Jesus is God Himself, 

the Creator… Jesus…may be called a second God (image of God), but 
he can by no means be God Himself. It is true that he who has seen 
Jesus has seen God (John 14:9-10); but Jesus did not say this to indicate 
that he was God Himself. 

   “Jesus, on earth, was a man no different from us except for the fact 
that he was without original sin.…Jesus is not God Himself.” (Moon 
1973:210-211, 212) 
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These statements deny the deity of Jesus.1 Does it really matter? If we agree on 
other aspects of Christ, why is it also necessary to acknowledge that Jesus is God? 
…Theologians offer many reasons (e.g., only God is perfect, and only a perfect 
sacrifice can atone for man’s sin), but the bottom line has to do with authority. 
What does the source of our understanding about God (i.e., the Bible) teach 
concerning the deity of Christ? 
 

 A. The nature of Christ 
 1. Jesus is God.2 
 • He claims to be the equal of God.3 
 • John 5:16 So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, 

the Jews persecuted him. 17 Jesus said to them, "My Father is always 
at his work to this very day, and I, too, am working." 18 For this 
reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him; not only was he 
breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, 
making himself equal with God.4 

 • John 8:56 Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my 
day; he saw it and was glad." 57 "You are not yet fifty years old," the 
Jews said to him, "and you have seen Abraham!" 58 "I tell you the 
truth," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, I am!" 59 At this, 
they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping 
away from the temple grounds.5 

 • John 10:30 I and the Father are one." 31 Again the Jews picked up 
stones to stone him, 32 but Jesus said to them, "I have shown you 
many great miracles from the Father. For which of these do you stone 
me?" 33 "We are not stoning you for any of these," replied the Jews, 
"but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God."6 

  NB: In all three cases, the authorities understood clearly Jesus’ 
claim (equality with God), which to them was blasphemy and 
punishable by stoning. 

 • He claims to have the authority of God.7 
 • To pardon sin—Mark 2:10 But that you may know that the Son of 

Man has authority on earth to forgive sins…" He said to the paralytic,8 
 • To grant life—John 5:21 For just as the Father raises the dead and 

gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to 
give it.9 

 • He claims to possess the attributes of God.10 
 • Omnipresence—Matt 18:20 For where two or three come together in 

my name, there am I with them.11 
 • Holiness—John 8:46a Can any of you prove me guilty of sin?12 
 • He claims to have the integrity of God. 
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 • John 14:1 Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also 
in me. 

 • Others affirm that he is God.13 
 • John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 
 • John 20:28 [When he appeared to Thomas after the resurrection] 

Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!" 
 • Phil 2:6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with 

God something to be grasped, 
 • Heb 1:3a The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact 

representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. 
 
Query: What do others believe about Jesus’ humanity? 
 The statements of Jesus and the testimony of his closest followers make clear 
the claim that he is God.14 We may now ask: Was he also human? It seems 
unlikely, especially in light of Moses’ explicit denial in Num 23:19 (cf. 1 Sam 
15:29) that “God is not a man.” Furthermore, Jesus himself says that “God is 
spirit” (1 John 4:24) and that “a spirit does not have flesh and bones” (Luke 
24:39). The problem has led some who accept Jesus’ deity to deny his humanity 
and to concoct fanciful solutions for this apparent discrepancy. Consider the 
following statements. 
 • Christian Science 
 • “Jesus is the human man, and Christ is the divine idea.” (Eddy 

1906:473.15) 
 • “Jesus...was not Christ.” (Eddy 1924:84) 
 • Liberalism 
 • “Perhaps it is sufficient to say that the Jesus of history actually created 

the Christ of faith in the life of the early church, and that his historical 
life is related to the transcendent Christ as a final and ultimate symbol 
of a relation which prophetic religion sees between all life and history 
and the transcendent.” (Niebuhr 1935:120, quoted in Van Baalen 
1962:330) 

As you can see, attempts to reconcile Jesus’ deity with his humanity usually 
involve a vague, mystical separation of the person Jesus from his position as the 
messiah. How can Jesus be both God and man? The answer is—I do not know. 
What I do know is that the NT writers, rather than explaining it, take it for granted. 
 

************ 
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WWN: “Jesus Had a Wife: She Looked Like Oprah” (Lake 2012e) 
 A Colgate College historian has identified a faded, fourth-century scrap of 
papyrus he calls “Jesus’s Wife’s Diary.” One line of the torn fragment of text 
purportedly reads: “Jesus said to them, ‘My wife is beautiful.’” The finding was 
announced to the public by Jenny Bracken a historian of early Christianity, author 
of several books about new Gospel discoveries and the Hollis professor of divinity 
at Colgate Divinity School. Bracken first examined the privately owned fragment 
in 2011, and has since been studying it with the help of a small group of scholars. 
 The parchment also described Jesus’s wife and… after artists made a drawing 
of the woman [she] looked exactly like Oprah Winfrey. “They could be 
twins,” Bracken said…. Questions about the fragment abound, but scholars say it 
will…reignite several old debates: Was Jesus married? If so, is Oprah the first wife 
reincarnated? …Oprah was not available for comment, but she did tell WWN that 
she always felt she was Jesus’s wife. “I feel holy. I am holy. May the Lord be with 
you.” 
 

************ 
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 2. Jesus is man. 
 • He took human form (incarnation).15 
 • John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 

We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 • Phil 2:6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with 
God something to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the 
very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 

 • Heb 2:14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in 
their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds 
the power of death—that is, the devil…. 17 For this reason he had to 
be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become 
a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might 
make atonement for the sins of the people. 

 • He accepted human limitations.16 
 • Ignorance—Mark 13:32 "No one knows about that day or hour, not 

even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.17 
 • Comp Col 2:3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 

knowledge. 
 • Humility—John 14:28 "You heard me say, 'I am going away and I am 

coming back to you.' If you loved me, you would be glad that I am 
going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 18 

 • Comp John 10:30 I and the Father are one." 
 • Submission—Matt 26:39b My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be 

taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.19 
 • Comp Phil 2:8 And being found in appearance as a man, he 

humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a 
cross! 

 • He experienced human frailty. 
 • Temptation—Matt 4:1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert 

to be tempted by the devil.20 
 • Hunger—Matt 4:2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was 

hungry.21 
 • Fatigue—John 4:6 Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was 

from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. 
 • Thirst—John 19:28 Later, knowing that all was now completed, and 

so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, "I am thirsty." 
 • Loneliness—Matt 27:46 About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud 

voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"—which means, "My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?"  

 • Death—Matt 27:50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud 
voice, he gave up his spirit.22 
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 However difficult it may be for us to comprehend,23 the NT clearly indicates 
that Jesus was human, and it makes no separation between the person of Jesus and 
the position of the messiah. In fact, John condemns such a distinction as a ploy of 
the opposition. 

2 John 7 Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, 
have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist. 

 
What to remember: Whether or not we understand how such a thing is possible, the 
NT clearly teaches that Jesus is both God and man. His deity makes him worthy of 
our devotion, and his humanity identifies him with our condition. 
 

************ 
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 Last time, we looked at the nature of Jesus, how he is the confluence of deity 
and humanity, of God’s becoming man. Why did he do it? What was he trying to 
accomplish with this unprecedented action, especially in view of the fact that it led 
to his execution? 
 
Query: What do others believe about Jesus’ activity? 
 As with every other aspect of Jesus’ life and death, his mission has generated 
many explanations.24 Consider the following examples about his work. 
 • Christian Science: He came to demonstrate God’s goodness. 
 • “The efficacy of the crucifixion lay in the practical affection and 

goodness it demonstrated for mankind.” (Eddy 1906:24.27) 
 • Jehovah’s Witnesses: He came to vindicate God’s sovereignty. 
 • “…the primary purpose for which he came to earth [was] to bear 

witness to God’s kingdom which will vindicate the sovereignty and 
holy name of Jehovah God.” (Watchtower 1952:37) 

 • Unification Church: He came to procreate a sinless race. 
 • “Jesus was the second Adam. It was God’s will for him to be blessed in 

heavenly matrimony with the second Eve, his restored bride. God 
intended him to bring forth upon this earth his own sinless children. 
Then Jesus and his bride would have become the True Parents for 
mankind. And all mankind would have found life by grafting onto 
them.” (Moon 1974:28) 

 • “…Jesus knew he could not fulfill the purpose of his advent as the 
Messiah through redemption by the cross…. We, therefore, must realize 
that Jesus did not come to die on the cross.” (Moon 1973:142-143) 

It is significant that each of these reasons for the incarnation either implies or 
asserts that Jesus did not come (primarily or at all) to die for man’s sin. The Bible 
makes quite clear, though: He came for that very reason. 
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 B. The work of Christ25 
 1. Past: Jesus came to provide atonement. 
 • He said he had to die.26 
 • Matt 16:21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples 

that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of 
the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be 
killed and on the third day be raised to life. 

 • He said he came to redeem.27 
 • Mark 10:45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. 
 • He said he acted voluntarily.28 
 • John 10:18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 

accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up 
again. This command I received from my Father." 

 • Others affirm that he came to provide atonement. 
 • Gal 1:4 who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present 

evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 
 • Rom 3:25 God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith 

in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his 
forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished—
26 he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be 
just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.29 

 • Heb 9:12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; 
but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, 
having obtained eternal redemption.30 

 
 Jesus’ ministry consisted of more than just his death. His years of instruction 
and the example he set are both important aspects of his work, but it all culminated 
in the atonement he accomplished on the cross. In death, he did what no other 
teacher, however effective, ever did for his followers: He reconciled them to God. 
 
Query: What are in the results of Jesus’ death and his resurrection? 
 It is the repeated testimony of scripture that through Jesus’ vicarious atonement 
on the cross, believers receive forgiveness for their sin.31 

Eph 1:7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in 
accordance with the riches of God’s grace 

This benefit extends to all who were committed to God in life, even to those who 
died before the messiah’s advent, because God had ordained Jesus’ sacrifice before 
sin entered the world.32 

Rom 3:25b He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left 
the sins committed beforehand unpunished 
1 Pet 1:20 He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these 
last times for your sake.  
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As all those who die go to a place of comfort or torment, according to their conduct 
in life, Jesus’ sacrifice seems merely to confirm their status as forgiven or 
forsaken. Why, then, did God raise him from the dead? What is the advantage of 
his (and our) resurrection?33 
 From the perspective of the living, as it appears to us, the dead are asleep, and 
many passages use this metaphor.34 As such, there seems to be no distinction 
between the state of the righteous and the unrighteous, at least from the perspective 
of the living—both appear to be unconscious, unresponsive, and unfeeling.35 

Ps 13:3 Look on me and answer, O LORD my God. Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep 
in death;  

Out of sight, the dead are out of mind, for us and, we assume, for God.36  
Ps 88:5 I am set apart with the dead, like the slain who lie in the grave, whom you 
remember no more, who are cut off from your care.  

Nevertheless, God is not finished with those who are dead. Despite appearances, 
their state is not final, for death will not allow them to escape the last judgment.37 

Acts 10:42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead.  

Physical death does not mark the last of man’s existence. In fact, as other passages 
indicate, death does not even mark a lull in man’s existence. 
 When scripture describes the dead without metaphor, especially from the 
perspective of the dead themselves, they are conscious, responsive, and feeling. 
Moreover, there is a distinction between the states of the righteous and the 
unrighteous, the former being far more pleasant than the latter.38 

Luke 16:24 So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to 
dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.' 
25 “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good 
things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in 
agony. 

Despite this advantage, there is still a general dissatisfaction for the righteous at 
being dead. Perhaps the dissatisfaction is realizing the impermanence of life in this 
corporeal state and the incompleteness of life with no corporeal state.39 In fact, the 
intermediate state is not considered life; only the resurrection has that 
designation.40 

John 5:21a …the Father raises the dead and gives them life…. 25 I tell you the truth, a 
time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God 
and those who hear will live.  

Hence, there must be a qualitative advance that makes the next state, that of 
resurrection, preferable to the intermediate state. What added dimension of 
existence does a new body bring? 
 For the righteous, at least, the advantage cannot be that resurrection eliminates 
the isolation of the pre-resurrection state. Several passages make clear that the dead 
are with other righteous as well as with the messiah.41 
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Luke 16:23 In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, 
with Lazarus by his side. 
Luke 23:43 Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in 
paradise." 

Paul lists a number of improvements in the resurrection body. They are 
improvements over the mortal body, though, and not necessarily over the 
intermediate state.42 

1 Cor 15:42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is 
perishable, it is raised imperishable; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is 
sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44a it is sown a natural body, it is raised a 
spiritual body. 

Even so, Paul seems to say that to “be changed” from the intermediate state to the 
resurrected state is to “be changed” from what is “perishable” to what is 
“imperishable,” as if the intermediate state is not eternal and will eventually expire. 

1 Cor 15:51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be 
changed—52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 
will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  

Perhaps that is why the unrighteous also take part in the resurrection, so that their 
punishment may continue.43 
 What, then, is the advantage of resurrection for the righteous? There may 
actually be a number of benefits, such as becoming God’s children, experiencing 
God’s glory, receiving God’s inheritance, and serving God’s kingdom.44 Whatever 
the advantages, God has linked our resurrection (and its subsequent benefits) with 
Jesus’ resurrection.45 

Rom 6:5b …we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.  
By raising Jesus from the dead, God indicated that He is not finished with the dead. 
The intermediate state, however pleasant it may be for the righteous, does not 
include all God has for them. He intends more than their comfort—nothing less 
than their complete fulfillment. 
 
 We have considered what Jesus said about himself as well as what others said 
about him; but talk is cheap, and these are important matters not easy to understand 
or to accept: 
 • The joining of deity and humanity in the person of Jesus 
 • The supposition that this same Jesus is the means of reconciling us to God 
What proof is there that these things are so? 
 • We could appeal to fulfilled OT prophecy, the predictions of a coming 

messiah who would save God’s people.46 
 • We could also appeal to the miracles Jesus performed (acts in history 

without natural or historical cause), often in the presence of skeptics, 
things that only a legitimate representative of God could accomplish.47 
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 • The ultimate proof, however, is the one Jesus gave to the religious leaders 
of his day when they asked him to substantiate his authority: “Destroy this 
temple, and I will raise it again in three days” (John 2:19).48 

 
 So what has Jesus been doing since then? Has he just been sitting around in 
heaven (his session) waiting for us to join him? The Bible does not give as much 
information about the post-resurrection activity of Jesus as it does about his pre-
resurrection activity, but it does tell us a little about what happened then and about 
what Jesus has been doing for the past two millennia. 
 
 2. Present: Jesus lives to make intercession.49 
 • He has all authority.50 
 • Matt 28:18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven 

and on earth has been given to me. 
 • Eph 1:22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him 

to be head over everything for the church, 
 • He sits at God’s right hand.51 
 • Heb 10:12 But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice 

for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God. 
 • 1 Pet 3:22a who has gone into heaven and is at God's right hand…. 
 • He mediates as high priest.52 
 • Heb 7:25 Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to 

God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. 
 • 1 John 2:1 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not 

sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in 
our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the 
whole world. 

 
 Not only did God raise Jesus from the dead, He exalted him to a place of 
authority. The practical benefit for us is that, through Jesus, we have an advocate 
in the highest echelon of creation’s government, and the application of his one 
sacrifice is sufficient to secure forgiveness for all our sins. Had God stopped with 
Jesus’ resurrection or even with his ascension, that would have left a number of 
loose ends: 
 • Several unfulfilled promises to Israel 
 • An unresolved struggle with Satan 
 • The unending cycle of death and decay 
There is, however, a future aspect to Jesus’ ministry, a time when he will come 
back to tie up all the loose ends. 
 

************ 
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WWN: “Michelle Obama tells convention: Barack Is the Messiah!” (Lake 2012d) 
 Michelle Obama confirmed what many Democrats have believed for years 
[that] Barack Obama is Jesus reincarnated…. She spoke about her early life with 
her husband….  

At first, I thought it was just luck that Barack would always find a parking spot right in 
front of our apartment in Chicago, or that he always got every job he every wanted, or 
had people writing down everything he said…. I never thought anything of the fact that 
we always had wine in the house, but I never saw him buy a bottle. 

The First Lady went on to tell the delegates and Americans at home that Barack is 
…the same man he was back in 2008…. [He] can still heal the earth…and get a NYC cab 
on a rainy day, during rush hour…. Barack will lead Americans out of the wilderness, out 
of the Burning Bush that was left for him.  Barack will lead us to the promised land and 
part the Seas so he can put windmills on the floors of the oceans and power the world…. 

So, there you have it.  Barack Obama – the confirmed Messiah. 
 
 And then there is the headline: “The Anti-Christ Is Here!” 
 

 
 

************ 
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Query: What do others believe about Jesus’ return? 
 Some people distort or even deny his return. Here are just a few examples. 
 • Jehovah’s Witnesses: Jesus has returned spiritually. 
 • “The undefeatable purpose of Jehovah God to establish a righteous 

kingdom in these last days was fulfilled A.D. 1914.” (Watchtower 
1952:143) 

 • “Jesus Christ returns, not again as a human, but as a glorious spirit 
person.” (Watchtower 1952:196) 

 • “Some wrongfully expect a literal fulfillment of the symbolic 
statements of the Bible. Such hope to see the glorified Jesus come 
seated on a white cloud where every human eye will see him…Since no 
earthly men have ever seen or can see the Father, they will be unable to 
see the glorified Son…His return is recognized by the eyes of one's 
understanding.” (Watchtower 1952:197-198) 

 • Liberalism: Jesus is not returning. 
 • “I believe in victory of righteousness upon this earth, in the coming 

kingdom of God whereon Christ looking shall see of the travail of his 
soul and be satisfied, but I do not believe in the physical return of 
Jesus.” (Fosdick 1924:104, quoted in Van Baalen 1962:341) 

 • Unification Church: Jesus will be replaced. 
 • “…we can admit with no doubt that the Lord’s Second Advent will be 

realized by his birth in the flesh on earth.” (Moon 1973:512) 
 • “…the nation of the East where Christ will come again would be none 

other than Korea.” (Moon 1973:520) 
Jesus does not specify the date of his return, but he does assure us that he will 
come back53 and that there is a future aspect to his ministry. How does scripture 
describe that event? 
 
 3. Future: Jesus will return to reign. 
 • He will save fully.54 
 • Heb 9:28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of 

many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, 
but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. 

 • 1 Cor 15:22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made 
alive. 23 But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, 
when he comes, those who belong to him. 24 Then the end will 
come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after 
he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25 For he 
must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The 
last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
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 • He will restore Israel.55 
 • Mic 5:2 "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small 

among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who 
will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from 
ancient times." 3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the 
time when she who is in labor gives birth and the rest of his 
brothers return to join the Israelites. 4 He will stand and 
shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of 
the name of the LORD his God. And they will live securely, for 
then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. 

 • Luke 1:32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 
33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his 
kingdom will never end." 

 • He will rule forever.56 
 • Dan 7:13 "In my vision at night I looked, and there before me 

was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He 
approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. 
14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all 
peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His 
dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and 
his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. 

 • Luke 1:32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 
33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his 
kingdom will never end." 

 • He will judge the wicked (including Satan’s minions).57 
 • 2 Thess 1:8 He will punish those who do not know God and do 

not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will be punished 
with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the 
Lord and from the majesty of his power 10 on the day he comes 
to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all 
those who have believed. This includes you, because you 
believed our testimony to you. 

 • Rev 19:19 Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and 
their armies gathered together to make war against the rider on 
the horse and his army. 20 But the beast was captured, and with 
him the false prophet who had performed the miraculous signs 
on his behalf. With these signs he had deluded those who had 
received the mark of the beast and worshiped his image. The two 
of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 
21 The rest of them were killed with the sword that came out of 
the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged 
themselves on their flesh. 

  



A Reader’s Digest Approach to Theology 

III—16 

 • He will reward the faithful.58 
 • Matt 16:27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's 

glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person 
according to what he has done. 

 • 2 Tim 2:12 if we endure, we will also reign with him. If we 
disown him, he will also disown us; 

 
What to remember: The ministry Jesus commenced by making atonement at his 
first advent he continues now by his intercession and will culminate when he 
returns to reign. As believers in Jesus, we benefit from all three stages of his work. 
 
 It is fitting, therefore, that these advantages we enjoy should have a positive 
affect on the way we live. John says, “now we are children of God, and what we 
will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall 
be like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this hope in him 
purifies himself, just as he is pure” (1 John 3:2-3). 
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Endnotes 
 
                                         
1Others deny the humanity of Jesus. For early heresies, see Theology n. 15 and Christology n. 15. 
2Some add to this list that after walking on the water, Jesus does not refuse the disciples’ worship 
(Matt 14:33), which he stated earlier belongs properly to God alone (Matt 4:10). 

Matt 14:33 [T]hose who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of 
God." 
Matt 4:10 Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 'Worship the Lord your 
God, and serve him only.'" 

Such obeisance, however, is common from a subject to his king or from a servant to his lord or 
from a disciple to his rabbi and does not, by itself, denote deity. 

Matt 18:26 "The servant fell on his knees before [the king]. 'Be patient with me,' he begged, 
'and I will pay back everything.' 
b Ket 96a R Joshua b Levi [early 3rd c.] ruled: All manner of service that a slave must render 
to his master a student must render to his teacher…. 

Moreover, except for one instance (Matt 18:26), the NT uses “worship” (proskune÷w) only of 
God the Father, of Jesus, or of both, although the object in a few passages is unclear. The last 
does not apply in Paul’s epistles, where he consistently distinguishes between “God our Father” 
and “the Lord Jesus Christ,” (so probably Acts 17:23); in Hebrews, where the author refers to 
Jesus only as the Son; or in Revelation, where John refers to Jesus as the Lamb. 
 • Father 

Matt 4:9 [= Luke 4:7-8] "All this I will give you," he said, "if you will bow down and 
worship me." 10 Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 'Worship the 
Lord your God, and serve him only.' " 
John 4:21 Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the 
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do 
not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is 
coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his 
worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." 
Acts 17:23 For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even 
found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as 
something unknown I am going to proclaim to you. 
Acts 18:13 "This man," they charged, "is persuading the people to worship God in ways 
contrary to the law." 
Acts 24:11 You can easily verify that no more than twelve days ago I went up to Jerusalem to 
worship…. 14 However, I admit that I worship the God of our fathers as a follower of the 
Way, which they call a sect. I believe everything that agrees with the Law and that is written 
in the Prophets, 
Rom 1:25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created 
things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 
Rom 12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as 
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 
1 Cor 14:25 and the secrets of his heart will be laid bare. So he will fall down and worship 
God, exclaiming, "God is really among you!" 
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Phil 3:3 For it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of God, who 
glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh— 
2 Thess 2:4 He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is 
worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God's temple, proclaiming himself to be God. 
1 Tim 2:10 but with good deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God. 
Heb.12:28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be 
thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 
Rev 4:10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, and worship 
him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: 
Rev 7:11 All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four 
living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 
Rev 11:16 And the twenty-four elders, who were seated on their thrones before God, fell on 
their faces and worshiped God, 
Rev 14:7 He said in a loud voice, "Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his 
judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of 
water." 
Rev 19:4 The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, 
who was seated on the throne. And they cried: "Amen, Hallelujah!" 
Rev 19:10 At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, "Do not do it! I am a 
fellow servant with you and with your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship 
God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." 
Rev 22:8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and 
seen them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. 
9 But he said to me, "Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers the 
prophets and of all who keep the words of this book. Worship God!" 

 • Jesus 
Matt 2:2 and asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star 
in the east and have come to worship him…." 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go 
and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too 
may go and worship him…." 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother 
Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and 
presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 

NB: It is unlikely that Herod, who is not an observant Jew, uses proskune÷w as anything 
more than the respect one king might show to another, even one he deems superior in 
rank. 

Matt 14:33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son 
of God." 
Matt 28:9 Suddenly Jesus met them. "Greetings," he said. They came to him, clasped his feet 
and worshiped him…. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 
Luke 24:52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 
John 9:38 Then the man said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him. 
Heb.1:6 And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, "Let all God's 
angels worship him." 

 • Both 
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Rev 5:13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the 
sea, and all that is in them, singing: "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise 
and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!" 14 The four living creatures said, 
"Amen," and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

 • Ambiguous 
Acts 13:2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart 
for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." 
Rev 15:2b They held harps given them by God 3 and sang the song of Moses the servant of 
God and the song of the Lamb: "Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. 
Just and true are your ways, King of the ages. 4 Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring 
glory to your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before you, 
for your righteous acts have been revealed." 

3Other references to Jesus’ claim of equality with God include: 
John 14:9b Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the 
Father'? 

Passages that speak about Jesus’ pre-existence, although saying nothing about his deity, indicate 
that he is more than just a man. 

John 8:23 …"You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this 
world…. 58 "I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, I am!" 
John 17:5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before 
the world began…. 24 "Father…you loved me before the creation of the world. 

4The response of the Jewish authorities is entirely proper in light of God’s instructions. 
Deut 13:1 If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among you and announces to 
you a miraculous sign or wonder, 2 and if the sign or wonder of which he has spoken takes 
place, and he says, "Let us follow other gods" (gods you have not known) "and let us worship 
them," 3 you must not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer. The LORD your God is 
testing you to find out whether you love him with all your heart and with all your soul. 4 It is 
the LORD your God you must follow, and him you must revere. Keep his commands and 
obey him; serve him and hold fast to him. 5 That prophet or dreamer must be put to death, 
because he preached rebellion against the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt 
and redeemed you from the land of slavery; he has tried to turn you from the way the LORD 
your God commanded you to follow. You must purge the evil from among you. 

5The copula phrase “I am” (ėgw¿ ei˙mi) appears 49x in the NT (all references are from the NAS). 
While its use with a predicate nominative often has theological import, its use without the 
predicate nominative is invariably conventional, except in one passage (John 8:58), and we must 
not transfer that singular meaning to its use in other passages. 
 • 12x by various individuals (not Jesus) 
 • With a predicate nominative (6x) 

Matt 22:32a I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD 
OF JACOB. 
Matt 24:5 “For many will come in My name, saying,  ‘I am the Christ,’ and will mislead 
many.  
Luke 1:19b I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God….  
Acts 10:21b Behold, I am the one you are looking for; what is the reason for which you 
have come? 
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Acts 18:15b I am unwilling to be a judge of these matters.”  
Acts 22:3a I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia….  
Rev 1:8a “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God.  

 • Without a predicate nominative (6x) 
Matt 26:22 Being deeply grieved, they each one began to say to Him,  “Surely [it is] not 
I, Lord?”  
Matt 26:25a And Judas, who was betraying Him, said,  “Surely it is not I, Rabbi?”  
Mark 13:6 “Many will come in My name, saying,  ‘I am [He!]’ and will mislead many.  
Luke 21:8a …“See to it that you are not misled; for many will come in My name, saying,  
‘I am [He],’… 
John 9:9 Others were saying,  “This is he.” …He kept saying,  “I am the one.”  
Acts 26:29 I would wish to God…all who hear me this day, might become such as I 
am…. 

 • 36x by Jesus 
 • With a predicate nominative (23x) 

John 6:35a …“I am the bread of life; he who comes to me will not hunger….  
John 6:41b …He said, “I am the bread that came down out of heaven.”  
John 6:48 I am the bread of life.  
John 6:51a I am the living bread that came down out of heaven….  
John 8:12b I am the Light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in the 
darkness….  
John 8:21b …where I am going, you cannot come. 
John 10:7b …Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.  
John 10:9a-b I am the door; if anyone enters through me, he will be saved….  
John 10:11 I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  
John 10:14 “I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me,  
John 11:25 …I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me will live even if 
he dies,  
John 14:6 …I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but 
through me.  
John 15:1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.  
John 15:5a I am the vine, you are the branches….  
Acts 9:5b And he [said],  “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting,  
Acts 18:10a for I am with you, and no man will attack you in order to harm you….  
Acts 22:8b …I am Jesus the Nazarene, whom you are persecuting. 
Acts 26:15b …I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.  
Rev 1:17b He placed his right hand on me, saying,  “Do not be afraid; I am the first and 
the last,  
Rev 2:23b …all the churches will know that I am he who searches the minds and 
hearts….  
Rev 21:6b I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.….  
Rev 22:16b I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star. 
 

 • Without a predicate nominative (14x) 
 • To assure the disciples that he is their teacher 
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Matt 14:27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take courage, it is I; do not be 
afraid.”  
Luke 24:39a See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself….  
John 6:20 But he said to them,  “It is I; do not be afraid.” 

 • To acknowledge that he is Jesus 
John 18:5a They answered him,  “Jesus the Nazarene.” He said to them,  “I am [He].” 
John 18:6 So when He said to them,  “I am [he],” they drew back and fell to the ground.  
John 18:8 Jesus answered,  “I told you that I am [he]; so if you seek Me, let these go their 
way,”  

 • To affirm his messianic identity 
Mark 14:62a I am; and you shall see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT 
HAND OF POWER 
Luke 22:70 And they all said,  “Are you the Son of God, then?” And he said to them,  
“Yes, I am.”  
John 4:26 Jesus said to her,  “I who speak to you am [he].”  
John 8:18 “I am He who testifies about Myself, and the Father who sent Me testifies 
about Me.”  
John 8:24b …unless you believe that I am [he], you will die in your sins.”  
John 8:28a …“When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am [he]…. 
John 13:19 I am telling you before [it] comes to pass, so…when it does…you may 
believe that I am [he].  

 • To assert his eternality 
John 8:58 …“Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am.”  

Of these several occurrences, only the last has clear association with deity. In most cases that 
lack a predicate nominative, the NAS properly adds the implied pronoun: I am he, which would 
represent the Hebrew a…wh yˆnSa (8x). 

Deut 32:39a See now that I, I am He, and there is no god besides Me; 
Isa 41:4b I, the LORD, am the first, and with the last. I am He. 
Isa 43:10a …you may know and believe Me and understand that I am He. 
Isa 43:13a Even from eternity I am He….  
Isa 46:4a Even to [your] old age I will be the same….  
Isa 48:12b I am He, I am the first, I am also the last.  
Isa 52:6b “therefore in that day I am the one who is speaking,  ‘Here I am.’”  
1 Chr 21:17a-b David said to God… “Indeed, I am the one who has sinned and done very 
wickedly….” 

Only in the final NT example (John 8:58) is the predicate nominative inappropriate. Some 
commentators assume that Jesus is alluding to God’s self-identification in His encounter with 
Moses at the burning bush, indicating that he (Jesus) is like God (Morris 1971:473; Barrett 
1978:352). 

Exod 3:14b “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel,  ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”  
OT passages that clearly refer to the messiah do not, however, identify him with the tetragram, 
which is reserved for the Father alone. If that scenario were Jesus’ intention, it would have been 
clearer had he used Moses’ name. Absent that, the reference in John is more likely a claim to 
eternality in contrast to Abraham’s temporality (so the NAS note: Lit. came into being). thus 
echoing John’s introduction. 
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John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 

That previous occurrences of the Greek phrase in chapter 8 did not carry the same connotation is 
evident in the reaction of some in the crowd, who did not become violent until Jesus’ final 
statement. 

John 8:59a Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him…. 
A similar response attended a similar comment later. 

John 10:30 “I and the Father are one.” 31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone Him. 
6In his priestly prayer, Jesus uses the same word (e≠n ‘one’ neuter singular) to describe his 
relationship with the Father, and Paul uses the same word to describe Christian unity. In each 
case, it signifies not the obliteration of individuality but the sameness of being. 

John 17:11b Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name—the name you gave 
me—so that they may be one as we are one. 
Gal 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus. 

7Despite their similar make-up, Father and Son do not have the same role. Jesus became subject 
to the Father in order to fulfill his redemptive mission. 

Phil 2:6 [Jesus], being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to 
be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in 
human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became 
obedient to death—even death on a cross! 

More than any other gospel writer, John recounts how Jesus conforms his will, his words, and his 
works to that of God the Father, 
 • His will 

John 6:38 …I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who 
sent me. 
John 14:31b …I love the Father and…I do exactly what my Father has commanded me. 

 • His words 
John 8:28c I do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me. 
John 12:49 …I did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded me 
what to say and how to say it. 
John 14:10b The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in 
me, who is doing his work. 

 • His works 
John 5:36b For the very work that the Father has given me to finish, and which I am doing, 
testifies that the Father has sent me.  
John 10:32b I have shown you many great miracles from the Father…. 37 Do not believe me 
unless I do what my Father does.  

Jesus’ identification with the Father is thorough. 
John 8:16b I stand with the Father, who sent me.  
John 14:9b Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.  
 
 

God does grant Jesus considerable leeway in a most important matter. 
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John 10:18b-c I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command 
I received from my Father. 

Even in the Messianic Age, Jesus will rule as God’s regent and, at the end of that period, will 
relinquish his position. 

1 Cor 15:28 When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him who 
put everything under him, so that God may be all in all. 

8Other references to Jesus’ authority to forgive sin include: 
Luke 7:48 Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." 

9Other references to Jesus’ authority to give life include: 
John 11:25 …I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though 
he dies; 

10Jesus also claims to possess the essence of God. 
John 10:30 I and the Father are one. 

NB: Somehow this same essence will translate to believers. 
Cf. John 17:11b Holy Father, protect them…so that they may be one as we are one. 

 • Eternal 
John 8:58 "I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, I am!" 
John 17:5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before 
the world began…. 24 Father…you loved me before the creation of the world. 

Others attest that he possesses divine essence and attributes. 
 • Eternality 

Isa 9:6b And he will be called…Everlasting Father. 
Mic 5:2b …out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are 
from of old, from ancient times. 
Heb 1:11a They will perish, but you remain…. 12b But you remain the same, and your years 
will never end. 
Col 1:17a He is before all things…. 

 • Omnipresence 
Eph 1:23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way 

 • Omniscience 
John 2:24 But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all men. 25 He did not 
need man's testimony about man, for he knew what was in a man. 
John 6:64b For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who 
would betray him. 
John 16:30 Now we can see that you know all things and that you do not even need to have 
anyone ask you questions. This makes us believe that you came from God. 
John 21:17c He said, "Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you." 
Col 2:3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

 • Omnipotence 
Isa 9:6b And he will be called…Mighty God…. 
Heb 1:3 The Son is the radiance of God's glory…sustaining all things by his powerful word. 
Phil 3:21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will 
transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 
 

 • Immutability 
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Heb 1:12b But you remain the same, and your years will never end." 
Heb 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

 • Holiness 
Luke 1:35b So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 
Acts 3:14 You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released 
to you. 
2 Cor 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God. 
Heb 4:15b …we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was 
without sin. 
1 Pet 1:19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 
1 John 3:5b . And in him is no sin. 

11Other references to Jesus’ claim of omnipresence include: 
Matt 28:20b And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 

12Other references to Jesus’ claim of holiness include: 
Rev 3:7b These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. 

13Isaiah may have affirmed the messiah’s deity in Isa 9:6, although the list of titles may also be 
throne names (see Manuel 1995 “Examining Old Testament Predictions about the Messiah”). 

 Isa 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be called…Mighty God…. 

Jesus’ allusion to Isaiah’s vision has led some to assume that the LORD is the pre-incarnate Christ 
(although they might restrict this identification to corporeal theophanies). Jesus, however, may 
not be referring to the figure on the throne but to the glory of the Father, which is like that of the 
Son. 

John 12:41 Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus' glory and spoke about him. 
Cf. Isa 6:3 And they were calling to one another: "…the whole earth is full of his glory." 
…10 "Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For…my eyes have seen the King, the LORD 
Almighty." 

John 17:5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before 
the world began. 
John 1:14b We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the 
Father…. 
Heb 1:3a The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being…. 

Other passages that affirm his deity include: 
Rom 9:5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who 
is God over all, forever praised! Amen. 

Cf. [NAS] Rom 9:5 …from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, 
God blessed forever. 

Tit 2:13 while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, 
Heb 1:8 But about the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and 
righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom. 
1 John 5:20 We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so 
that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true—even in his Son Jesus 
Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 
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Col 2:9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 

Some regard Jesus’ titles as another indication of his deity, but that is not necessarily so. 
 • Lord (ku/rioß) signifies a superior position and applies to others. 

Matt 13:27a The owner's servants came to him and said, 'Sir, didn't you sow good seed in 
your field? 
Matt 20:8a When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman…. 

 • Son of God signifies an adoptive relationship (see Excursus 1: “Son of God,” with one 
exception) and applies to others. 
Exod 4:22 Then say to Pharaoh, 'This is what the LORD says: Israel is my firstborn son, 
Job 2:1a On another day the angels [lit. sons of God] came to present themselves before the 
LORD…. 
Gal 3:26 You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus 
Luke 3:38 the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God. 

14The Father and the Son are separate individuals, but they consist of the same material, they 
possess the same qualities, and they pursue the same agenda. These similarities allow Jesus and 
others to say… 

John 12:45 When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me.  
John 14:9b Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. 
2 Cor 4:4b Christ…is the image of God.  
Phil 2:6a Who, being in very nature God… 
Col 1:15a He is the [visible] image of the invisible God…. 
John 1:18 No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, 
has made him known.  
Heb 1:3a The Son is…the exact representation of his being…. 

15The doctrine of the incarnation developed in the years following the NT period as believers 
recognized and attempted to explain what God had done through Jesus. The purpose of the 
incarnation was two-fold (Johnston 1975:272). 
 • Revelational 

John 1:18 No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, 
has made him known. 
Heb 1:2a but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son…. 3a The Son is the radiance 
of God's glory and the exact representation of his being…. 

 • Soteriological 
1 Tim 1:15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners…. 
Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost. 
Heb 9:26b But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by 
the sacrifice of himself. 
1 John 3:5a But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. 

Various explanations have arisen to account for this phenomenon (see also Theology n. 15). 
 • Docetism, a first century heresy, held that Christ only appeared to be human but that his spirit 

and even his body were not so. John condemned this view. 
1 John 4:2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that 
acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3a but every spirit that 
does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. 



A Reader’s Digest Approach to Theology 

III—26 

                                                                                                                                   
2 John 7a Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, 
have gone out into the world. 

 • Apollinarius (4th c.) held that Jesus’ body and soul were human but that his mind or spirit 
were divine, having been replaced by the Logos. 

 • Nestorius (early 5th c.) held that Jesus was human but that God was present in him as He had 
been in the prophets, only perfectly. 

 • Eutyches (378-451) held that Jesus’ human nature was absorbed by or fused with the divine 
so as to make one new nature (monophysite). 

The Council of Chalcedon (451) condemned these views and proposed what became the 
orthodox formulation. 
 • Hypostasis holds that there are two complete yet distinct natures, human and divine, in one 

the person, Jesus. 
The necessity of this union is that Jesus had to be fully man to die and fully God for his death to 
have salvific value. 

Ps 49:7 No man can redeem the life of another or give to God a ransom for him—8 the 
ransom for a life is costly, no payment is ever enough—9 that he should live on forever and 
not see decay. 
Matt 19:25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, "Who then 
can be saved?" 26 Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with God 
all things are possible." 
Heb 2:14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by 
his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death--that is, the devil-- 

A further development of this view attempted to specify the ‘emptying’ Paul mentions. 
 • Kenosis holds that Christ laid aside divine attributes (e.g., omnipresence, omniscience, 

omnipotence) to become man. 
Phil 2:7 but made himself nothing [keno/w], taking the very nature of a servant, being 
made in human likeness. 

This position, however, makes Jesus less than fully divine. It is better to understand ‘emptying’ 
as Jesus’ voluntarily subordinating the exertion of his will and the exercise of his attributes to the 
Father’s command. 

Matt 26:39b “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, 
but as you will.” 
John 4:34 “My food…is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 
John 5:30b I seek not to please myself but him who sent me. 
John 6:38 For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him 
who sent me. 

Other references to Jesus’ incarnation include: 
Heb 10:5 Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: "Sacrifice and offering you 
did not desire, but a body you prepared for me; 
Luke 1:26 In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 
to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David…. 31 You 
will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 32 He will 
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne 
of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will 
never end." 34 "How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?" 35 The angel 
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answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 

16This may also have included some moral limitation. 
Mark 10:18 [= Luke 18:19] "Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good--
except God alone. 

17Other references to Jesus’ ignorance include: 
Mark 5:30 At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the 
crowd and asked, “Who touched my clothes?” 

Jesus did, however, retain some functionality in this area. 
Luke 5:22 Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, "Why are you thinking these 
things in your hearts? 
Luke 6:8 But Jesus knew what they were thinking and said to the man with the shriveled 
hand, "Get up and stand in front of everyone." So he got up and stood there. 
Luke 9:47 Jesus, knowing their thoughts, took a little child and had him stand beside him. 
John 1:48 "How do you know me?" Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, "I saw you while you 
were still under the fig tree before Philip called you." 
John 4:29 “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?” 

18Other references to Jesus’ humility include: 
John 17:5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before 
the world began. 
Phil 2:6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 
grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in 
human likeness. 

19Other references to Jesus’ submission include: 
Matt 20:23 Jesus said to them, "…to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places 
belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father." 
Heb 10:7 Then I said, 'Here I am--it is written about me in the scroll-- I have come to do your 
will, O God.'" 
1 Cor 11:3c …the head of Christ is God. 

Cf. 1 Cor 3:23b …Christ is of God. 
20Other references to Jesus’ temptation include: 

Heb 2:18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are 
being tempted. 
Heb 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. 

James’ assertion that “God cannot be tempted by evil” (Jms 1:13) suggests that Jesus may have 
been vulnerable. Indeed, because Jesus “suffered when he was tempted,” there must have existed 
the possibility of his succumbing. In this way, he is able “to sympathize with our weaknesses.” 
That he did not succumb (i.e., “was without sin”) enables him then “to help those who are being 
tempted.” 
21Other references to Jesus’ hunger include: 

Matt 21:18 Early in the morning, as he was on his way back to the city, he was hungry. 
22Other references to Jesus’ death include: 

Isa 53:5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 
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Heb 2:14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by 
his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death--that is, the devil— 

“Incarnation gave the eternal Son of God capacity for this experience” (Packer 1999b:70). See 
Manuel 2004 “Divine Suffering—An Improper Worship Theme.” 
23In his hymn, And Can It Be, Charles Wesley expressed his wonder at this unfathomable 
combination, especially as it was manifested on the cross. 

’Tis mystery all! The immortal dies: 
Who can explore his strange design? 

24Conrad Beissel (see Theology, n. 2) had a Freudian view of the Fall and, thus, of Jesus’ 
redemptive ministry, reflecting apparent Gnostic influence. 

Adam [created as an androgynous being] experienced desire for a sexually differentiated 
mate when he saw the animals reproducing in Eden. Sophia [his feminine side] departed 
from Adam, thus breaking the gender balance…. Adam’s sexual desire caused the first of 
two falls into sin…. [After God made Eve, she] and Adam succumbed to the serpent’s 
temptation to eat the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil [which] was the second fall into 
sin…. When Jesus’ side was pierced during the crucifixion…Sophia entered into Jesus to be 
joined to her true bridegroom…. This opening reversed the opening of Adam’s side that 
created a separation of the sexes. From the union of Sophia and Christ, which restored the 
divine gender balance, sinners could be forgiven and spiritually reborn…. (Bach 1998:65) 

25The NT writers offer further support for Jesus’ deity by noting that, in addition to possessing 
the nature of God, Jesus performs the works of God. 
 • Creation 

John 1:3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been 
made. 
Col 1:16 For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him 
and for him. 

 • Preservation 
Col 1:17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
Heb 1:3a The Son is the radiance of God's glory…sustaining all things by his powerful word. 

 • Miracles 
John 10:25 Jesus answered, "I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my 
Father's name speak for me…. 32a but Jesus said to them, "I have shown you many great 
miracles from the Father…. 38 But if I do it, even though you do not believe me, believe the 
miracles, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father. 
John 14:11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least 
believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. 
Acts 2:22 Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you 
by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves 
know. 

 
 
Another activity may reflect Jesus’ deity or his role as God’s prophetic representative. 
 • Revelation 
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Matt 11:27c …no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses 
to reveal him. 
John 1:18 No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, 
has made him known 
Heb 1:2a but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son…. 

It is also possible to describe Jesus’ work using the same three periods but according to his three 
different roles. 
 • Past: Jesus proclaims God’s message as a prophet. 

Matt 21:11 The crowds answered, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee." 
Luke 13:33 In any case, I must keep going…for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem! 
Luke 24:19c He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 
Acts 3:22 For Moses said, 'The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 
among your own people; you must listen to everything he tells you. 

 • Present: Jesus intercedes for God’s people as a priest. 
See the references under this heading above. 

 • Future: Jesus rules God’s kingdom as a king. 
See the references under this heading above. 

26Notice that what is contrary is of Satan. 
Matt 16:22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. "Never, Lord!" he said. "This shall 
never happen to you!" 23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men." 

Other passages include: 
Luke 24:25 He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his 
glory?" 

27This is the purpose of Jesus’ death: vicarious punishment. Other passages include: 
Heb 9:26 Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world. 
But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the 
sacrifice of himself. 
Isa 53:6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the 
LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

28Other references to Jesus’ voluntary work include: 
Matt 26:52 "Put your sword back in its place," Jesus said to him, "for all who draw the sword 
will die by the sword. 53 Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at 
my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? 

29The writer of Hebrews cites the legal requirement. 
Heb 9:22 In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without 
the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 

30Throughout his book, the author makes this contrast: 
Heb 7:27 Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first 
for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all 
when he offered himself. 
Heb 10:10 And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all…. 14 because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those 
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who are being made holy…. 18 And where these have been forgiven, there is no longer any 
sacrifice for sin. 

31Other passages that link Jesus’ atonement to man’s pardon include: 
Isa 53:5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.  
Matt 20:28 …the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many. 
Matt 26:28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins.  
Rom 5:9a …we have now been justified by his blood…. 10a …when we were God’s 
enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son….  
1 Cor 15:3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures,  
Col 1:19 For God was pleased… 20 …through him to reconcile to himself all things…by 
making peace through his blood, shed on the cross…. 22a …he has reconciled you by 
Christ’s physical body through death… 
Heb 7:27b He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself.  
Heb 9:12b …he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained 
eternal redemption…. 28a so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many 
people….  
Heb 10:10 …we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ….  
1 Pet 1:18 …you were redeemed… 19a …with the precious blood of Christ….  
1 Pet 3:18a For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring 
you to God. 
1 John 2:2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins 
of the whole world.  
1 John 4:10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Rev 1:5b To him who…has freed us from our sins by his blood,  
Rev 5:9b …with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and 
people and nation. 

32This was God’s plan from the beginning. 
Heb 9:15b …he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the 
first covenant…. 26b But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do 
away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 
Rev 13:8b …the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world. 

The NIV (like the KJV) follows the Greek order… 
Rev 13:8b touv aÓrni÷ou touv ėsfagme÷nou aÓpo\ katabolhvß ko/smou.  

…unlike  the NAS, which reorders the verse to agree with a later passage. 
Rev 13:8b whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of 
life of the Lamb who has been slain.  
Rev 17:8b whose name has not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the 
world…. 

Because the genitive phrase “from the foundation of the world” modifies the following verb 
clause in 17:8, and because the same words occur in 13:8, the NAS translators have assimilated 
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the earlier verse to the later one. There is, however, another, intervening verb clause in 13:8, and 
it is more likely the genitive phrase modifies that nearer clause (so Charles 1920 1:354; Mounce 
1977:256; Beale 1999:702). Therefore, two important events appear at the beginning of time: 
 • The savior’s death in God’s eternal plan and 
 • The believer’s inclusion in God’s heavenly book. 
A similar juxtaposition places Moses' role at the same point. 

Test Moses 1:14 [Moses] was prepared from the beginning of the world to be the mediator of 
[God’s] covenant. 

33While Paul twice links resurrection to justification, he does so for rhetorical affect not for 
theological precision. 

Rom 4:25 He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our 
justification.  
1 Cor 15:17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.  

34See Anthropology Excursus 3: “The Intermediate and Final States of the Dead.” 
35From the perspective of the living, the dead are asleep. 

Job 3:11 Why did I not perish at birth, and die as I came from the womb? …13 For now I 
would be lying down in peace; I would be asleep and at rest 
Ps 7:4 if I have done evil to him who is at peace with me or without cause have robbed my 
foe—5 then let my enemy pursue and overtake me; let him trample my life to the ground and 
make me sleep in the dust. 
Ps 76:5 Valiant men lie plundered, they sleep their last sleep; not one of the warriors can lift 
his hands.  
Ps 90:5 You sweep men away in the sleep of death; they are like the new grass of the 
morning 
Matt 9:24b The girl is not dead but asleep.  
John 11:11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.” 13 Jesus had been speaking of his death, but 
his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is 
dead,  
1 Cor 11:30 That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have 
fallen asleep.  
1 Cor 15:6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, 
most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep….  
1 Cor 15:20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep.  
1 Thess 4:13 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to 
grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. 14 We believe that Jesus died and rose again 
and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15 
According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till 
the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep.  

36From the perspective of the living, the dead are unaware. 
Ps 115:17 It is not the dead who praise the LORD, those who go down to silence; 18 it is we 
who extol the LORD, both now and forevermore. Praise the LORD.  
Eccl 9:5 For the living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing; they have no 
further reward, and even the memory of them is forgotten. 6 Their love, their hate and their 
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jealousy have long since vanished; never again will they have a part in anything that happens 
under the sun.  
Jer 51:39 But while they are aroused, I will set out a feast for them and make them drunk, so 
that they shout with laughter — then sleep forever and not awake,” declares the LORD. 57 I 
will make her officials and wise men drunk, her governors, officers and warriors as well; 
they will sleep forever and not awake,” declares the King, whose name is the LORD 
Almighty.  

37The final disposition of the dead is pending. 
2 Tim 4:1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the 
dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge:  
1 Pet 4:5 But they will have to give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the 
dead.  

Cf. Rom 14:9 For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the 
Lord of both the dead and the living.  

38Their relative comfort level is quite different. 
1 Sam 28:15a Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?” 
Matt 17:3 Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. 
Luke 20:37 But in the account of the bush, even Moses showed that the dead rise, for he calls 
the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ [Exod 3:6] 38 
He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive.” 
Heb 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw 
off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us. 
Rev 6:9 …I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of 
God and the testimony they had maintained…. 11a Then each of them was given a white 
robe, and they were told to wait a little longer…. 

39This was so for Jesus. 
Acts 2:24 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it 
was impossible for death to keep its hold on him…. 31b …he was not abandoned to the 
grave, nor did his body see decay. 
Acts 13:34 …God raised him from the dead, never to decay…. 36 For when David had 
served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was buried with his fathers 
and his body decayed. 37 But the one whom God raised from the dead did not see decay.  

It is so for deceased believers. 
Luke 20:35 But those who are considered worthy of taking part in that age and in the 
resurrection from the dead…. 

Cf. 1 Cor 15:18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost…. 32b If the 
dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” 

Phil 3:11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.  
40Resurrection in the final state for all. 

1 Cor 15:22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 
But it is an improvement over the intermediate state only for the righteous. 

Dan 12:2 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake…to everlasting life….  
Rom 8:11 …he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 
through his Spirit, who lives in you.  
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1 Thess 5:10 He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together 
with him.  

41This assembly may be part of the comfort the righteous experience. 
Rev 6:10 They called out in a loud voice, “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until 
you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?” 
2 Cor 5:8 We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home 
with the Lord. 
Phil 1:23b I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 
Heb 12:1a Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses… 

42The chief improvement is immortality. 
Rom 6:9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death 
no longer has mastery over him.  

Cf. Luke 20:34 …The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. 35 But those 
who are considered worthy of taking part in that age and in the resurrection from the 
dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, 36a and they can no longer die; for 
they are like the angels. 

43Resurrection provides a body for the wicked but does not eliminate their agony. 
Acts 24:15b …there will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. 
Dan 12:2 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, 
others to shame and everlasting contempt. 
Matt 25:46 Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life. 

44Several NT passages attest to these advantages. 
 • God’s children 

Luke 20:36b They are God’s children, since they are children of the resurrection. 
 • God’s glory 

Eph 5:14 for it is light that makes everything visible. This is why it is said: “Wake up, O 
sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”  
Col 3:4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  
1 Pet 5:4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will 
never fade away. 

Cf. Rev 22:4a They will see his face…. 
 • God’s inheritance 

Matt 25:34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 
1 Pet 1:3b In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, 
spoil or fade — kept in heaven for you, 

 • God’s kingdom 
Rev 5:10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will 
reign on the earth. 
Rev 20:6 Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death 
has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with 
him for a thousand years. 

45Had Jesus not been raised, the righteous would not be raised. 
1 Cor 6:14 By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also.  
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1 Cor 15:17a And if Christ has not been raised….  18 Then those also who have fallen asleep 
in Christ are lost.   
2 Cor 4:14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also 
raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence.  

46For a fuller treatment, see Manuel 1995 “Examining Old Testament Predictions about the 
Messiah.” 
47Jesus used his miracles as proof of his messianic office. 

Luke 7:18 John's disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of them, 19 he sent 
them to the Lord to ask, "Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone 
else?" 20 When the men came to Jesus, they said, "John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, 'Are 
you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?'" 21 At that very time 
Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who 
were blind. 22 So he replied to the messengers, "Go back and report to John what you have 
seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. 

48It is the proof he also cited on another occasion. 
Matt 12:40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the 
Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 

Cf. John 20:9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the 
dead.) 

However well-meaning Alfred Ackley was when he wrote the hymn He Lives (1938), the final 
words of the chorus propose a completely subjective and, ultimately, incommunicable 
justification for faith: “You ask me how I know he lives? He lives within my heart.” Gloria and 
William Gaither, in their hymn Because He Lives (1971), offer a more objective and 
apologetically useful justification with the opening verse: “An empty grave is there to prove my 
savior lives.” 
 Alternatives to the resurrection ignore or discount some element(s) of the accounts and raise 
more questions than they answer. 
 • Wrong tomb: The women and other disciples misidentified an empty tomb as the one 

containing Jesus’ body. 
Problem: Surely the religious authorities would have stopped the false rumor simply by 
identifying the correct tomb, which still contained Jesus’ body. 

 • Stolen body: “His disciples came during the night and stole” the body to propagate a lie (Matt 
28:13), or the authorities took the body to prevent a lie. 

Problem: The disciples were in no condition to conduct such an operation, being in fear 
of their own safety and unequipped to face an armed guard. It is highly unlikely they 
would willingly suffer persecution for what they knew to be a lie. The authorities would 
gain nothing by removing the body, especially having requested a guard. Moreover, they 
could have produced the body to squelch the lie. 

 • Swoon: Jesus did not actually die but fainted and later revived in the coolness of the tomb. 
Problem: A seriously wounded man would not have been able to move the stone, 
overpower the guards, and convince the dispirited disciples that he has defeated death. 
Moreover, why is there no information on his subsequent ministry and eventual death? 

 • Hallucination: The disciples, hoping to see their master again, imagined that he appeared to 
them. 
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Problem: The disciples were discouraged and in hiding, hoping their association with 
Jesus would not result in their own arrest and execution. Moreover, the visions recurred 
with different groups, including “more than five hundred…at the same time” (1 Cor 15:6) 
and then abruptly ceased. 

49Jesus also has other ministries at this time, although many of them are probably through the 
agency of the Spirit. 
 • Help 

Luke 21:15 For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able 
to resist or contradict. 

 • Rescue 
2 Tim 4:17c And I was delivered from the lion's mouth. 18a The Lord will rescue me from 
every evil attack…. 

 • Strengthen 
1 Tim 1:12a I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength…. 
2 Tim 4:17a But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength…. 
Heb 2:18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are 
being tempted. 

 • Guide 
Acts 9:11 The Lord told him, "Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man 
from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 

 • Encourage 
2 Thess 2:16a May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father…17 encourage your 
hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word. 

 • Keep 
1 Cor 1:8 He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 • Prepare 
John 14:3a And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with 
me…. 
1 Thess 3:11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us 
to come to you. 

 • Answer prayer 
John 14:13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to 
the Father. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 

50Other references to Jesus’ authority include: 
1 Pet 3:22b …with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him. 

51Other references to Jesus’ session include: 
Acts 2:33a Exalted to the right hand of God…. 
Acts 5:31a God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior…. 
Acts 7:56 "Look," he said, "I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand 
of God." 
Eph 1:20 which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly realms, 

52Other references to Jesus’ mediation include: 
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Rom 8:34 Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised 
to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 
Heb 4:14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 
Heb 5:10 and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek. 
Heb 6:20b He has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek. 
Heb 7:21 but he became a priest with an oath when God said to him: "The Lord has sworn 
and will not change his mind: 'You are a priest forever.'" 
Heb 8:1 The point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2 and who serves in the 
sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by man. 3 Every high priest is appointed 
to offer both gifts and sacrifices, and so it was necessary for this one also to have something 
to offer. 
Heb 9:24 For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; 
he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God's presence. 
Rev 12:10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the salvation and the 
power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our 
brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. 11a They 
overcame him by the blood of the lamb….” 

53The NT writers state that Jesus’ return will be… 
 •  Physical 

Acts 1:11 "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This 
same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you 
have seen him go into heaven." 
1 Thess 4:16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with 
the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise 
first. 

 • Visible 
Matt 24:30 "At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations 
of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with 
power and great glory. 
Matt 26:64 "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. "But I say to all of you: In the future you 
will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds 
of heaven." 
Rev 1:7 Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who 
pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen. 

 • Indisputable 
Matt 24:23 "At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or, ‘There he is!’ 
do not believe it…. 27 For as lightening that comes from the east is visible even in the west, 
so will be the coming of the Son of Man.” 

54Other references to Jesus’ reign include: 
Zech 14:3 Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations, as he fights in the day 
of battle. 4 On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the 
Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west, forming a great valley, with half of the 
mountain moving north and half moving south. 5 You will flee by my mountain valley, for it 
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will extend to Azel. You will flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king 
of Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him. 
Matt 19:28 Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son 
of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
John 11:25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will 
live, even though he dies; 
2 Thess 1:6 God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you 7 and give relief 
to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed 
from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. 

55Other references to Jesus’ restoration of Israel include: 
Acts 1:6 So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or 
dates the Father has set by his own authority. 
Isa 2:2 In the last days the mountain of the LORD's temple will be established as chief 
among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. 3 
Many peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the 
house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths." The 
law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 He will judge between 
the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into 
plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, 
nor will they train for war anymore. 
Zech 14:16 Then the survivors from all the nations that have attacked Jerusalem will go up 
year after year to worship the King, the LORD Almighty, and to celebrate the Feast of 
Tabernacles. 17 If any of the peoples of the earth do not go up to Jerusalem to worship the 
King, the LORD Almighty, they will have no rain. 18 If the Egyptian people do not go up 
and take part, they will have no rain. The LORD will bring on them the plague he inflicts on 
the nations that do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. 19 This will be the 
punishment of Egypt and the punishment of all the nations that do not go up to celebrate the 
Feast of Tabernacles. 

56Other references to Jesus’ reign include: 
Matt 19:28a Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the 
Son of Man sits on his glorious throne…. 
Matt 25:31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit 
on his throne in heavenly glory. 
1 Cor 15:25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 
Ezek 37:24 "'My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd. 
They will follow my laws and be careful to keep my decrees. 25 They will live in the land I 
gave to my servant Jacob, the land where your fathers lived. They and their children and their 
children's children will live there forever, and David my servant will be their prince forever. 

57Other references to Jesus’ judging include: 
Matt 8:29 "What do you want with us, Son of God?" they shouted. "Have you come here to 
torture us before the appointed time?" 
Matt 25:32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one 
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 
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2 Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may 
receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 
2 Thess 2:8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow 
with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. 

58Other references to Jesus’ rewarding include: 
Dan 7:27 Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of the kingdoms under the whole 
heaven will be handed over to the saints, the people of the Most High. His kingdom will be 
an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey him.' 
Matt 19:28 Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son 
of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
Matt 25:34 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 
John 14:3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with 
me that you also may be where I am. 
1 Cor 6:2 Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if you are to judge the 
world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that we will judge 
angels? How much more the things of this life! 
2 Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may 
receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 
Col 3:4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 
2 Tim 4:8 For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, 
holding promise for both the present life and the life to come. 
1 Pet 5:4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will 
never fade away. 
Rev 5:10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will 
reign on the earth." 
Rev 20:5 (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This 
is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. 
The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and 
will reign with him for a thousand years. 
Rev 22:12 "Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone 
according to what he has done. 


