
	

2CORINTHIANS  --  INTRODUCTION 	 1	
	

CONTEXT AND 
COMMENTARY 

Introduction	to	
2Corinthians	
How	quickly	things	change!	
	
Paul's	relationship	with	the	Corinthian	
congregation	has	deteriorated.	Other	
evangelists	have	entered	the	church	Paul	
founded	and	have	been	actively	at	work	
undermining	confidence	of	the	Corinthians	in	
Paul.		In	2Corinthians,	the	apostle	seeks	to	
rebuild	his	relationship	with	the	Corinthians,	
to	defend	his	own	integrity	as	a	trustworthy	
and	competent	servant	of	Messiah,	and	to	
refute	what	he	perceives	as	the	claims	by	
other	evangelists	of	background	and	gifts	that	
are	superior	to	his	own.	Paul	makes	extensive	
use	of	his	autobiography,	writing	both	about	
his	hardships,	dedication	to	them	and	the	
faith,	and	his	mystical	experience.	His	tone	
changes	dramatically	throughout	this	letter,	
shifting	from	well-reasoned	argument,	to	
appeals	for	affection,	to	attacks	on	opponents.	
Because	of	frequent	changes	in	topic	in	the	
manuscript,	many	interpreters	believe	that	
what	we	call	2Corinthians	is	actually	a	
combination	of	multiple	letters	from	Paul	to	
the	Corinthian	church.	
	
Paul	is	Genuinely	Concerned	About	
Losing	the	Trust	of	the	Corinthians	
	
This	second	letter	to	the	Corinthians	identifies	
Paul	and	Timothy	as	the	letter's	senders.		(The	
church	historians	Polycarp,	Irenaeus,	Clement,	
and	Marcion	all	testify	to	this	as	well.)		There	
is	no	reason	to	doubt	that	this	letter	is	from	

Paul	himself,	and	the	heart	of	the	apostle	is	
laid	bare.		After	Paul	had	left	Corinth	and	was	
living	and	working	in	Ephesus	(1Corinthians	
16:8),	he	wrote	1Corinthians.		Paul	writes	
2Corinthians	in	order	to	shore	up	a	
threatened	relationship	with	the	Corinthians	
as	they	are	currently	hosting	teachers	who	
disparage	Paul.		He	urges	them	to	remain	loyal	
to	Christ,	to	Paul’s	his	halacha,	and	to	the	
gospel	he	preached	to	them.	
	
All	Of	This,	So	Soon?	
	
Parents	who	watch	over	their	young	children	
know	how	quickly	impressionable	they	are	by	
new	friends.		The	more	impressive	the	friend,	
and	the	more	fascinated	the	children	are	with	
the	gifts	and	talents	the	new	friends	bring,	the	
quicker	things	can	change.		Corinth	was	
fascinated	by	spiritual	gifts.		Corinth	was	
quickly	smitten	by	charismatic	individuals.		
So,	it	was	not	long	after	Paul	had	departed	
from	Corinth	to	Ephesus,	that	charismatic	
evangelists	entered,	prompting	1Corinthians,	
and	then	within	several	months	of	
1Corinthians,	Paul’s	second	letter	of	further	
concern	followed.	The	Corinthian	events	and	
letters	all	took	place	in	the	early	to	mid-50s.	
	
How	The	Letter	Came	About…	
	
Recall	that	Paul	had	planted	the	Corinthian	
church	during	his	second	missionary	journey	
(Acts	18:1-18).		Through	the	events	of	Acts	18,	
the	believing	assembly	in	Corinth	had	been	
established,	despite	the	objections	of	the	Jews	
in	the	local	synagogue.		It	is	cited	in	
1Corinthinas	18:12-17	that	objections	to	Paul	



	

2CORINTHIANS  --  INTRODUCTION 	 2	
	

CONTEXT AND 
COMMENTARY 

by	the	synagogue	brought	Paul	before	the	
Roman	proconsul	Gallio,	who	refused	to	hear	
the	case	as	the	complaints	against	Paul	were	
related	to	Jewish	religious	matters.		Since	
extrabiblical	sources	pin	Gallio	coming	to	
power	in	AD	51	and	Paul’s	departure	from	
Corinth	being	forced	by	AD	52,	he	sailed	to	
Ephesus,	staying	shortly	and	then	completing	
his	second	missionary	journey	by	departing	
for	Jerusalem.			
	
Shortly	after	his	departure	from	Corinth,	he	
heard	of	immorality	within	the	church	and	
wrote	a	letter	(since	lost)	confronting	them	
(1Corinthinas	5:9).			
	
He	set	out	on	a	third	missionary	journey	
which	took	him	to	Ephesus	in	AD	52.		There,	
he	wrote	1Corinthians	in	about	AD	55,	which	
addressed	reports	he	had	received	concerning	
divisions	among	them	(1Corinthians	10-17)	
as	well	as	other	issues	about	which	they	had	
written	him	for	clarification	(1Corinthians	
7:1).		Staying	in	Ephesus	a	bit	longer	
(1Corinthians	16:8-9),	he	sent	Timothy	back	
to	Corinth	(1Corinthians	4:17;	16:10-11)	and	
by	the	end	of	his	two-and-a-half	year	stay	in	
Ephesus	(Acts	19:8-10),	disturbing	news	of	
developments	in	Corinth	including	the	
appearance	of	false	teachers	(through	
Timothy?)	reached	Paul,	prompting	him	to	
temporarily	abandon	the	work	at	Ephesus	and	
return	to	Corinth	for	a	“painful	visit”	
(2Corinthians	2:1).		While	there,	he	was	
openly	insulted	(2Corinthians	2:5-8,	10;	7:12),	
causing	him	to	return	to	Ephesus	and	wrote	
what	is	referred	to	as	the	“severe	letter”	
(2Corinthians	2:4)	to	Corinth.		Soon	after,	a	

riot	broke	out	in	Ephesus	(Acts	19:23-20:1),	
causing	him	to	depart	to	meet	Titus	in	Troas.		
While	there,	he	could	not	minister	due	to	
concern	over	Corinth	and	the	severe	letter	he	
had	written	(2Corinthians	7:5-16).	But	a	
report	came	to	him	through	Titus	that	Corinth	
had	repented	and	had	come	to	trust	him	and	
his	teachings	over	others.		Apparently	
knowing	there	was	still	room	for	dissent,	he	
wrote	2Corinthians	in	AD	56	from	
Macedonia	(possibly	Philippi).		He	then	visits	
Corinth	for	a	third	visit	(2Corinthians	12:14;	
13:1-2)	and	takes	up	a	successful	collection	
for	the	poor	in	Jerusalem	(Romans	15:26).	
	
Summary	of	synoptic	verses	in	Acts:	
	
Acts	18:1	Paul	visits	and	plants	the	church	
in	Corinth	during	his	second	missionary	
journey.	
	
Acts	19:7	Paul	writes	1Corinthians	to	settle	
divisions	partly	stemming	from	differences	
about	mode	of	baptism	(1Corinthains	1:10-
17)	during	his	third	missionary	journey.	
	
Acts	19:21	Paul	visits	Corinth	(“Achaia”),	
likely	the	“painful	visit”	of	2Corinthians	2:1.	
	
Acts	19:22	Paul	writes	a	“severe	letter”	to	
Corinth	after	they	reject	him	in	favor	of	other	
teachers	after	he	returns	to	Ephesus	and	
before	the	riot	of	Demitrius.	
	
Acts	19:41	After	departing	Ephesus	after	the	
riot,	Paul	goes	towards	Troas	and	writes	
2Corinthians,	possibly	in	
Macedonia/Philippi.	
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Acts	20:2	Paul	returns	a	for	a	final	visit	to	
Corinth	(“Greece”),	enjoying	the	restored	
relationship	with	them.	
	
“Don’t	Judge	Me”	
	
In	2Corinthians,	Paul	addresses	false	
doctrines	from	false	teachers	very	
aggressively.		Our	modern	church	is	very	close	
to	being	an	unchecked	free-for-all	from	a	
doctrinal	perspective.		Competing	theologies	
and	denominations,	variant	forms	of	worship	
and	syncretism	with	eastern	religions,	
secularism	and	other	worldly	ideas	abound.		
The	variety	of	teachings	that	were	infiltrating	
the	Corinthian	assembly	that	Paul	severely	
addressed,	and	the	teachers	he	concerns	
himself	about	in	2Corinthians	are	
comparatively	minor	when	looking	at	the	
variety	of	accepted	practices	we	see	in	
churches	today.		As	variant	teaching	entered	
the	Corinthian	church,	Paul	responded	
vigorously	in	order	to	maintain	a	standard	
Gospel	and	halacha	(practice	of	faith).		He	
displays	a	holy	intolerance	of	variety	way	
back	then,	whereas	a	new,	opposite	“holiness”	
in	the	church	today	has	developed	and	is	
defined	by	the	degree	of	tolerance	and	non-
judgmentalism	that	is	practiced	by	both	
leaders	and	members.			
	
What	would	Paul’s	letter	say	if	he	wrote	to	the	
church	today?		Would	he	be	condoning	or	
correcting,	condemning	or	encouraging?		Is	it	
proper	to	avoid	judgement	and	refrain	from	
expressing	concern	and	correction	according	
to	Paul’s	example?	

	
Topics	Addressed	in	2Corinthians	
	
2Corinthians	is	a	more	loosely	collected	letter	
on	various	topics.		It	contains	less	theology	
than	it	does	discussion	of	several	topics	of	
practice	and	conveyance	of	love.	
	
Several	helpful	directives	and	significant	
information	can	be	found	concerning	the	
following	
	

Ø Paul’s	ministry	intent	and	its	challenges	
Ø The	restoration	of	repentant	believers	
Ø How	to	deal	with	wayward	brethren	
Ø Tolerance	and	judgement,	boldness	and	

passivity	
Ø Charity	and	the	sharing	of	resources	

with	fellow	believers	
Ø Who	to	follow	and	who	to	avoid	
Ø How	to	deal	with	your	ministry	being	

rejected	by	others	
	
Commonly	cited	passages	in	2Corinthians:	
	

Ø Now	the	Lord	is	the	Spirit,	and	where	the	
Spirit	of	the	Lord	is,	there	is	liberty.	
(3:17)	

Ø We	are	afflicted	in	every	way,	but	
not	crushed;	perplexed,	but	not	
despairing;	persecuted,	but	
not	forsaken;	struck	down,	but	not	
destroyed.	(4:8-9)	

Ø Therefore,	we	do	not	lose	heart,	but	
though	our	outer	man	is	decaying,	yet	
our	inner	man	is	being	renewed	day	by	
day.	(4:16)	

Ø For	we	walk	by	faith,	not	by	sight.	(5:7)	
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Ø Therefore,	if	anyone	is	in	Christ,	he	is	a	
new	creature;	the	old	things	passed	
away;	behold,	new	things	have	come.	
(5:17)	

Ø Thanks	be	to	God	for	His	
indescribable	gift!	(9:15)	

Ø there	was	given	me	a	thorn	in	the	flesh,	
a	messenger	of	Satan	to	torment	me—
to	keep	me	from	exalting	
myself!	Concerning	this	I	implored	the	
Lord	three	times	that	it	might	leave	
me.	And	He	has	said	to	me,	“My	grace	is	
sufficient	for	you,	for	power	is	perfected	
in	weakness.”	(12:7-9)	

	
Second	Corinthians	may	be	divided	as	follows:	
	

Chapters	1	through	7:	
• Personal	greeting	and	testimony	
• A	grand	defense	of	Paul’s	life	and	

ministry	
	
Chapters	8	through	9:	
• The	call	to	a	ministry	of	charity	
• Plea	for	devotion	and	a	collection	to	

be	taken	for	the	Jerusalem	
believers	

	
Chapters	10	through	13:	
• A	heated	defense	against	opponent	

teachers	that	have	infiltrated	the	
Corinthian	fellowship	and	opposed	
Paul	
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2CORINTHIANS 1 

Comfort Trumps Persecution 
2Corinthians begins with Paul admonishing the 
Corinthian assembly with a mixture of 
encouragement to stay the course of accepting 
the truth he has delivered to them and an 
admission that he has received (and they may 
receive?) hardship for choosing to support his 
teachings.  He points out, however, that he has 
received God’s comfort along the way as others 
have rejected his message and that they may 
receive similar treatment from others requiring 
God’s comfort and deliverance if they follow his 
teaching and do not concede to the false teachers 
and pressures around them.   

As the letter opens, Paul may have had in mind 
the comfort spoken to by Isaiah that foreshadows 
the assembly and the comfort Messiah brings to 
those who turn to Him. 

40 “Comfort, O comfort My people,” 
says your God. 
2 “Speak kindly to Jerusalem; 
And call out to her, that her warfare has 
ended, 
That her iniquity has been removed, 
That she has received of the Lord’s hand 
Double for all her sins.” 

3 A voice is calling, 
“Clear the way for the Lord in the 
wilderness; 
Make smooth in the desert a highway for 
our God. 
4 “Let every valley be lifted up, 

And every mountain and hill be made 
low; 
And let the rough ground become a plain, 
And the rugged terrain a broad valley; 
5 Then the glory of the Lord will be 
revealed, 
And all flesh will see it together; 
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
6 A voice says, “Call out.” 
Then he answered, “What shall I call 
out?” 
All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is 
like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
When the breath of the Lord blows upon 
it; 
Surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
But the word of our God stands forever. 

9 Get yourself up on a high mountain, 
O Zion, bearer of good news, 
Lift up your voice mightily, 
O Jerusalem, bearer of good news; 
Lift it up, do not fear. 
Say to the cities of Judah, 
“Here is your God!” 

… 
11 Like a shepherd He will tend His flock, 
In His arm He will gather the lambs 
And carry them in His bosom; 
He will gently lead the nursing ewes. 

These verses speak of the importance of holding 
tight to God, of repentance and of His promise to 
sustain those who turn to Him and deliver them.  
Because we are called to do hard things as we 
follow God, things that are counter-cultural, 
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things that may cause offense, things however 
that are life-giving, persecution is inevitable.  
Yet if we keep our eyes fixed on the promises, 
He offers to support those who serve Him, 
choosing and living the truth becomes a more 
palatable decision. As we are faced with 
conceding to popular teachings or staying on 
course with Paul’s truth, we can recall a real-life 
example from our MBF Isaiah commentary,  

Sometimes the cure for an illness does 
some harm itself. Since the initiation of 
chemotherapy for cancer, this toxic cure 
has been both celebrated and feared. 
While the cancer can be eradicated, the 
experience of taking the drug is 
harrowing. The value of enduring the 
treatment is to restore a healthy life to the 
patient. The possibility for new life 
without going through such difficulty 
does not exist.  

For the Corinthian believers, comfort was needed 
if they were to stay with Paul and reject false 
teachers.  Consider the reception we may receive 
from some if we preach as Isaiah 40 teaches us, 

6 A voice says, “Call out.” 
Then he answered, “What shall I call 
out?” 
All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is 
like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
When the breath of the Lord blows upon 
it; 
Surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
But the word of our God stands forever. 

Paul’s truth was important, and staying on the 
right path would require the Corinthians to know 
that God’s promise of comfort is available as 
they seek to endure criticism and rejection. 

Verse by verse footnotes: 

v. 1-2 Paul uses Greek terms in this opening that 
identify the Corinthian believers with the terms 
used in the Greek translation of the Hebrew 
Scriptures (the “LXX” or “Septuagint”) for 
Israel.  In doing so, he is likening both Jew and 
Gentile believers in Yeshua (Jesus) to the 
commonwealth body of God’s people throughout 
the Scriptures.  Examples include, 

• “brother” Greek adelphos, parallel 
Hebrew ach – used in the Tanakh for 
fellow countryman 

• “saints” (Gk. hagios; parallel Heb root. 
Kdsh) indicating something or someone 
set apart as special for service to God. 

In verse 2, possibly to make a point theologically 
and confront those who may deny the divinity of 
Messiah, he forms a blessing and uses 

• “Lord” (Gk. Kurios; parallel Heb. 
YHVH) indicating the divine nature of 
Messiah Yeshua.  While kurios can be a 
title, its use in the LXX for the divine 
name of God is replete.  It is also 
important to note that the Roman 
emperor was “kurios” and denoting Jesus 
as Lord not only made waves with the 
Jews who see the parallel term of God the 
Father in the LXX, but with Romans who 
would see it as usurping the singular high 
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position of the emperor when it is placed 
as a descriptor of Messiah. 

V. 3-7 The God of comfort begs comparison to 
Isaiah 40, introduces God as paraclete—one who 
comes alongside.  This Greek term conveys the 
image of a helper, instructor, comforter and 
strengthener.  Believers who follow Messiah 
have been promised hardship.  Yet, they are also 
promised comfort, encouragement and 
consolation (παράκλησις) from the Father as is 
spoke of in the LXX Greek in Job 21:2, Psalm 
34:20, Isaiah 66:11 and Jeremiah 38:9.  As well, 
this same image of comforter is prophetically 
and directly attributed to Messiah in Isaiah and 
the Gospels.  Further, the Holy Spirit is 
described using the same Greek term 
παράκλησις. 

v. 8-11 One may assume the pressures on those 
faithful to Paul’s Gospel were facing pressures 
and trials.  Trade guilds would exclude those 
outside their circle of beliefs, factions would 
form both socially and religiously quite naturally 
in Corinthian culture (see Witherington, B. 
(2012) A Week in the Life of Corinth. IVP 
Academic).  Paul shares his trials here to give 
comparative hope to those under pressure.  As 
well, he points out that circumstances beyond 
our ability are the only invariable faith-builders.  
If you cannot explain how you were delivered, 
God becomes most visible, and your belief in 
Him as helper and savior progresses. 

Finally, verse 11 mentions the encouragement to 
what seems to be group prayer.  Not only is this 
consistent with the set-time prayers of Israel and 
the believers (see Acts 3:1) but it also provides a 
helpful forum for the sharing of circumstances 

from which God has delivered individuals.  Such 
a forum builds the faith of each individual 
participating.   

Prayer meetings at Marion Bible Fellowship are 
scheduled for just such purposes as well.   

The parallel gathering prescribed in the Torah 
included a special peace offering called the 
thanksgiving offering (Leviticus 7:11-18).  
Herein, the one who wished to thank God for a 
blessing or deliverance would offer a whole 
animal, assumed to be too large for the family to 
eat, and would be commanded to eat it all in a 
short time, necessitating the inviting of friends 
who may hypothetically ask, “What brings this 
occasion of thanksgiving to the Lord?”  Our 
celebration of American Thanksgiving holiday 
used to be much the same when it was done in 
recognition of God’s mercy, comfort and 
faithfulness to us. 

V.12-14 Paul now directs his words squarely to 
those who have accepted his first letter.  The 
recipients and intended audience of 2Corinthinas 
are those who accepted 1Corinthians instructions 
and criticism. 

13 For we write nothing else to you than 
what you read and understand, and I 
hope you will understand until the 
end; 14 just as you also partially did 
understand us, that we are your reason to 
be proud as you also are ours 

v. 15-23 Here Paul evidently addresses criticism 
here to the effect he promised to come to Corinth 
and then did not.  Instead, both here and in 
chapter 2, 7 and 8, he will cite the situation that 



 

2CORINTHIANS  --  CHAPTER 1  4 
 

CONTEXT AND 
COMMENTARY 

demanded he alter his plans due to developments 
in their congregation that caused him to shift the 
timing of his visit with them. 

Vacillating preachers and teaches were popularly 
criticized in Corinthian culture.  This was likely 
the reason some of Paul’s opponents raised the 
concern about the reliability of his statements, 
maybe even carrying that forward to question the 
truth of his message.  That may have been the 
reason Paul shifts his defense to his teaching in 
verses 17-22.  In essence, this section says, 
“many say, ‘How can you trust this vacillator 
who promised to visit and then did not show 
up?”  But I did not vacillate on my promise.  
Instead, the condition you Corinthians created by 
rejecting me altered my plans (see v. 23 and 
chapter 2 as he embellishes more on his reason 
for delaying his trip).  As to my message, I have 
not vacillated, and in fact the same consistent 
message has been presented by myself, Timothy 
and Silvanus.”  Paul essentially takes on the 
charge of vacillating on his promises to visit 
them as well as the extended charge of his 
message being untrustworthy (the intent of his 
critics calling him a vacillator). 

v. 24 Paul knows as we do, that you cannot force 
belief in others.  Instead, when a brother wanders 
or is deceived, a friend brings them back with 
reproof or rebuke.  In such a way, both may 
enjoy the blessings of God.  Paul’s words for this 
are that he is a, “worker with you for your joy.” 

Parallels to this same concept include, 

“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him 
his fault, between you and him alone. If he 

listens to you, you have gained your brother.” 
(Matthew 18:15) 

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any 
transgression, you who are spiritual should 
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. (Galatians 
6:1) 

Do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as 
a brother. (2Thessalonians 3:15) 

My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from 
the truth and someone brings him back, let him 
know that whoever brings back a sinner from his 
wandering will save his soul from death and will 
cover a multitude of sins. (James 5:19-20) 

7 “Now as for you, son of man, I have appointed 
you a watchman for the house of Israel; so you 
will hear a message from My mouth and give 
them warning from Me. 8 When I say to the 
wicked, ‘O wicked man, you will surely die,’ and 
you do not speak to warn the wicked from his 
way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity, 
but his blood I will require from your hand. 9 But 
if you on your part warn a wicked man to turn 
from his way and he does not turn from his way, 
he will die in his iniquity, but you have delivered 
your life.” (Ezekiel 33:7-12) 

“You shall not hate your brother in your heart, 
but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, 
lest you incur sin because of him.” (Leviticus 
19:17) 

Let a righteous man strike me—it is a kindness; 
let him rebuke me—it is oil for my head; let my 
head not refuse it.  (Psalm 141:5) 
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2CORINTHIANS 2 

Struggling to Live the Greatest 
Commandment 

There are a lot of situations in life that are not 
pleasant.  In today’s world, unpleasantness is 
avoided at all costs.  Being pleasant and 
assuming all is well, being courteous and 
overlooking issues of concern is promoted.  
Criticism and creating an unpleasant situation are 
considered evil and hateful.  But this was not so 
for Paul in 2Corinthians 2. 

Sometime life requires speaking a corrective.  
Caring requires that you discuss and challenge an 
unpleasant norm somene is practicing.  To love 
your neighbor, one must care enough to bring up 
and challenge unpleasant things. 

Paul wants to convey this form of love of his 
friends in Corinth in this chapter.  His previous 
words to them were penned in love.  This was 
not clear enough to them in his previous letter or 
during his recent painful visit to them judging 
from his words here.  His intent was not to create 
sorrow or yell at them, instead it was to correct a 
situation from which he had fear for their well-
being. 

As you face or endure a rebuke, a correction, a 
challenge from a friend, or other unpleasant 
circumstance next time, turn back to 
2Corinthians 2 and consider Paul’s words.  
Examine the situation afresh and remove the 
offense you feel for a moment to consider what 
good your critic or the correction you are facing 

might hold.  Avoid assuming the worse of you 
accuser and give benefit of the doubt to the one 
who you are assuming dislikes you or who you 
are characterizing as meanspirited.  Consider this 
attitude that was in Paul’s heart and in the 
Psalmist’s heart who wrote, 

An honest answer is like a kiss on the 
lips. 

Proverbs 24:26 

Verse by verse footnotes: 

v. 1-5 Paul begins chapter to by taking on the 
critics who play off the fact that he has not 
returned as promised.  It could be that those who 
chose to support him were being criticized for 
following someone who wasn’t even present as 
were the other false teachers some had chosen to 
follow in Corinth.  In the verses that follow, it 
will also become apparent that his hard stance 
against sin being tolerated by the Corinthians as 
addressed in chapter 5 of his first letter has 
created some dissention against him.  He also 
wants then to understand the heart of his 
criticism.  It is not based on a desire to provoke 
sorrow or hatred, but instead was written in 
sorrow and with heartfelt concern.  A loving 
parent does not enjoy disciplining children, but 
instead does so with sorrow to provoke 
necessary change for the good of the child. 

v. 5-11 Paul uses his topic of sorrow now to shift 
the subject from himself and the Corinthians 
who have accepted his first letter to the brother 
who was spoken of in 1Corinthians 5, the one 
who was practicing sin and that the assembly 
was hosting.  Recall that a rebuke was given to 
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them by Paul to remove sin by expelling the 
sinful members if it be necessary in order to 
provoke repentance in them.  This evidently was 
done and had produced a rejection of Paul by 
some in the assembly.  Judging from Paul’s self-
defense here, some Corinthians must have felt 
Paul was mean-spirited to advise the assembly to 
expel the immoral brother as he advised.  So, 
here Paul writes to restore the brother spoken of 
in 1Corinthians 5. 

What has changed?  Has Paul back peddled so 
that he can regain the Corinthian assembly’s 
favor?  By no means.  The one expelled has done 
just as he had hoped:  He has repented and now 
requires fresh consideration.  Restoration is in 
order.  The lost sheep has returned, and all sense 
of rejection should be removed.  The original 
hard stance that evidently led to some of Paul’s 
rejection by the Corinthians now becomes an 
equally hard stance to restore the brother who 
has repented.  He elevates his argument to 
restore the repentant brother by evoking the title 
of Messiah as the basis for his argument and 
insinuates that unforgiveness would be of Satan. 

Later, Paul will write similarly, 

8 For though I caused you sorrow by my 
letter, I do not regret it; though I did 
regret it—for I see that that letter caused 
you sorrow, though only for a while— 9 I 
now rejoice, not that you were made 
sorrowful, but that you were made 
sorrowful to the point of repentance; for 
you were made sorrowful according 
to the will of God, so that you might not 
suffer loss in anything through us. 10 For 
the sorrow that is according to the will 

of God produces a repentance without 
regret, leading to salvation, but the 
sorrow of the world produces death. 

2Corinthians 7:8-10 

v. 12-13 A brief defense and answering of critics 
is given here where Paul reviews the reason for 
him not yet visiting them a third time as 
promised.  Recall that vacillating on promises 
was a character in leaders that was used by 
Paul’s critics to demean his character and 
trustworthiness, even to the point of his critics 
using the fact that he had not yet returned as 
promised to also say that his message is not 
worthy of consideration because he was a 
promise-breaker.  Paul gives some context and 
reason for his delay in coming here.  He has not 
broken his word, but has rather been delayed.  
He had received the good news of their 
compliance to his first letter (the “open door” of 
their acceptance of his letter referred to here and 
in 1Corinthians 16:9), and to the sinful brother’s 
repentance through Titus (see 2Corinthians 7:5-
16 for more context).  The shortest route back to 
visit them was to go from Ephesians to Troas 
(Alexandria Troas), a port in Asia minor leading 
first to Philippi in Macedonia.  One would then 
take the westward road and turn south into 
Greece to arrive at Corinth.  So, he is essentially 
saying that he delayed his journey to them due to 
their rejection of him and then set out to visit 
after receiving the “open door” of his acceptance 
of his letter.  Verse 13 indicates that he was 
searching for Titus, possibly to talk with him 
personally, along this route to Corinth, but 
needed to abandon his search for a direct word 
from Titus and accept Titus’ letter to him as 
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proof enough that he would be welcomed in 
Corinth if he visited. 

v. 14-17 Here Paul references the Corinthian’s 
acceptance of him as a determining factor of 
whether they are in a “living” or “dying” group.  
No mincing of words here, and no shirking from 
casting away his critics and rejectors, Paul 
begins this section by alluding to the triumphal 
processions typical of Roman victory parades 
wherein the victors are exalted and the defeated 
are humiliated.  Further, Paul creates a second 
contrast to drive home the same point, separating 
those accepting him, or as he puts it, finding his 
message a “sweet aroma,” as those who are in 
Christ, while those who reject him, or as he puts 
it, finding his message to be “the stench of 
death,” as those who are not in Christ, not saved. 

Why might Paul feel confident in his judgement 
of other teachers and the ways they are teaching 
to the point of essentially excluding them from 
salvation? The end of verse 16 may be Paul’s 
way of phrasing jus this question to the reader, 
“And who is adequate for these things?”  It may 
also be Paul’s way of saying, “Why can I say 
such things against my accusers, and what makes 
one adequate to claim such?” Verse 17 follows 
by citing the fact that he is faithfully teaching by 
the Scriptures where others corrupt the 
Scriptures for the sake of their arguments.  We 
find this same truth when a modern preacher 
charismatically pulls a verse from text and 
begins then to speak as they wish, leaving the 
context behind and presenting a message that 
eventually leads to multiple conflicts with other 
Scripture as they go.  Such preaching leads 
followers away from God while sounding sweet 
and nice. 

As you consider the previous admonition to 
humbly consider correction when it comes, recall 
the following verses to help you allow input by 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  Examine advice 
carefully, but know that considering a corrective 
word, like the word Paul gave to the Corinthians, 
does not mean you accept it, but comparing it to 
Scripture and considering its acceptance my 
bring you closer to Christ. 

Hebrews 12:11 
For the moment all discipline seems painful 
rather than pleasant, but later it yields the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have 
been trained by it. 

Proverbs 15:32 
Whoever ignores instruction despises himself, 
but he who listens to reproof gains intelligence. 

Proverbs 12:1 
Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but 
he who hates reproof is stupid. 

Galatians 6:1 
Brothers, if anyone is caught in any 
transgression, you who are spiritual should 
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch 
on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 

Hebrews 12:6 
For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and 
chastises every son whom he receives. 

Job 5:17 
Behold, blessed is the one whom God reproves; 
therefore despise not the discipline of the 
Almighty. 
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Proverbs 1:7 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge; fools despise wisdom and 
instruction. 

Proverbs 10:17 
Whoever heeds instruction is on the path to life, 
but he who rejects reproof leads others astray. 

Whichever advisor lines up with Scripture 
should be the one you accept: 

2 Timothy 3:16 
All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness. 

2 Timothy 4:2 
Preach the word; be ready in season and out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with 
complete patience and teaching. 

Hebrews 4:12 
For the word of God is living and active, sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing to the 
division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of 
marrow, and discerning the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. 

Proverbs 6:23 
For the commandment is a lamp and the teaching 
a light, and the reproofs of discipline are the way 
of life. 

Psalm 94:12 
Blessed is the man whom you discipline, O Lord, 
and whom you teach out of your law. 

 

Children are to be trained: 

Proverbs 13:24 
Whoever spares the rod hates his son, but he who 
loves him is diligent to discipline him. 

Proverbs 29:15 
The rod and reproof give wisdom, but a child left 
to himself brings shame to his mother. 

Proverbs 22:15 
Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the 
rod of discipline drives it far from him. 

Proverbs 23:13 
Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you 
strike him with a rod, he will not die. 

Proverbs 29:17 
Discipline your son, and he will give you rest; he 
will give delight to your heart. 

And so are we: 

Proverbs 3:12 
For the Lord reproves him whom he loves, as a 
father the son in whom he delights. 

Proverbs 8:33 
Hear instruction and be wise, and do not neglect 
it. 

Revelation 3:19 
“Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so 
be zealous and repent.” 
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2CORINTHIANS 3 

Who is a Trustworthy Teacher?  
There are many voices in life, all vying for our 
attention, our loyalty, our support and our 
affection.  Some of these voices come from 
academics, some from charismatic speakers and 
some from folks with catchy ideas.  Who should 
we give our attention to?  Who should we assign 
ourselves to as students?  Who should earn our 
respect? 

Such was the case in Corinth, Paul being one of 
those voices to consider.  There were teachers 
who were interesting to hear and those who 
carried impressive titles and degrees.  Yet Paul, 
in the opening lines of chapter 3, appeals to the 
Corinthians on two bases: 

1. He was the founder of their assembly. 
2. He was a messenger of a new covenant 

based on humility, not personal earthly 
credentials. 

The chapter begins with the topic of credentials 
and who one’s loyalties should belong if they are 
a child of God in Messiah.  Should we be drawn 
to the prowess of the academic and learned or 
should we instead be drawn to those who walk in 
humility, presenting only the worth of Messiah 
and the Truth of the Word of God? 

Verse by verse footnotes: 

v. 1 A letter of commendation was common in 
Greco-Roman society.  Notes of endorsement 
were common to grant a traveler lodging for the 

night or acceptance into a group or community 
more so that simple personal claims.  Paul may 
have carried a letter from Titus as he returned to 
Corinth.  While common today to argue one’s 
own point, Greek society did not uphold personal 
arguments for the defense of oneself, except of 
philosophers of reputation who had earned 
personal credibility and following already. 

v. 2-3 Paul pushes the people of Corinth for a 
reconsideration of his opponents, who claim 
credibility as specialists of the Old Covenant, 
that of the Torah as an external guide to life.  
Instead, Paul references himself as a specialist in 
teaching the prophecy of the Torah written 
internally on the believer’s heart, a New 
Covenant.  The writing of the Torah on people’s 
hearts is the fulfillment of promises made in 
Torah itself (Deuteronomy 30:6, 11-14).  It is 
also brough forward by Jeremiah (31:31-34) and 
Ezekiel (36: 26-27) wherein believers are given 
hearts of teachable flesh rather than stone so that 
they desire to learn and live by the 
commandments of Torah.  The Old Covenant is 
in contrast to this, as the Torah is written in the 
Old Covenant not on the heart, but on “tablets of 
stone,” essentially saying that the unbeliever in 
Yeshua does not have the heart/desire to obey 
what God commands.  They may obey, but it is 
not from a heart that is redeemed. 

v. 4-6 Because obedience in the New Covenant 
does not come from the individual, but from God 
marking and converting the heart of a believer, 
foisting oneself as responsible or credible for 
obedient behavior is misplaced.  God deserves 
the credit for who we are as believers.  In like 
fashion, those who build their resume on 
obedience to Torah, are condemned because the 
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Torah is given to convey a standard of conduct 
none of us reach.  It is no doubt righteous and 
good, but it essentially condemns us to judgment 
(e.g. Exodus 20:19).  The Spirit leads us to 
humility before God through our realization that 
we should be humbled by the Torah and by 
God’s grace in forgiving us through the sacrifice 
of perfect Messiah that covers our falling short 
of Torah.  This is the root of the statement, “The 
letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.” 

v.7-11 Paul compares two miraculous events as 
“signs and wonders” confirming God’s 
covenants.  Certainly, the giving of the Torah 
was attended by smoke on the mountain, thunder 
and lightning as well as the face of Moses 
temporarily shining as he came out form the 
presence of God.  Similarly, the giving of the 
Spirit (Acts 2) was attended by tongues of fire 
descending on the apostles.  Both have their 
glory.  Yet the giving of the Law presented the 
consequence of death as it was established as a 
covenant.  It did not offer deliverance or life.  In 
contrast, the New Covenant, because of the way 
it gave a new heart and forgiveness to the 
follower, gave life—a much superior blessing.  
This is not to say that the New Covenant is 
divorced from the Old.  It maintains the same 
revelation to the believer as to what is right and 
what is wrong.  But it goes beyond that, working 
at the level of the heart to enable and encourage 
the believer to obediently follow. This addition 
consummates a full relationship with God, 
recreating the original heart of Adam wherein he 
walked with a heart towards obedience, rather 
than a heart torn between two affections. 

Such comparison is not unusual in Hebrew 
thought.  Jewish sages often are put in situations 

as the read and study the Torah where conflict 
exists between two situations or two 
commandments and a decision of which should 
prevail needs to be made.  For instance, when 
war breaks out on Yom Kippur, the Day of 
Atonement, when no work is to be done, does 
the nation fight in defense or do they obey the 
commandment to cease from work on Yom 
Kippur and be overrun?  A setting aside of one 
commandment (Leviticus 23:26-32; Yom 
Kippur) is necessary when conflict exists with a 
greater situation arises (Deuteronomy 4:1, 16:20; 
preserving life and justice).   

These decisions carry the title, “kal v’chomer” 
(“light to heavy”) in Hebrew and in Latin a 
similar concept exists for legal decisions called, 
“a fortiori,” (from the stronger case).  Can you 
think of other Biblical examples of a conflict of 
commandments that demands one be set aside 
situationally for the upholding of another?  
When is it acceptable to set aside a 
commandment and when is it not? 

v.12-17 Ancient Greeks often used the term Paul 
uses here for the boldness or frankness of his 
message (παρρησία, parrēsía) to contrast with 
other teachers who would compromise the truth 
of their teaching to appease an audience. Paul is 
essentially saying he is bold and truthful rather 
than compromising and popular, essentially 
casting doubt on the teachings of his opponents. 
Compart this to the warning of Paul to Timothy, 

For the time will come when they will not 
tolerate sound doctrine; but wanting to 
have their ears tickled, they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers in 
accordance with their own desires, and 
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they will turn their ears away from the 
truth and will turn aside to myths. 
(1Timothy 4:3-4) 

Paul is direct and unapologetic in his comparison 
of Mosaic revelation as it compares to apostolic 
revelation, using the fact that Moses had to cover 
his face as he came to represent Torah to Israel. 
This illustrates that in the Old Covenant, the 
people were not desirous of the Torah of God, let 
alone His true presence.  Alternatively, in 
Messiah, we are given new hearts that are 
cleansed, removing the veil with confidence as 
our transgression and old heart of stone are 
removed.  The inner presence of God and the 
mandates of the Torah become opportunities to 
grow rather than mandates which we follow or 
die.  Our relationship to God and Torah is 
changed when we are saved by the death and 
resurrection of Messiah.   

This is the life and truth of the New Covenant 
and the freedom or liberty Paul speaks of in 
verse 17 is not freedom to set aside the Law, but 
rather freedom from the judgment we would face 
if the Law were applied to us apart from 
Messiah’s payment for our sin. 

v.17-18 A comparison and continuity is 
presented in the tripartite representation of God.  
Father, Son and Spirit are alternately used 
throughout this section to establish the 
consistency and oneness of the covenants and 
truths of the Scriptures.  To us, we may read this 
as, “the truth of Moses is the truth of Messiah.” 
We may also read this as, “The revelation of God 
the Father is not in conflict with the revelation of 
the Son and also the Spirit.”  The case here is the 
same as Messiah’s argument in John 9, 

“And the Father who sent Me, He has 
testified of Me. You have neither heard 
His voice at any time nor seen His 
form. You do not have His word abiding 
in you, for you do not believe Him whom 
He sent. 

You search the Scriptures because you 
think that in them you have eternal life; it 
is these that testify about Me; and you 
are unwilling to come to Me so that you 
may have life. I do not receive glory from 
men; but I know you, that you do not 
have the love of God in yourselves. I have 
come in My Father’s name, and you do 
not receive Me; if another comes in his 
own name, you will receive him. How can 
you believe, when you receive glory from 
one another and you do not 
seek the glory that is from the one 
and only God? Do not think that I will 
accuse you before the Father; the one 
who accuses you is Moses, in whom you 
have set your hope. For if you believed 
Moses, you would believe Me, for he 
wrote about Me. But if you do not believe 
his writings, how will you believe My 
words?” (John 5:37-47) 
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2CORINTHIANS 4 

You’re Not OK, I’m Not OK…and 
That’s OK!  
One of the hardest things to do, either to yourself 
or before others, is to admit you are wrong.  
Being wrong puts you in a subordinate position.  
It potentially puts you on the defensive, and 
places someone else in charge of the moment.  
You no longer lead the conversation.  Someone 
else can grab the podium, and you may be asked 
to step aside.  In that moment, you are reduced to 
the level of listener rather than speaker and  

People avoid being wrong several ways.  They 
may argue they are right.  They may switch gears 
to another argument.  They may confuse the 
situation to derail the topic of discussion, or they 
may simply stay quiet to avoid putting 
themselves at risk of being wrong before others 
when conversations begin, generally.  In any 
case, we do not enjoy being wrong. 

Paul does not seem to be bothered if his 
reputation is blemished by what he represents.  
He has appealed in chapter 3 to the fact that he is 
not reliant on academic credentials to build up 
has case before the Corinthians.  He is not 
looking for personal authority or prominence or 
reverence for himself.  Instead, he presents 
Messiah and the New Covenant to the 
Corinthians.  He simply restates the truths of 
Scripture, the fulfillment of the Prophets. 

Nobody is perfect in what they say, but Paul has 
confidence in what he says because what he 
presents is not from himself.  What he presents is 

from the Scriptures.  If anything is wrong in 
what he has said, it would have to be the Bible, 
and the Bible would not be wrong, because it has 
endured for 3500 years as a source of truth.  
Further, it is the book everyone is gathering 
around at the church in Corinth, and today it is 
the book everyone is carrying around in 
churches.  If an argument is built on it, it is 
incontrovertibly a solid case.  Remember this 
when you present an argument.  Do not hearken 
to your “superior reasoning” or your academic 
degrees to make your points.  Instead, become an 
expert in a outside Source of truth—one that has 
been around a lot longer than you, and one that 
has been thoroughly tested over the ages.  
Restate the Bible in all you do. 

Verse by verse footnotes: 

v. 1-3 Paul begins chapter 3 with, “therefore.”  
When you run across the word, “therefore” in 
Scripture or in any literature, it means you 
should review what was previously said and 
established.  “I have washed your shirt, therefore 
you can iron it” means that you should not iron a 
dirty shirt.  Since one thought has been 
established, the next point can be made.  Chapter 
4 makes additional points and it does so on the 
foundations built in chapter 3.  If you run across 
a “therefore” in Scripture, you need to be 
familiar with what was previously said.  If you 
cannot recall the previous point, go back and 
review it before you read on. 

Paul follows his argument in chapter three, that 
we are able to understand the Scripture well 
because of the fact we are members of the New 
Covenant, forgiven in Messiah, and indwelt by 
the Spirit, with several assumptions.  The first of 
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these is that we can have confidence apart from 
presenting ourselves as reliable sources of truth 
because we have the backing of the entire Word 
of God. 

Teachers of theories may use the Bible 
incompletely, pulling a verse here and there and 
reinserting them into their argument.  To Paul, 
this is what others teachers are doing to the 
believers in Corinth and it is shameful, crafting 
and distorting the message of Scripture as a 
whole.  Instead of just being another version of 
these techniques, Paul places his message before 
others, explains the Scriptural basis for his points 
and allows others to test it against the Word of 
God.  Those who cannot contest it based on the 
Word, or those who argue against it in spite of 
the Word of God are argued to still have veiled 
eyes, unable to see the truth due to unbelief and 
still slaves to sin and Satan. 

V.5-6 It is common to preach oneself.  The 
constant exchange of opinions in public life and 
between friends dwarfs the exchange of biblical 
thought.  In our era, to bring forth something 
from Scripture and acknowledge it as from the 
Bible almost immediately produces discomfort.  
Why is this? 

Further, church sermons are, more and more, 
dissertations on “life application and personal 
opinion.”  A charismatic pastor can talk for an 
hour after reading one verse of Scripture, never 
mentioning another verse at all!  We have come 
to a time where interesting thoughts are more 
appealing than being expert in the thoughts of 
the Scripture.  Good sounding words have 
become the interest of the day.  Authoritative, 
bold exposition of the Bible is too imposing. 

v. 7-12 “Earthen vessels” is a reference to our 
mortal bodies, so the point here is that Paul’s life 
here on earth is devoted to the conveyance of this 
message of Messiah and the New Covenant.  It is 
not a popular message, nor one that is crafted of 
men to bring them applause or reverence from 
others, but it is a message from God that brings 
challenge to the carrier, yet blessing to others 
and honor to God the Father and His Messiah. 

Note the experience we are offered, once called 
to live and teach this message. 

We are: We are not: 
Crushed/perplexed Despairing 
Persecuted Forsaken 
Struck down Destroyed 

In other words, in this world you will have 
trouble and challenge, but take heart and be 
willing to stand for truth because God will not 
allow you to be overwhelmed.  That being the 
case, what does it mean if your life is easy? Are 
you willing to do hard things? 

v. 13-15 Faith is variously defined in the world 
today.  It can simply be an acknowledgement of 
something you believe will happen, “I have faith 
you will be there,” but in the biblical sense, it is 
something that guides your actions.  We read, 
“Abraham believed God, and it was credited to 
him as righteousness.”  Abraham did not just 
consider God and agree in his mind that God was 
real.  Instead, he changed his life so that he did 
what God said to do, even if impractical and 
implausible. 
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Psalm 116:10 if brought forward by Paul in verse 
13.  Psalm 116 is a Psalm of faith and obedience 
to God being greater than the challenges of 
people around us.  It mentions persecution, but 
has the psalmist express his faith-choice to walk 
with God, regardless the cold reception he might 
receive from those around him.  Paul encourages 
the Corinthians to exercise this approach to life 
even if it results in death, because “he who raised 
Messiah Yeshua from the dead will raise us also 
with Him.”  Live for the greater reward that 
awaits those who order their life by their faith in 
God.  This life is temporary, but eternity is 
forever.  Don’t live well temporarily at the 
expense of eternity.  Please the One who will 
determine your Eternity in all you do during your 
temporary life.  Think and live by “deferred 
gratification” when the world calls you one way 
and God’s Word says another. 

v. 16-18 Thinking “long-term” has amazing 
power to have you avoid sin and trouble in life.  
Most of sin and disaster in life comes form not 
thinking ahead.  The Bible is a book of long-term 
thinking and wisdom.  It denounces 
emotionalism and short-sighted action and 
encourages thought and consideration before 
going down a path.  It favors small losses over 
large.  It tells us to endure a little hardship for the 
great reward that can come our way if we do so.  
In the final words of 2Corinthians 4, Paul 
contrasts the temporal with the eternal, favoring 
the eternal.  He contrasts momentary light 
affliction with eternal glory.   He encourages us 
to favor things yet unseen (the long-term) over 
things temporary (the short term, immediate 
opportunities). 

Living life in Messiah needs to be intentional, 
tolerant of missed opportunities to make the 
most of this life and oriented to long-term 
results.  It needs to be lived with the 
understanding that our own thoughts and 
analysis are often flawed and that reference to 
the Word of God is daily bread required for life 
lived to the fullest.  We must understand that we 
are, by nature, people who think mostly in the 
moment and people who trust our own wisdom 
way too much.  We love to consider popular 
ideas and arguments to a fault.  Instead, we must 
return to walking carefully as Messiah walked 
and be willing to sacrifice opportunities that the 
world offers when they conflict with the Word of 
God. 

Behold, as for the proud one, His soul is 
not right within him; But the righteous 
will live by his faith." (Habakkuk 2:4) 
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2CORINTHIANS 5 

No pain, No Gain. 
Runners and other athletes train hard.  They 
likely did not enter their sport for the pain and 
anguish it required to become good and win the 
prize, but rather they trained under duress with 
their eye on the goal, the prize, the reward at the 
end. 

A good athlete concentrates on the end of the 
competition.  He is not distracted, nor does he 
doubt whether the prize is worth the suffering 
along the way.  He knows and believes in 
sayings such as, “no pain, no gain.” With this 
line of thinking, challenges and hardships faced 
along the way are changed in his mind to 
positives.  They are seen to increase his 
likelihood of winning in the end and reaching his 
goal. 

Such is the case with our lives as believers.  We 
are told we exist for deferred gratification.  The 
deferral may be sometime later in life or may 
even be in the next life, but we are asked to have 
faith that keeps us walking in the ways God 
commands.  Despite temptations and difficulties, 
failures and the pain of rejection, we keep our 
walk consistent. As we waver, we find that the 
certainty of the goal we had fades and troubles 
increase for us.  We are convinced we need to 
rejoin the path we were on before, and when we 
do return, we find renewed strength and certainty 
in the value of the prize that awaits. Messiah’s 
life is once again in view and we fall in step with 
Him. 

Verse by verse footnotes: 

v. 1-5 The Feast of Tabernacles recalls each year 
the experience the Israelites had while 
journeying through the harsh and unforgiving 
wilderness. Life was not easy and dependence on 
God was necessary.  Focusing on the prize of 
reaching the Promised Land was the only 
thought they had that would carry them along.  
Yet Israel struggled to stay on the path. They 
complained, wished to turn back and bickered 
with the representatives God sent to encourage 
them along the way.  They were like reluctant 
athletes who complain of sore muscles, thirst and 
the hardships of the journey to success.  A few 
challenge questions for us as believers today 
might be whether we have made our walk of 
faith so routine that we do not feel inclined to 
face challenges.  What if a choice were placed 
before you where faith and opportunity were 
conflicted?  Can you describe such a 
circumstance recently in your life? 

V. 6-10 Our choices in every moment of life are 
governed by priorities.  For some, priorities shift 
based on the opportunity before them.  For 
others, the priority is to please others, and their 
direction is based on the desires of others and 
what would please them.  For still others, the 
priority is themselves and gratifying the desires 
they have.  For yet another group it is God and 
staying the path that Messiah walked.  Pleasing 
God in all circumstances was Paul’s priority. 

“What would Jesus Do?” is a common phrase.  It 
is consistent with Paul’s words here.  As we face 
circumstances and choices, the long-term goal-
oriented thing to do is what Jesus did.  Following 
Him leads to the greatest eternal reward.  It is the 
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path of wisdom that avoids trouble and preserves 
stability.  Following this path has us experience 
missed opportunities.  It does not let us 
participate in all we would like to, but it is long-
term thinking and is best for us, always.  Ignore 
Messiah’s life and the commandments of God at 
your own peril. 

v. 11-15 Beginning with “therefore,” Paul relates 
His next point to what precedes.  He has just 
finished with establishing that the way we live 
this life should be governed by the knowledge 
that we will give account of our deeds to God.  
Therefore, Paul (and we) should remain certain 
of our standing before God because we know our 
need for Christ and His forgiveness and are 
members of this New Covenant Paul is 
representing.  Unlike his competitors in 
preaching, regardless of their credentials, 
charismatic talents, or reputation, Paul sees faith 
in Messiah as the fear of God.  Can you imagine 
standing before the judgment seat of God 
without a Savior?  This is far from saying Paul is 
only teaching about Messiah as Savior while 
discounting the obedience that should 
characterize the life of a follower of Christ, but it 
is to contrast other teachers that would at all take 
away from the first importance of Jesus in our 
hope of redemption before the Father.  God 
provided His Son in offering to pay for us.  To 
even slightly diminish the necessity of that gift, 
first and foremost, is to insult God the Father. 

v. 16-19 We tend to value people with academic 
degrees.  A speaker with solid reasoning is also 
quickly trusted.  Yet Paul appeals on the basis of 
his knowledge and relationship with Messiah, on 
the basis of being fully dependent on Him.  From 
this, Paul has formed his entire message, the 

Gospel of the New Covenant.  Faith in Messiah, 
experiencing rebirth and hearing the inner call to 
obey are priority.  Having others revere him is of 
no interest to Paul.  We need to take on the mind 
of Paul.  Why is it you live life as you do?  Why 
is it you preach, share the Gospel, help others or 
do what you do each day?  Is it for God to be 
glorified or for you to be admired by others?  All 
we do should bring attention to Him. 

v. 20-21 The conclusion of the chapter brings 
Paul’s main ministry point into focus once again.  
He appeals to the Corinthians to consider the 
subject of his Gospel, that of them receiving 
Jesus Christ as the one who saves them from sin 
and ushering in a New Covenant life of righteous 
obedience to Torah. 

We should recall as we life our lives for Messiah 
that we will face temptation.  Typically, we hear 
that and we assume the temptation is to turn and 
do frankly evil things.  This is not always the 
case.  More typical is that we find temptation to 
step aside for our walk to seize an opportunity.  
We may also wish to quit the race we are in and 
rest along the side.  Missing out on recreation 
and wanting to avoid suffering, rejection or just 
simple controversy are much more common 
ways we can hider our walk of faith.  Remember 
the words of Paul that encourage us to remain 
steadfast to walk as Messiah walked, to not grow 
faint and to concentrate on the prize that is 
ahead.  Such words inspire.  Such words prompt 
us to endure some small losses to achieves a 
greater gain.  Life is a series of choices: We 
cannot have everything we want, and our 
decisions determine both where we end up and 
how much success we enjoy. 
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2CORINTHIANS 6 

Empty Vessels Delivering Great 
Wealth 
Sometimes big things come in small and 
unimpressive packages.  You’ve seen this, as 
you look over the gifts at Christmas.  Remember 
comparing your wrapped gifts with others.  You 
tried to be satisfied.  You tried to be content, but 
somehow the other people’s stash looked better 
than what you had before you.  Then you opened 
the gifts, and what was inside was pleasantly 
surprising. 

Such is the case many times with life.  Options 
before us can look one way and be another.  The 
Corinthians were a materialistic and worldly 
people, and they often evaluated opportunities 
and teachers the same way.  Flashy, large and 
impressive were the criteria that caught their 
attention, and a ruffled, small and unimpressive 
alternative was not something they naturally 
considered.  Appearance over content was the 
way they made choices.  Messiah, in His real 
form, would not have been someone they would 
admire.  Evidently, Paul needed to rain them to 
look for content over flashiness.  Choosing what 
was in the package was more important than how 
the package was wrapped. 

Paul was delivering words of life.  He was 
accurate and truthful.  Yet he delivered it in a 
plain wrapper, so to speak.  Others were 
delivering a sweet-smelling message in a well-
wrapped package.  Their product had more 
appeal, it just lacked the truth.  Sometimes truth 
is not that fun, not that appealing, yet it is what 

we should accept and welcome.  Truth is a hard 
sell in any day and age.  It is a small package 
with plain wrapping.  It is usually not well 
received. 

Verse by verse footnotes: 

v. 1-5 Paul brings forward a description of who 
he and his fellow messengers are from the 
previous chapter with the use of the word 
translated “co-workers.”.  In Chapter 5, verse 20, 
he similarly titles himself and “ambassador.” 
And ambassador was a representative of one 
country to another. How one treated a king’s 
ambassadors reflected the way they would treat 
the one who sent them. If the messenger was 
treated poorly, then the recipients of the 
messenger were treating the one who sent them 
poorly. Essentially, your attitude towards the 
messenger was your attitude towards the one 
who sent them. Since Paul had been sent by God 
the father and, through a vision, Messiah 
himself, Paul makes the point that the way 
individuals treated him was essentially reflective 
of their attitude towards the Father and the Son. 

Secondly, Paul Paul’s forward a passage from 
Isaiah that speaks of a time when messiah will 
come to the nations and draw them to God by 
offering them salvation. 

He says, “It is too small a thing that You 
should be My Servant 
To raise up the tribes of Jacob and to 
restore the preserved ones of Israel; 
I will also make You a light of the nations 
So that My salvation may reach to 
the end of the earth.” 



 

2CORINTHIANS  --  CHAPTER 6  2 
 

CONTEXT AND 
COMMENTARY 

 
Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of 
Israel and its Holy One, 
To the despised One, 
To the One abhorred by the nation, 
To the Servant of rulers, 
“Kings will see and arise, 
Princes will also bow down, 
Because of the Lord who is faithful, the 
Holy One of Israel who has chosen You.” 

 Thus says the Lord, 
“In a favorable time I have answered 
You, 
And in a day of salvation I have helped 
You 

Isaiah 49:6-8 

Paul is using this passage from Isaiah to illustrate 
the fact that the upstanding people of the world 
and those of great influence or not be those 
through whom God’s kingdom and salvation 
come. Instead, the upstanding people of this 
world will recognize and bow down to Messiah 
who came and lived in a lowly state. Paul will 
then continue in verses that follow to relate his 
hardships. These hardships essentially illustrate 
Paul’s character and show the consistency of his 
experience with that of Messiah. He hopes to 
further drive home the fact that the teachers that 
the Corinthian’s should value would not be 
based on appearances or polish but rather truth 
and dedication. 

v. 3-10 It was not uncommon for ancient sages to 
elaborate and demonstrate their integrity to 
follow a way of life by cataloging their 
sufferings. Here Paul lists six “troubles, 

hardships and distresses” in verses 4-5, seven 
virtues in verses 6-7, and nine contrasts in verses 
8- 10 to bolster the respect for his ministry and 
message. 

Troubles, Hardships and Distresses (v. 4-5) 

• Beatings 
• Imprisonment 
• Riots 
• Hard work 
• Sleepless nights 
• hunger 

Virtues (v. 6-7) 

• Purity 
• Understanding 
• Patience 
• Kindness 
• Love 
• Truthful speech 
• Righteousness 

Contrasts (v. 8-10) 

• Glory and Dishonor 
• Bad report and Good report 
• Genuine and Imposter 
• Known and Unknown 
• Dying and Living 
• Beaten not Killed 
• Sorrowful and Rejoicing 
• Poor and Rich 
• Poverty and Riches 
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v. 11-13 The world is full of takers.  In Messiah, 
we are called to be givers.  There are many ways 
to give: time, money, thoughtfulness and concern 
for others, defending the helpless and so on.  It is 
important as believers to be conspicuously 
generous and helpful.  As Messiah came from 
His high position to serve and support us, we too 
should live our lives in support of others.  This 
includes supporting those who dedicate themself 
to the Gospel when they put themselves at risk.  
We should not sit quietly while others berate 
them or fail to support them as the sacrifice for 
the Kingdom.  Paul is asking the Corinthians to 
partner with him, support him and essentially 
return the favor of love and support he has 
already given to them. 

Every believer can do the same in the fellowship 
of which they are a part.  Do you participate in 
the work being done?  Do you look for 
opportunities to share the burden of work, or do 
you come to experience and be fed, not to serve 
and build up the group? 

v. 14-18 There is either risk or reward that awaits 
your time with others.  The verses that complete 
chapter six are a warning mostly against teachers 
that are not presenting the truth.  The message 
here can be extended to those whom we spend 
time with otherwise, but surrounding yourself 
with good teachers and leaders is especially 
important and is the immediate context of Paul’s 
writings here.  In it’s most powerful sense, the 
accuracy of the way the Gospel is presented is 
paramount in Paul’s mind.  His entire letter so 
far is intended to get the Gospel right.  His point 
in these final verses of chapter 6 is strongly 
made, contrasting the falses teachers that were 

leading the Corinthians away from him to 
unbelievers, idolaters and unclean. 

Contrasts 

Good Teacher Bad Teacher 

Light Darkness 

Christ Belial 

Believer Unbeliever 

Temple Idols 

Do not be deceived: “Bad company corrupts 
good morals.” 

1Corinthians 15:33 

He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the 
companion of fools will suffer harm. 

Proverbs 13:20 

Leave the presence of a fool, or you will not 
discern words of knowledge. 

Proverbs 14:7 

How blessed is the man who does not walk in the 
counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the path of 
sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers! But his 
delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law 
he meditates day and night. He will be like a tree 
firmly planted by streams of water, which yields 
its fruit in its season and its leaf does not wither; 
And in whatever he does, he prospers. 

Psalm 1:1-4 
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Verse 15 contrasts Christ with Belial.  The 
word belial is found twenty-six times in the Old 
Testament and doesn't refer to a specific person 
or being, but to an idea or character trait akin to 
wickedness or worthlessness. The literal 
meaning in Hebrew combines the word for "not" 
and "profit." 
 
Some believe the word is more related to the idea 
of being "without a yoke," rebelliousness or 
lawlessness. In the Hebrew Scriptures, writers 
used the word to describe someone who is evil 
(Judges 19:22; 1Samuel 2:12). Paul seems to use 
Belial here as a proper name for Satan. 
 
In apocryphal Jewish writings, Belial is also a 
specific being—an angel who followed Satan 
instead of God (Book of Jubilees). In the 
Sibylline prophesies (150-180AD), Belial is 
prophesied as the coming Antichrist. This may 
have been influenced by 2 Thessalonians 2:3, in 
which Paul describes the Antichrist as "the man 
of lawlessness," which compares to the root 
meaning of the word. 
 
In more recent literature, Belial again is 
presented as a specific demon instead of just a 
concept in John Milton's Paradise Lost. 
 
Biblically, we can say that belial is used to either 
personify evil, describe the Antichrist, or be a 
name for Satan. Scripture itself does not indicate 
that Belial is the proper name of a specific 
demon. 

v. 16-18 These verses pull out references to the 
Temple as it represents the presence of God 
among His people.  Imagery of holiness not 
abiding with falsehood or uncleanness is the 

point of Paul’s reference.  In like fashion, the use 
of these verses is to say that in the same way 
God promised to dwell with His people if they 
kept sin and falsehood away, God will continue 
to dwell with the believers in Corinth if they 
purge false teachers and doctrine from 
themselves.  It is a threat of sorts to them, that if 
they coddle or follow the false teachers he is 
contending against, God will not be among them. 
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2CORINTHIANS 7 

You Think You’re Better than Others?  
Being truthful has taken a back seat nowadays to 
tolerance.  Avoiding offense is the goal, 
regardless the cost.  In our quest for “relevance,” 
we have compromised the truth.  We are so “in 
touch” with others, we fail to see the critical 
importance of calling others to know and turn to 
the Truth of Scripture.  When the highest virtue 
is to comfort and get along with everyone, we 
are no good to anyone. 

2Corinthians 7 is the final chapter in Paul’s 
defense of his ministry.  In it, he will defend the 
letter he sent to the Corinthians and the way he 
feels about its effect on those who responded to 
it and on those that did not.  He will emphasize 
the importance of presenting the truth of holiness 
and fidelity to the Word of God, despite the cost, 
and he will give us perspective on how we 
should feel when rejection of the message we 
carry is experienced. 

Paul is a brave soldier of Truth.  He is a great 
friend to us as he is willing to chronicle his 
experiences, good and bad, with us as he persists 
in his ministry of Truth.  Truth is not a popular 
thing today.  It has been set aside for tolerance, 
compromise and acceptance of what is false.  
Paul calls us to a different life than what you see 
around you in common Christianity.  You are 
called to know and present the truths of Scripture 
to others.  You are to know and communicate the 
value of walking in the truth to others.  You are 
to believe that truth delivers others from 
unnecessary hardship, and you are called to 

continue to present the truth in love and in hope, 
even if rejected. 

Verse by verse footnotes: 

v. 1-5 Paul begins in chapter 7 with the word, 
“therefore,” requiring us to look back and collect 
information from the previous chapter.  We 
search for the information he is thinking of as he 
forms the next sentence, a conclusion.  What is 
the conclusion he forms?  He references 
promises he would have described and says that 
because of these promises we should cleanse 
ourselves and remain holy.   

Holiness is separateness from the common.  It is 
not as much “betterness” as it is “differentness.” 
Sometimes we consider ourselves loftier, and 
more righteous inherently that others.  Holiness 
is not so much that as it is simply being peculiar, 
different or unique.  Society misuses the term, 
“holier than thou” to describe people as thinking 
they are better than others.  In fact, you may be 
“holier than thou” just be being strange and not 
think highly of yourself at all.  Being holy is 
simply being different because of the way you 
have decided to live.  You are not like those 
around you.   

Righteousness is not the same.  Righteousness is 
defined as walking rightly with God and by a 
better standard than others.  As Christians 
following Messiah, we are righteous not because 
our ways but because we follow His way of life.  
We take no credit for the wisdom of our ways, 
but we have simply followed Someone else’s 
rules and we are better because of it.  We are not 
credited with having the ideas we walk in, but by 
walking in them, we are living a better, more 
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pleasing life to God than others might.  This may 
be an uncomfortable concept, as it seems to be 
too strong a statement to say that you live a 
better life by pursuing righteousness, but think 
carefully for a moment: Isn’t is a better person 
who does not murder than a murderer?  Isn’t it a 
better person who resists temptation than one 
who practices sin?  As we realize that 
righteousness is the better way, as God’s Laws 
are better and more pleasing to Him than 
ignorance of them, we do not walk in pride 
(because the ways did not come from us) but in 
confidence.  There is an important difference. 

Consider holiness, and know what it means.  
Consider righteousness, and know what it means.  
Be sure to understand practice explaining the 
truths of them so others may have an 
understanding of their importance and that each 
of them, as we walk in them, give glory to God 
and not to us.  We cannot glorify God without 
both.  We cannot please God without both.  We 
are called to both, and doing what we are called 
to do is better in that God’s truth, not our 
personal loftiness, is seen through us as we 
comply. 

The promises Paul was referring to in verse 1 
that motivate us to holiness and the fear of 
(submission to) God and His ways, we find two 
references when searching chapter 6:  verses 1-2 
and 16-18. 

And working together with Him, we also 
urge you not to receive the grace of God 
in vain— 2 for He says, 

“AT THE ACCEPTABLE TIME I LISTENED TO 
YOU, 

AND ON THE DAY OF SALVATION I HELPED 
YOU.” 

Behold, now is “the acceptable time,” 
behold, now is “the day of salvation”—
 3 giving no cause for offense in anything, 
so that the ministry will not be 
discredited, 4 but in 
everything commending ourselves 
as servants of God, in much endurance, 
in afflictions. 

 

Or what agreement has the temple of 
God with idols? For we are the temple 
of the living God; just as God said, 

“I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK 
AMONG THEM; 
AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY 
SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. 
17 “THEREFORE, COME OUT FROM THEIR 
MIDST AND BE SEPARATE,” SAYS THE 
LORD. 
“AND DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN; 
And I will welcome you. 
18 “And I will be a father to you, 
And you shall be sons and daughters to 
Me,” 
Says the Lord Almighty. 

These two promises recall that there is no reason 
to refrain from remaining separate from the sin 
and faithful to the Gospel.  Hardship due to 
faithfulness will be overcome as we remain 
faithful to Him and if we do not remain faithful 
to Him, He will depart from helping us.  These 
are opposite promises that Paul wants us to 
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remember as we consider whether to remain 
faithful to walking in God’s ways in all 
circumstances.  Messiah says it this way, 

11 “Blessed are you when people insult 

you and persecute you, and falsely say all 

kinds of evil against you because of 

Me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your 

reward in heaven is great; for in the 

same way they persecuted the prophets 

who were before you. (Matthew 5:11) 

And, 

4 “Therefore everyone who hears these 

words of Mine and acts on them, may be 

compared to a wise man who built his 

house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, 

and the floods came, and the winds blew 

and slammed against that house; 

and yet it did not fall, for it had been 

founded on the rock. 26 Everyone who 

hears these words of Mine and does 

not act on them, will be like a foolish man 

who built his house on the sand. 27 The 

rain fell, and the floods came, and the 

winds blew and slammed against that 

house; and it fell—and great was its 

fall.” (Matthew 7: 24-27) 

v. 2-4 As was mentioned above, the purpose of 
Paul’s ministry is not to judge whether others 
follow his own ways, but rather if others know 
and follow the ways of God, and remain faithful 
to the accurate preaching of the Gospel.  He 
drives home this point in these verses to clarify 
that he is not against the Corinthians but is 
simply against the teaching and the direction 
they were heading under the false teachers they 

were hosting.  His argument was not that they 
should be loyal to himself, but rather that their 
beliefs, teachings and practices be consistent 
with the Scriptures. 

v. 5-7 When Paul first heard of the Corinthian’s 
adoption of other teachings, he was involved in 
ministry in Ephesus.  He departed Ephesus to 
make a journey back to Corinth for a final visit, 
and did so by way of heading north to 
Macedonia.  During this journey, he receive a 
word through Titus that the Corinthians had 
returned to the teaching he had preached when 
he had first been there and it was a time of 
rejoicing for him.  His lost sheep had returned to 
walk in truth.  His “fears within” had been 
absolved by their choice to repent from false 
teaching. 

v. 8-13a Paul laces an encouragement with 
explanation.  He compliments those who have 
returned to his teaching while explaining how he 
feels about his letter that offended many as it 
criticized the ones who had departed from him to 
join the false teachers.  He is very creative and 
clear here with two points. 

1. He is both glad for his letter and sad for his 
letter.  That is, he is glad it brought those who 
repented back to following him and the true 
Gospel.  He is sad that it offended them while 
being necessary, nonetheless.  This can be 
compared to a parent disciplining a child who is 
wayward.  They do not enjoy punishing or the 
sadness of the child on receiving punishment, but 
the punishment brings about necessary change 
that blesses the child’s future.  This concept can 
be carried to other relationships in our lives as 
well, even to the level of our interactions with 
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strangers if we care enough about them to 
present the Gospel with hope. 

2. He is clear in separating his concerns about 
the effect the letter had on those who returned to 
his teachings and on those who remained with 
the false teachers that opposed him. 

…not for the sake of the offender nor for 
the sake of the one offended, but that 
your earnestness on our behalf might be 
made known to you in the sight of God. 

Paul is not concerned or saddened by the offense 
the letter caused those who persist in falseness.  
He is also not concerned by the offense it may 
have caused the false teachers.  This is how we 
should come to feel as we speak the truth to 
those around us.  We should know that those 
who respond will be blessed by it, even it causes 
a season of offense or sorrow.  But for those it 
offends, we should neither lament nor refrain 
from presenting the truth.  Our goal is not to 
avoid offending, our goal is to be faithful to 
remain truthful and be joyful for those who 
respond. 

10 “Blessed are those who have 
been persecuted for the sake of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 

11 “Blessed are you when people insult 
you and persecute you, and falsely say all 
kinds of evil against you because of 
Me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward in heaven is great; for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you. (Matthew 5:10-12) 

v. 13b-16 The truth is not about any one person.  
No individual harbors all truth.  This is said with 
the understanding that Messiah indeed harbors 
all truth in His being and lived it perfectly in His 
life.  Aside from that, no ordinary human is right 
in all thigs.  Yet this is different than saying that 
some people are not right about a topic.  Paul 
was right about the topic he wrote of in his letter 
to the Corinthians.  He is not claiming to be the 
harbor house of all truth, but he is confident that 
the foundations he set in Corinth we absolutely 
correct and needed to be in place for the ministry 
there to survive. 

Further, Paul proceeds in the final verses of 
chapter 7 to hold up Titus and the Corinthian 
relationship with him.  Titus, and how he teaches 
and feels, is every bit as important as how Paul 
does.  The truth as Paul sees it is not about the 
Corinthian acceptance of Paul, nor is Paul the 
only representative of it.  Titus is a co-minister 
of what is being argued by Paul.  Paul presents 
the effect this has had on Titus and the fact that 
the Corinthians have blessed Titus with their 
return to the truth as much as they have blessed 
Paul. 

In summary, truth is important in ministry.  
Ministries, while they feel they are being kind, 
do no favors to others as they tolerate falsehood 
in the name of kindness.  It is never kind to let 
others wander in darkness and experience 
hardship in life.  The light of Scripture and the 
Gospel are life to the world.  Turning down the 
light darkens the path and allows pain a suffering 
to continue.  Satan is pleased when he convinces 
the church that the truth is harmful or hateful.  
Help people see the truth.  Do not withhold it in 
the name of love, compassion or thoughtfulness. 
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2CORINTHIANS 8 

Reputation: What People Think of You 
Paul was interested in reputation: His reputation 
and the reputation of his friends and coworkers.  
Paul knew that reputation was built on your 
actions, not words.  It is not only what we say, 
but also what we do that influences what people 
think of us.  Case in point, the Pharisees said to 
do things they did not do themselves and 
therefore developed a reputation of being 
hypocrites. 

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his 
disciples: “The teachers of the law and 
the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. So, you 
must be careful to do everything they tell 
you. But do not do what they do, for they 
do not practice what they preach.  They 
tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and put 
them on other people’s shoulders, but 
they themselves are not willing to lift a 
finger to move them. (Matthew 23:1-4) 

Messiah also taught us, 

“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and 
do not do what I say? (Matthew 6:46) 

Proverbs teaches, 

A good name is to be more desired than 
great wealth. Favor is better than silver 
and gold.  (Proverbs 22:1) 

Paul tells us elsewhere, 

Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever 
aspires to be an overseer desires a noble 
task…He must also have a good 
reputation with outsiders, so that he will 
not fall into disgrace.  (1Timothy 3:1, 7) 

The Corinthians had developed a reputation 
problem.  They had done so by turning away 
from Paul’s core teaching, and it had become 
known to other groups of believers.  Reputation 
spreads, good or bad.  Other churches had 
maintained their reputation and were active 
spreading blessing and good works alongside 
their good reputations.  The churches of 
Macedonia were such churches.  Paul wishes to 
forgive, re-welcome and redeem the reputation 
of the Corinthian church.  It had faltered as it 
entertained false teachers, but it was worthy of 
being restored and prospering as they had 
returned to Paul’s teaching. 

It is hard to be effective without a good 
reputation.  Reputation means respect.  It comes 
from years of consistency and hard work.  It 
determines whether people trust you, and it 
determines whether you may influence their 
thinking, whether they will follow you.  It can 
help or hinder the effect you have in all areas of 
life. 

You may find yourself in a crisis of reputation 
somewhere along the road of life.  Something 
you do or a direction you choose may affect the 
way people think of you.  A good reputation is 
hard to establish, but easy to lose.  It may take 
years to rebuild.  Guard your good reputation.  It 
is what people think of you. 
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Verse by verse footnotes: 

v. 1-6 Paul begins the chapter by citing the 
generosity of the Macedonian believers towards 
supporting the Jerusalem assembly.  There was 
poverty and a need in Jerusalem for the believers 
outside Israel to support them.  As in all our 
lives, there are times of plenty and times of want.  
Citing the generosity of the Macedonian 
assemblies not only motivates the Corinthians to 
give, but it may also be intended to validate 
Paul’s request for giving to a cause acceptable by 
others in Macedonia who are reputable in the 
eyes of the Corinthians. 

Paul is not one to ask for money (1Corinthians 
9).  He has never asked an offering for himself, 
feeling as though it would take away from the 
reputation he has as a pure minister of the 
Message rather than one who might be criticized 
for having mixed motivations in ministry.  In this 
chapter, he is asking on behalf of others in 
need—the assembly in Jerusalem.  By 
supporting the assembly there, Paul has invited 
the Corinthians to be business partners in the 
Gospel and share in the reputation of Jerusalem 
by partnering with them in their time of need.  
The word Paul uses that is translated, 
“partnering” in verse 4 is used in business 
documents for binding businesses in mission and 
purpose. 

Titus, mentioned here, had raised both the issue 
of the harsh letter from Paul to the Corinthians 
and the issue of giving when he was among 
them.  The Corinthians respected Titus. 

v. 7-10 Paul is not fabricating compliments to 
simply flatter the Corinthians here.  He is 

reminding them that God has granted them much 
and that they should be spurred to share with 
those in need.  We tend to forget what we have, 
even as we pass directly by opportunities to help 
others.  Sometimes a reminder of our wealth is 
needed to open our minds and pockets. 

From everyone who has been given 
much, much will be demanded; and from 
the one who has been entrusted with 
much, much more will be asked. (Luke 
12:48) 

Once we compare our station in life to that of 
Messiah, we are motivated to give.  “The Son of 
man came to serve, not to be served.” Paul 
invokes this example in his plea to the 
Corinthians heart.  All they had to do was 
compare their state with that of Christ.  Doing so 
should produce willingness to share. 

v. 11-15 Good intensions are a beginning, but 
they do no good unless they are followed by 
action.  The thoughts we have towards giving to 
others in need are good and right and proper, but 
if they do not cause our hand to pull money from 
our pockets, they do not make a difference. 

Suppose a brother or a sister is without 
clothes and daily food. If one of you says 
to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and 
well fed,” but does nothing about their 
physical needs, what good is it?  In the 
same way, faith by itself, if it is not 
accompanied by action, is dead. (James 
2:15-17) 

The verses here are misused by some to condone 
the forced or administered redistribution of 
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wealth in societies.  Paul is not voting for 
socialism here, but pleading with the Corinthians 
to voluntarily share their wealth with others in 
need.  There is a grand difference.  Society is not 
made right by imposing forced wealth 
redistribution.  It is made right by hearts 
changing to be joyful in giving where needed 
and deserved. 

v. 16-21 Paul evokes the name of Titus here to 
give added confidence to the Corinthians that 
their gift will be handled in a trustworthy 
manner.  This is only right and good for Paul to 
add assurance to those who give that their gift 
will be delivered as intended. 

Imagine you are impressed to give to the work of 
the Kingdom, but there are not proper 
precautions against embezzlement, theft or other 
perils that may happen along the way.  Would 
you be as likely to give generously?  Would you 
be at fault for some withholding?  Paul wishes to 
remove these obstacles.  We should maintain a 
good financial reputation with our handling of 
funds among believers today.  It is not wrong to 
ask what measures are in place in a church or 
other ministry before giving.  Paul not only 
brings forward the name of Titus to assure the 
Corinthians, he even states that there is a second 
traveler that accompanies the offering who was 
independently assigned by the churches to watch 
that the offering is handled well.  These 
measures should be in place when handling 
funds in churches today,  

taking precaution so that no one will 
discredit us in our administration of this 
generous gift; 21 for we have regard for 
what is honorable, not only in the sight of 

the Lord, but also in the sight of men. 
(2Corinthians 8:20-21) 

v. 22-24 Paul concludes his encouragement to 
give by essentially saying, “Don’t disappoint us 
while others are watching.”  This comment is as 
much for their good as the good of the need they 
would be supporting.  They need their reputation 
to be enhanced.  They are a rich congregation.  
Having other congregations give sacrificially and 
for them to toss a meager offering in would be 
another blemish on their image. Paul wants them 
to be leaders and to be brought to that level 
would require a proper and consistent sacrifice 
with other fellowships that have already given. 

Summary 

The reputation of the Corinthians was being 
restored by Paul.  Being generous with their 
abundant wealth was not only refreshing for the 
fellowship of believers in Jerusalem, but it also 
was restorative for them in the eyes of others.  
Being generous with others in need is an 
expectation of the children of God. 

It is well with the man who is gracious 
and lends; He will maintain his cause in 
judgment. For he will never be shaken; 
The righteous will be remembered 
forever. (Psalm 112:5-6) 

Yet, it is not just random generosity that was 
taking place through Paul in Corinth.  It was 
intentional and directed generosity.  We need to 
be studied in then ministries we support.  There 
is an old proverb, 
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“Let the money sweat in your hands 
before releasing it.” 

This proverb has value.  It speaks of carefully 
directing the resources you have to worthy 
recipients.  Paul was imploring the Corinthians 
to be generous with their giving, but he was also 
interested to whom they would direct their 
resources. Giving a paltry amount would detract 
from their respectability, but also giving to 
unworthy recipients would not rebuild their 
credibility either. 

There are many things we can get involved with 
as we walk out our faith.  Some are detrimental, 
others are neutral and a few are worthy and 
profitable for the Kingdom. Practice good 
discernment as you follow the Lord.  Seek out 
and support worthy causes. 
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2CORINTHIANS 9 

All Good Things Come from God 
As we go through life, we gain some 
possessions.  As possessions increase, our 
personal pride seems to follow.  We have made it 
in this world.  We have succeeded by the sweat 
of our brow. 

When we get to a point of satisfaction, the 
recollection of humble beginnings fades.  We 
look around and see the things we have 
surrounded ourselves with and we take personal 
pride.  We recall how this item was purchased 
and how that item was earned.  Outside factors 
that lead to our acquisition of wealth and comfort 
are not as easily recalled and we simply become 
comfortable.  We rest in our successes and we 
begin to enjoy them.  The fruit of our labor has 
paid off: Time to enjoy a bit, and time to think 
good of ourselves. 

Such is the American dream.  We are born. We 
get an education.  We get married, have kids, 
save some money, pay off our house, retire and 
move to Florida to sit around and play golf until 
we die.  Life can be good for us.  But maybe we 
have forgotten something. 

One thing that is important to do is to practice 
thankfulness.  Thankfulness takes the emphasis 
off us and gives credit to another.  If we have 
acquired something, had a fun experience, or 
received a blessing of any kind, we give credit to 
someone else.  We recognize that many factors 
were in place for us to be able to achieve what 
we did, many of them not of our own doing.  

Thankfulness opens our eyes to more than 
ourselves.  It reveals the greater reality that the 
world is bigger than who we are, and it 
acknowledges that we are fragile if not for what 
is around us and above us.  What supports us 
makes opportunities and successes available to 
us.  What we have is not acquired simply 
because of our own greatness or intelligence but 
is a byproduct of circumstances and blessings 
that make things possible for us. 

Consider the life of a Corinthian.  A Corinthian 
would have been born into a lucrative economy.  
They would have plenty of resources, ample 
opportunity for education, and access to 
profitable jobs and a modern life.  Hardship 
would be difficult to come by.  The Corinthian 
would make a name for themself while acquiring 
possessions and life could become, and very 
frequently did become, very easy compared to 
much of the rest of the world.  Who was the 
primary author of this situation?  Were the 
Corinthians placed in different circumstances, 
would they be as comfortable?  How should they 
respond? 

When we sit for a meal, there are several ways 
we can proceed.  One is to dig in.  Another is to 
thank the cook. A third is to pray.  Which of 
these is most rational?  The answer you give 
reveals how aware you are of what put the food 
in front of you.  If you feel you created the food 
and the circumstances that brought it to the plate, 
then you are most to credit and should simply 
consume it without thankfulness.  If you feel that 
the food you are about to enjoy was a product of 
the cook’s talents and expertise, the you will 
thank them for what they did since you would 
not have the joy of what you are about to eat 
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without them.  Lastly, if you feel that the food, 
the tastebuds you engage, the cook, the blessing 
having food available, the circumstances in life 
you enjoy (the culture you were born into, the 
family that raised you, the situations you have 
been given in life) that have led to your ability to 
have what you have are of God, then you pray.  
People who are self-righteous feel no real need 
to thank others except to be courteous.  They 
believe that they are the author of their own 
success and that it is at most a formality to thank 
others. 

Paul wanted the Corinthians to recognize that the 
good things they have were not a product of 
themselves.  He wanted them to see that God 
was the supreme giver.  A proper response to 
that would be to share with others less fortunate.  
Thankfulness is made full when generosity 
follows.  Helping others and sharing sacrificially 
is where thankfulness naturally leads. 

What is the consummate illustration of love?  
God the Father, who had all and owns all giving 
His only Son for those who were in need—us.  
Even though we are thankless as we continue to 
fall short, God continued to give until we would 
be saved from ourselves. 

In chapter 9, we will see Paul reminding the 
Corinthians that they should recognize the needs 
of others and generously show their appreciation 
to God by giving sacrificially.  Such giving is 
proper, but it will also be a witness and 
encouragement to other believers elsewhere who 
will become aware of their stinginess or 
generosity.  Their reputation will be further 
restored or marred by what they do. 

Our reputation, character and faith are affected 
by how we live before others.  Are we thankful 
to the right person when we are before our 
possessions?  Do we dig right in to meals 
without thankfulness, hoard our possessions and 
give to others meagerly, or do we give thanks 
and give generously?  What we do reveals our 
heart.  What we do reveals our attitude towards 
ourself, others and God. 

Verse by verse footnotes: 

v. 1-5 Paul begins with an assumption and 
reveals his expected response from the 
Corinthians.  He presents that it is probably 
unnecessary to even reveal to them that they 
should be amply generous when a need to give 
arises.  He ups the stakes by preceding his 
conversation with them by boasting of them and 
what to expect of them to other congregations.  
They now have to consider how their generosity 
will be viewed by both Paul and others as well.  
A proper effort is all that is required; one that is 
commensurate with their personal degree of 
wealth.  The pressure Paul applies here is not to 
coerce more giving than is proper, it is only to 
have them participate to the degree they are able.  
For Corinthians this is a large sum, but it is not 
more imposing on the Corinthians than the 
amounts less prosperous congregations who have 
given, but is instead less due to their great 
wealth.  Consider the following, 

From everyone who has been given 
much, much will be required; and to 
whom they entrusted much, of him they 
will ask all the more. (Luke 12:48) 
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41 And Jesus sat down opposite the 
treasury, and began watching how 
the people were putting money into the 
treasury; and many rich people were 
putting in large amounts. 42 And a poor 
widow came and put in two lepta coins, 
which amount to a quadrans. 43 Calling 
His disciples to Him, He said to 
them, “Truly I say to you, this poor 
widow put in more than all the 
contributors to the treasury; 44 for they all 
put in out of their surplus, but she, out of 
her poverty, put in all she owned, all she 
had to live on.” (Mark 12:41-44) 

v. 6-9 Paul evokes an encouragement to give 
according to the resources God has entrusted in 
the Corinthians by bringing forward Proverbs 
11:24 and 22:9. 

There is one who scatters, 
and yet increases all the more, and there 
is one who withholds what is justly 
due, and yet it results only in want. 

He who is generous will be blessed, 
For he gives some of his food to the poor. 

He follows with the adage, “God loves a cheerful 
giver.”  Some have taken evil opportunity with 
the adage by having the statement absolving 
them of obligation to tithe or give beyond what 
their selfish heart desires to keep.  This is a gross 
misrepresentation of Paul’s intent.  Just as 
Messiah in His sermon on the mount increases 
the expectation of believers to not just obey the 
Torah but to live it even in their heart, Paul here 
too says that the Corinthians should give a lot 
because they have been given a lot but should 

also feel good about it.  It comes down to this:  
You should give very generously when you have 
a lot and should feel good about it and find 
satisfaction in giving to those in need what God 
has allowed you to manage for Him in life. Yet, 
if you are reluctant or begrudging of what you 
give, do not even bother giving, for you heart is 
not in it.  Your heart should be in it, but if not, do 
not even bother to participate. 

Further, Paul points out in this section that 
whatever we give, God has given us more.  We 
take our generous gift from God and enjoy the 
benefits of salvation and our station in life 
without reluctancy or often even without 
acknowledgement, but we often do not feel the 
compunction to give accordingly to others when 
the need arises.  This is not right.  We should 
give when confronted with a need and we can 
expect God to further bless us as we are 
responsible with the resources he gives us to 
manage for Him.  

v. 10-15 Paul emphasis that liberality 
(generosity) of giving produces a thankfulness 
and respect for the giver.  Notice that giving 
simply what is required is not outstanding.  You 
need to do hard things, do extra credit, go above 
and beyond to gain recognition.  This is true in 
all of life.  Consider the waitress that just simply 
does her job:  Is she due a generous tip?  
Consider your work or school:  Do you deserve 
top marks or promotion if you simply do what 
you are asked?  God has gone above and beyond 
for you.  Go above and beyond for Him. 

Summary 
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It seems best to end with a Psalm descriptive of 
the model man of God.  This Psalm is 
traditionally read by the wife to the husband at 
the beginning of every Sabbath.  Reading it 
instills in the man what he should aspire to be.  It 
also influences the young boys to develop into a 
generous person.  It guides young daughters 
what they should look for in a man.  Overall, it is 
what God expects from us as we follow Him in 
faith. 

Praise the Lord! 
How blessed is the man who fears 
the Lord, 
Who greatly delights in His 
commandments. 
His descendants will be mighty on earth; 
The generation of the upright will be 
blessed. 
Wealth and riches are in his house, 
And his righteousness endures forever. 
Light arises in the darkness for the 
upright; 
He is gracious and compassionate and 
righteous. 
It is well with the man who is gracious 
and lends; 
He will maintain his cause in judgment. 
For he will never be shaken; 
The righteous will be remembered 
forever. 

He will not fear evil tidings; 
His heart is steadfast, trusting in 
the Lord. 
His heart is upheld, he will not fear, 
Until he looks with satisfaction on his 
adversaries. 
He has given freely to the poor, 

His righteousness endures forever; 
His horn will be exalted in honor. 

The wicked will see it and be vexed, 
He will gnash his teeth and melt away; 
The desire of the wicked will perish. 

Psalm 112 
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2CORINTHIANS 10 

Choose Your Teachers Wisely  
The way you choose your friends is important.  
People are oftentimes attracted to those who 
exude confidence. This is not a bad thing, but 
when we look primarily for something or 
someone to hang onto, we need to be careful 
what our friends and teachers represent and lead 
us to believe, not simply that their confidence 
gives us comfort and a sense of certainty and 
security. 

The false teachers in Corinth attracted the hearts 
and minds of others.  They presented good 
argument, looked authoritative, made sense and 
were becoming popular.  We are attracted to 
such things.  Popularity and a good sounding 
argument attach us to certain people.  Consider 
the influence of celebrities and politicians.  We 
do not carefully consider whether they are 
trained well in certain topics on which they 
speak.  Is a basketball player or actor able to 
fulfill a political office or do they know the 
science behind a medication they promote? 

Appearance is fine, but expertise in the Word of 
God is the primary credential for teaching the 
way we should live.  Rather than giving 
ourselves to a rousing televangelist, we should 
heed the lessons Paul provides for us in these 
final chapters of 2Corinthians and look for 
content over appearance in those to whom we 
subject our thinking. 

 

Verse by verse footnotes: 

v. 1-6 As chapter 10 opens, Paul shifts from 
requesting funds from the Corinthians to an 
offensive against his opponent teachers.  His 
tone shifts from a gentle, cautious affection to an 
aggressive offensive and from the Corinthian 
believers to his opponent teachers.  There is 
some thought that this notable shift in tone 
reveals this section as a separate letter, but 
writers of the time often began a message with a 
personal defense, followed by a recollection of 
good relationship with their audience only to be 
concluded by a reviling of their enemies.  
Because of the many integrated comparisons and 
continuances of the content of the rest of the 
letter, it most likely represents a proper 
conclusion to his second letter to the Corinthians.  
He likely envisioned this section from the start, 
dealing in a less controversial tone at the 
beginning of his letter and progressing to this 
more aggressive tone after pausing between the 
sections to gently appeal to his recipients to 
show his care for them and for other believers to 
connect them with the greater community of 
believers which were alongside him in belief. 

Verse 1 begins with a comparison of the 
meekness and gentleness of Paul to that of 
Messiah. He likely opens with this charge of 
“timidness” as this is the charge that was being 
levied against Paul by his opponents.  Paul was 
preferentially gentle, but sometimes harsh.  The 
Corinthian culture favored consistent confidence 
whether in person or by letter.  Paul, instead, 
uses a letter to discipline privately rather than 
publicly coming to them with criticism and 
sparing them embarrassment (1Corinthians 1:23-
2:4; Matthew 18:15) 



 

2CORINTHIANS  --  CHAPTER 10  2 
 

CONTEXT AND 
COMMENTARY 

Verse 3 refers to “waging war as the world 
does.” Speakers often claimed they were battling 
false ideas.  Paul does not want to win an 
argument but instead sees the situation as a 
matter of leaving the Corinthians outside God’s 
will or walking in it, as saved or unsaved in their 
beliefs and behavior.  He is in a battle for souls, 
not rhetorical truth. 

As verses 4 through 6 continue, Paul reveals 
what he also says elsewhere 

For our struggle is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the 
powers, against the world forces of this 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of 
wickedness in the heavenly places. 
(Ephesians 6:12) 

But to wage this war, we do not take up the 
tactics of others (heavenly, mystical, “lofty” 
topics as Paul refers to them), but the Word of 
God and accurately presenting it.  The power 
within it, coupled with prayer for God to act on 
recipient hearts, is our weapon of war.  This is 
the way of Messiah and the way of Paul, but not 
the way of the world. 

v. 7-11 Not only does the Scripture speak against 
judging by appearance, but Corinthian culture 
taught to judge on content, not charisma. 

But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not 
look at [Saul’s] appearance 
or at the height of his stature, because I 
have rejected him; for God sees not as 
man sees, for man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks at the 
heart.” (1Samuel 16:7) 

In verse 10, Paul wishes to plead for his own 
consistency and to reiterate that his harsh letters 
are to correct privately so that the Corinthians 
and others may reconsider their ways and avoid 
controversy when he visits.  He is not 
duplicitous, nor hypocritical in the harsh tone in 
letters and the even temper he displayed when he 
was present with them.  Instead, he is practicing 
biblical discipline from afar by way of letter but 
will progress to public discipline when he visits 
if needed. 

There is a time for everything, and a 
season for every activity under the 
heavens: 

a time to be born and a time to die, 
a time to plant and a time to uproot, 
a time to kill and a time to heal, 
a time to tear down and a time to build, 
a time to weep and a time to laugh, 
a time to mourn and a time to dance, 
a time to scatter stones and a time to 
gather them, 
a time to embrace and a time to refrain 
from embracing, 
a time to search and a time to give up, 
a time to keep and a time to throw away, 
a time to tear and a time to mend, 
a time to be silent and a time to speak, 
a time to love and a time to hate, 
a time for war and a time for peace. 

(Ecclesiastes 3:1-8) 

v. 12-13 Paul’s opponents likely were comparing 
his to themselves, making themselves a standard 
of excellence.  Usually, speakers or teachers 
would compare themselves with someone 
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prominent to gain credibility.  Leaving his 
opponents with no reference to anyone greater 
than they, he satirically defames them:  No one is 
made great by standing on their own.  Paul 
instead bases his own credibility on the call God 
Himself has extended to him. Further, in verse 
13, Paul makes no boast of general greatness, but 
just superiority of teaching and authority when it 
comes to his call to shepherd the Corinthians.  
There is no boast of general academic prowess 
from Paul.  He limits his “sphere” of calling, 
which is them. 

v. 14-18 Paul once again quotes Jeremiah 9:23-
24 to make the point in context that claims of 
personal wisdom are not for the people of God, 
but that knowledge of the ways of God are our 
call.   

Thus says the Lord, “Let not a wise man 
boast of his wisdom, and let not 
the mighty man boast of his might, let not 
a rich man boast of his riches; but let him 
who boasts boast of this, that he 
understands and knows Me, that I am 
the Lord who exercises lovingkindness, 
justice and righteousness on earth; for 
I delight in these things,” declares 
the Lord. 

This is what Paul is passionate about for the 
Corinthians, that they know and follow God.  
Philosophers and teachers love to be known for 
their personal wisdom.  College professors wish 
to make a name for themselves and be quoted.  
Paul and we as believers seek to have others 
know Messiah and the Word of God.  We have 
no name of importance.  We are empty vessels 
that provide good things only when God’s word 

is accurately taught to others.  God receives the 
glory in what we do, not us or our name. 

Summary 

For the benefit of the Corinthians and us as 
believers, Paul has profitably compared the ways 
of other teachers to that of himself.  He has 
shifted to an aggressive challenge of false 
teachers in these final chapters, fully expecting 
the Corinthians to solidify their allegiance to him 
and the other missionary congregations that 
follow his Gospel. Like the Corinthians, we must 
be watchful with whom we align ourselves.  The 
characteristics of the teachers we give license to 
affect our beliefs will determine how we walk 
out our faith, leading us either closer to or farther 
from Messiah. 
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2CORINTHIANS 11 

Humility Produces Results—
Eventually 
Humility is a rare quality nowadays.  Impressive 
credentials, bold speech and personal popularity 
are all effective to gain an audience.  In chapter 
11, Paul teaches us as he preaches to the 
Corinthians.  His shows us how we may be more 
effective compared to others.  He shows us how 
God can work more directly through us.  He 
shows us what approach can bring longer and 
stronger results to our ministry.  He shows us 
humility. 

Humility subjects you to another.  When you are 
humble, others seem to be getting ahead.  
Moment by moment, situations ask us to set 
aside humility for small victories.  If we depart 
from humility though, we lose sight of what 
eventually wins the battle.  For God to work 
through us and for wisdom and our character to 
prevail, we must keep our eyes fixed on the prize 
that is given to only the one who is approved 
from above.  Revealing Messiah and using His 
approach in all things is what is required for 
success. 

Verse by verse footnotes: 

v. 1-6 A speaker can show the lack of character 
in an opponent by copying their style, persona or 
speech in front of others.  Paul does so here as he 
takes on a boasting attitude.  In essence, if it is a 
matter of credentials, or sacrifice or any 
particular matter of things that would elevate 
Paul’s prowess compared to the false teachers in 

Corinth, he would be favored.  Yet, it should be 
noted that, except where he parodies his 
opponents here, he has remained humble and 
righteous in his teaching and preaching among 
them, allowing God to establish his message as 
the Master Yeshua did as well.  As believers, we 
do not force our message or push to achieve a 
victory with others.  We simply present the truth 
in hope and be patient for God to act.  Bold, 
aggressive approaches may be fruitful for a short 
season, but do not produce a lasting effect. 

Wait for the LORD and keep His way, 
And He will exalt you to inherit the land; 
When the wicked are eliminated, you will 
see it. (Psalm 37:34) 

As to Paul’s regard for the narrow truth of the 
Gospel, he relates it to the narrow truth of God 
Himself.  As to the importance of keeping it true, 
he references the jealousy of God and the call we 
have to staying utterly faithful to serving Him 
alone.  Essentially, Paul makes the point that 
hitting the key points of the Gospel is not 
enough.  Knowing and staying with an accurate 
Gospel is akin to avoiding idolatry. 

—for you shall not worship any other 
god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, 
is a jealous God— (Exodus 34:14) 

Therefore, thus says the Lord God, “Now 
I will restore the fortunes of Jacob and 
have mercy on the whole house of Israel; 
and I will be jealous for My holy name. 
(Ezekiel 39:25) 

Those believers who guard the Gospel well and 
defend it are essentially practicing godly 
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jealousy that is approved of God, even if 
unpopular with others.   

“Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of 
Aaron the priest, has turned away My 
wrath from the sons of Israel in that he 
was jealous with My jealousy among 
them, so that I did not destroy the sons of 
Israel in My jealousy. Therefore say, 
‘Behold, I give him My covenant of 
peace; and it shall be for him and 
his descendants after him, a covenant of 
a perpetual priesthood, because he was 
jealous for his God and made atonement 
for the sons of Israel.’” (Numbers 25:11-
13) 

Paul does not mention the extension of grace to 
others who preach a different Gospel.  He only 
denounces their message and questions their 
standing before the Lord. 

Further, Paul refers to the believers in Corinth as 
a virgin he is to present to the Lord.  Fathers 
were to watch over their wives and daughters as 
was evident as should Adam done for Eve and 
Deuteronomy 22 directs fathers to do. 

Israel had a history of being taught the truth and 
straying as they invited worldly people to 
influence their faith to their own destruction.  
Holding fast the truth has been essential from the 
beginning.  Tolerance of false teaching is the 
beginning to the end.  Paul depicts his rivals as 
adulterers who corrupt betrothed virgins, a crime 
punishable by death in the Torah. 

“If there is a girl who is a virgin engaged 
to a man, and another man finds her in 

the city and lies with her, then you shall 
bring them both out to the gate of that 
city and you shall stone them to death; 
the girl, because she did not cry out in 
the city, and the man, because he has 
violated his neighbor’s wife. Thus you 
shall purge the evil from among you. 

“But if in the field the man finds the girl 
who is engaged, and the man forces her 
and lies with her, then only the man who 
lies with her shall die. But you shall do 
nothing to the girl; there is no sin in the 
girl worthy of death, for just as a man 
rises against his neighbor and murders 
him, so is this case. When he found her in 
the field, the engaged girl cried out, but 
there was no one to save her. 
(Deuteronomy 22:23-27) 

In verse 4, Paul warns the Corinthians that a 
different Gospel equates to a different evil spirit 
which equates to a different Jesus and a different 
God.  To accept the messenger of a different 
Gospel is to accept a different God.  Again, this 
essentially entertains prophets of various 
idolatries, sent out to promote other gods.  Such 
prophets, Paul titles “Super-Apostles” for their 
glamor and boastful, talented presentation style.  
Paul, instead, presents his message and apostolic 
style as one rich in truth yet plainly delivered. 

v. 7-11 Unlike other philosophers of the day, 
Paul does not make a living through preaching 
(1Corinthians 4:12, 9:6).  Further, there is an 
indebtedness the Corinthians have both 
spiritually and financially to both him and the 
other assemblies which support Paul (Philippians 
2:25, 4:15-16).  Other assemblies supported him.  
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Other assemblies have sacrificially given for the 
benefits of the believing leaders in Jerusalem.  
The false teachers that the Corinthians have 
hosted readily accepted gifts in return for their 
preaching of a false gospel. 

v. 12-15 Paul proceeds in his devaluation of the 
false teachers by placing them and their message 
in league with Satan, a disguised, appealing and 
crafty presenter of falsehood, himself.  Paul 
shares similar words to Timothy elsewhere. 

Now you followed my teaching, conduct, 
purpose, faith, patience, love, 
perseverance, persecutions, and 
sufferings, such as happened to me at 
Antioch, at Iconium and at Lystra; what 
persecutions I endured, and out of them 
all the Lord rescued me! Indeed, all who 
desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted. But evil men and impostors 
will proceed from bad to worse, 
deceiving and being deceived. You, 
however, continue in the things you have 
learned and become convinced of, 
knowing from whom you have learned 
them, and that from childhood you have 
known the sacred writings which are able 
to give you the wisdom that leads to 
salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God 
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, for training in 
righteousness; so that the man of God 
may be adequate, equipped for every 
good work. (2 Timothy 3:10-15) 

And to the Philippians, 

Brethren, join in following my example, and 
observe those who walk according to the pattern 
you have in us. For many walk, of whom I often 
told you, and now tell you even weeping, that 
they are enemies of the cross of Christ, whose 
end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, 
and whose glory is in their shame, who set their 
minds on earthly things. (Philippians 3:17-19) 

v. 16-21 Boasting in one’s self is foolish and 
worldly and brings attention to self.  This is the 
opposite of what the preaching of the Gospel 
should do.  Attention should be given to Messiah 
and the speaker should be all but forgotten.  Paul 
acknowledges this but also warns the Corinthians 
as he knows that they (and we) are susceptible to 
such personalities.  The Corinthians are said to 
“tolerate gladly” the boastful false teachers, 
likely being swayed by their credentials and 
listed accomplishments and endorsements.  He, 
on the other hand, has been “weak” by 
comparison, relying on the truth and content of 
his message instead of flouting his credentials. 

v. 22-29 Paul continues in these verses to 
compare the characteristics of the false teachers 
to himself.  The false teachers claim to be worthy 
teachers due to boasting about their credentials 
and worldly talents of smooth speech and 
presentation, letter of commendation from other 
worldly institutions or teachers and so forth.  
Paul is willing to digress to do the same with 
regard to how the Corinthians should prefer him 
on the basis of impressive credentials.  Yet he 
has prefaced this list of credentials in the 
preceding verses by saying that he is not a fan of 
using credentials as the basis for judging a 
teacher.  A speaker’s accurate presentation of the 
Scriptures should be the test of their worthiness. 
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As Paul begins this section of boasting, he 
begins with some identifiers that help us learn a 
bit about the false teachers.  These are 
characteristics he apparently shares but has not 
yet brought forward, as have the false teachers, 
to bolster his position relative to them.  They are 
Israeli Jews.  Identifiers claiming this are that 
they, and he, are both “Hebrews,” “Israelites,” 
and “descendants of Abraham.” 

He now proceeds to list accomplishments, or in 
this case sufferings, for the cause of the Gospel, 
for Christ, begging the comparison of who has 
shown more impressive devotion to the cause of 
Christ and therefore who more so deserves 
respect and devotion as teacher.  There is a 
certain respect for suffering for a cause even in 
the Greco-Roman world.   

Before listing his sufferings, he begins by 
characterizing his devotion as being foolish for 
Christ.  Devotion to the point of foolishness is 
characterized by putting all else aside for the 
cause: “I am crazy in love with you” is 
sometimes used to describe the degree of 
devotion to another.  Paul begins by describing 
the false teachers as “servants,” which does 
suggest a degree of devotion.  He then proceeds 
to describe himself as “insane” lifting his 
devotion far above theirs.  Persecution, physical 
hardship and concerns over the assemblies he has 
help to plant are the categories of sufferings he 
lists. 

The troubles Paul encountered are listed to 
illustrate his devotion to the faith relative to the 
false teachers, but are also revealing to us of 
important characteristics of his faith:   

Paul would not be silenced. 

Beatings, stonings and lashes were all 
administered to persons who were disruptive of 
orthodoxy by the Jews, toward Jews.  The lashes 
Paul received were administered to individuals 
who were judged to have breached orthodox law 
on a local level.  Such cases were judged by 
synagogue leaders and were typically carried out 
by lashing 39 times for correction (based on 
Deuteronomy 25:2-3) only if the offender 
persisted in the activity after warnings.  Paul was 
devoted enough to the Gospel that he evidently 
willingly persisted, even if it offended and 
brought about unjust punishment (Cf. Acts 5:17-
32, Acts 16:23). 

These things I have spoken to you so that 
you may be kept from stumbling. They 
will make you outcasts from the 
synagogue, but an hour is coming for 
everyone who kills you to think that he is 
offering service to God. These things they 
will do because they have not known the 
Father or Me. But these things I have 
spoken to you, so that when their hour 
comes, you may remember that I told you 
of them. (John 16:2-4) 

“Then they will deliver you to tribulation, 
and will kill you, and you will be hated by 
all nations because of My name. At that 
time many will fall away and will betray 
one another and hate one 
another. Many false prophets will arise 
and will mislead many. Because 
lawlessness is increased, most people’s 
love will grow cold. But the one who 
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endures to the end, he will be saved. 
(Matthew 24:9-13) 

Paul was not deterred by hardship. 

Paul continues the tradition of prophets with his 
willingness to endure physical hardship to 
complete a task God has given him. 

Then a scribe came and said to Him, 
“Teacher, I will follow You wherever You 
go.” Jesus *said to him, “The foxes have 
holes and the birds of the air have nests, 
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay 
His head.” (Matthew 8:19-20) 

Some references to his hardships may be as 
follows: 

-dangers from my countrymen (Acts 23:12-
35Acts 9:23; 13:45, 50; 14:5; 17:5, 13; 18:12; 
20:3, 19; 21:27; 23:10, 12; 25:3; 1 Thess 2:15) 

-dangers from the Gentiles (Acts 19:23-) 

-dangers in the city (Acts 9:23-25) 

-dangers in the wilderness (Galatians 1:17) 

-three times shipwrecked, dangers on the sea, in 
the deep (Acts 27-28) 

-in hunger and thirst (Philippians 4:12) 

Paul was sleepless in his concern over the 
assemblies. 

He also expresses his “worry” or “concern” over 
the churches.  This worry is in the traditions of 

the prophets, not of a selfish nature (Matthew 
6:25-34), but a concern for others and their walk 
with the Lord.  As Israel tended to stray and 
concern the hearts of the prophets, so to Paul 
concerns himself for the path the churches are 
following. 

v. 30-33 �Paul’s rivals have demeaned his skills, 
so he rhetorically embraces the role of a fool 
they have assigned to him. Implicitly, however, 
he attacks his opponents in his assumed 
rhetorical role as a fool. In other words, he builds 
his reputation on criteria other than what they 
would, while satirically calling himself a fool. 
His criteria are the knowledge of Scripture and 
the call from God, while their criteria are the 
endorsement from worldly institutions, peer 
endorsements, and colorful preaching. He has 
rendered their criteria untrustworthy and 
superficial, while presenting the criteria he 
possesses as deeper, more substantial, and more 
profound.  

Summary 

Paul has made the case for the credentials and 
qualifications we should look for in leaders we 
choose to follow.  We should rightly judge not as 
the world judges but with the way Scripture has 
directed.  Not only was such judgement a 
requirement for the Corinthian church, but is also 
important today in a world that values breadth of 
thought and belief.  Staying ever close to the 
Word of God, to personal knowledge of it and to 
fellowshipping with others who seek truth form 
the revelation it offers is as important today as it 
was in the Corinthian world. 
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2CORINTHIANS 12 

Death to Self 
Our attention on ourselves limits our service to 
God, and others.  Paul addresses the supernatural 
events of his life in chapter 12 and does so while 
pointing out his limits.  In general, when we are 
before others, we wish to appear without 
blemish.  We want to compare favorably in their 
eyes and rise above the rest.  There are many 
ways we can attempt to do this. We can present 
our superior knowledge.  We can present our 
superior appearance.  We can present our 
amazing experiences.  While any of these ways 
to present ourselves is not bad in and of itself, if 
they result in prideful boasting or attention to 
self, is detracts from our service to others and 
God and serves to promote us.  As an 
illustration, it is not wrong to dress nicely or 
casually for an event, but the way we dress can 
distract from the event, the focus can turn from 
the event to us.  The same can be said with 
regard to our speech or the content of our 
conversations.  To check our intent, the question 
we might ask ourselves in any situation is 
whether the attention is on us or on God and 
others. 

Paul had a supernatural vision.  The vision was 
with Messiah alone.  No one else had ever 
experienced such a vision with the resurrected, 
risen and glorified savior.  His experience was 
unparalleled. This alone elevates him above 
many others.  Yet Paul did not wish to relate to 
others based on a superior experience.  Instead, 
he wanted the content and truth of his message to 
be delivered without him being part of it.  He 

wanted his audience to recognize Messiah and 
follow him.  This could not happen if Paul’s 
personal experience entered the discussion.   

God evidently knew that the tendency Paul 
would have to elevate himself before others.  Not 
that Paul is unique, as we all tend to do this.  In 
order for Paul to effectively minister, God 
allowed a “thorn” of weakness to remain in Paul.  
The intent of this thorn was to keep Paul from 
using the experience he had on the road to 
Damascus as a badge of superiority.   By doing 
so, God was securing the efficacy of Paul’s 
ministry to bring the message of Messiah to the 
nations by limiting the glory Paul would receive 
from others. 

“Behold, I have refined you, but not as 
silver; I have tested you in the furnace of 
affliction. For My own sake, for My own 
sake, I will act; For how can My name be 
profaned? And My glory I will not give to 
another.” (Isaiah 48:10-11) 

God wishes to use each of us as ministers.  He 
enables each of us differently, but we sometimes 
begin to insert ourselves too much into the 
ministries and roles he gives us.  We grab a little 
more glory in various ways as time goes by. 
Doing so places what we do at risk.  God does 
not preserve that which bring glory to ourselves. 

No man can lay a foundation other than 
the one which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. Now if any man builds on the 
foundation with gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, straw, each man’s 
work will become evident; for the day 
will show it, because it is to be revealed 
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with fire, and the fire itself will test the 
quality of each man’s work. 
(1Corinthians 3:11-13) 

Verse by verse footnotes: 

v. 1-6 Paul sets a framework for effective 
ministry as he understands it.  In these opening 
verses, he will allude to a personal supernatural 
experience that should qualify him above others 
to maintain authority over other teachers, yet he 
does not present the actual supernatural account 
but is reliant on the content of His message 
instead.  This is important for those especially 
within what is called the “charismatic” 
movement of Christianity.  Impressive gifts and 
talents are regularly on display for others to 
marvel at, while content and truth is often 
lacking or secondary. 

Paul begins his discussion by relating the 
experience of a man who had of a vision and was 
taken into the presence of God (possibly the 
“man” is himself as he attempts to avoid the 
impression of boasting.  The mention of “14 
years ago” matches the timing of his vision of 
Messiah while on the road to Damascus in Acts 
9).  He is careful to respect that vision as being 
known in its fullness only by God and the man, 
not others.  In this roundabout way, he therefore 
relates that he is familiar with such an impressive 
spiritual experience himself and that such visions 
are not primarily for sharing with others, and are 
certainly not for boasting of oneself as being 
more favored or commissioned by God as likely 
the false teachers were doing to attract followers 
(Proverbs 27:2). This experience of Paul’s is 
recorded for us elsewhere by Luke in Acts 9:1-9. 

In his discussion, Paul mentions the man being 
in a “third heaven.”.  This concept is unfamiliar 
to us as gentiles, but is positively used here by 
Paul.  It refers to a Jewish (and other) mystical 
concept of the spiritual realm as one constructed 
and understood to be in layers.  Each layer 
contains different set of experiences, functions 
and revelations. 

It would be best that we do not too quickly gloss 
over Paul’s language here.  Biblical thought and 
consideration save us from accepting trendy 
concepts of the spiritual world that are replete in 
the world yesterday and today.  Eastern 
mysticism promotes meditation and 
mental/spiritual ascension to a divine realm to 
personally experience a heaven of sorts.  Others 
deny themselves of food or sleep or consult the 
stars to taste a bit of eternity. To the contrary, 
biblical writers present one only being “caught 
up” (raptured) into the divine realm.  This 
necessitates the belief that God calls certain 
individuals to experience His presence for a 
specific purpose to carry out His will or deliver a 
message to others in the physical world, 
personally.  Examples include Moses being 
called up the mountain (Exodus 34:1-3), 
Samuel’s calling (1Samuel 3:1-14), Isaiah’s 
vision and commission to preach (Isaiah 6), 
Daniel’s visions (Daniel 7-12) Paul’s vision of 
the risen Messiah (Acts 9:1-19), and John’s 
revelation (unveiling) of the heavens and future 
reign of Messiah (Revelation 1:1-11).  So, it is 
not biblical to agree that people can churn up a 
personal state wherein they can enter the realm 
of heaven. 

As to the concept of heaven (or heavens), the 
visions of previously raptured prophets 
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mentioned above would need to be our guide in 
forming opinion, as well as some passing 
comments from others in the Bible. 

Behold, to the Lord your God 
belong heaven and the highest heavens, 
the earth and all that is in it. (Moses in 
Deuteronomy 10:14) 

But will God indeed dwell on the earth? 
Behold, heaven and 
the highest heaven cannot contain You, 
how much less this house which I have 
built! (Solomon in 1Kings 8:27) 

To Him who rides upon 
the highest heavens, which are from 
ancient times; Behold, He speaks forth 
with His voice, a mighty voice. (David in 
Psalm 68:33) 

Praise Him, highest heavens, And the 
waters that are above the heavens! 
(Psalm 148:4) 

As soon as He was approaching, near the 
descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole 
crowd of the disciples began to praise 
God joyfully with a loud voice for all 
the miracles which they had 
seen, shouting: “Blessed is the King who 
comes in the name of the Lord; Peace in 
heaven and glory in the highest 
[Heavens]!” Some of the Pharisees in the 
crowd said to Him, “Teacher, rebuke 
Your disciples.” (Luke 19:37-39) 

Jewish texts (pseudepigrapha and apocrypha, 
especially Enoch and various Qumran texts) 

parallel this concept of a layering to the spiritual 
realm.  The number of layers varies in different 
literature and is not defined in Scripture, but the 
numbers 3 and 7 prevail. The lowest layer 
contains the concept of “paradise” as a restored 
kingdom on earth, a restoration of Eden, as 
opposed to Gehinnom (“hell”).  Higher levels 
exist with progressive perfection until 
approaching the “highest heaven” where God’s 
will and surrounding perfection is present.  To 
Paul, that level is likely the “third heaven.” 

This section also reminds us that Paul is not 
promoting his teaching based on this 
supernatural vision but on others considering the 
content of his message when compared with 
Scripture.  We should take note of this as 
teachers often wish to attract us away from 
biblical truth as they refer to visions and ideas 
not contained in, or even contrary to, the Bible.  
As it is mentioned in the Torah, 

If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams 
arises among you and gives you a sign or 
a wonder, and the sign or the wonder 
comes true, concerning which he spoke to 
you, saying, ‘Let us go after other gods 
(whom you have not known) and let us 
serve them,’ you shall not listen to the 
words of that prophet or that dreamer of 
dreams; for the Lord your God is testing 
you to find out if you love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your 
soul. You shall follow the Lord your God 
and fear Him; and you shall keep His 
commandments, listen to His voice, serve 
Him, and cling to Him. But that prophet 
or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to 
death, because he 
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has counseled rebellion against 
the Lord your God who brought you from 
the land of Egypt and redeemed you from 
the house of slavery, to seduce you from 
the way in which the Lord your God 
commanded you to walk. So, you shall 
purge the evil from among you. 
(Deuteronomy 13:1-5) 

v. 7-10 It is often said that Paul suffered a 
physical ailment which he refers to here as a 
“thorn.” This conclusion is neither specific nor 
inherent to the text here.  Just as likely would be 
another sort of difficulty or challenge that was 
left by the Lord after Paul had requested its 
removal to have Paul remain humble and seek 
God’s continual grace.   

Examine carefully how the context of Paul’s 
wording, especially the use of “thorn” seems to 
allude to the presence of the Canaanites in the 
Land of Israel as a continued nuisance to lure the 
Israelites away from faithful service to God. 

But if you do not drive out the inhabitants 
of the land from before you, then it shall 
come about that those whom you let 
remain of them will become as pricks in 
your eyes and as thorns in your sides, 
and they will trouble you in the land in 
which you live. (Numbers 33:55) 

Paul’s point, therefore, may not be that God sent 
a physical condition to Paul, but that God had 
not removed the false teachers from Corinth 
despite prayer but would gradually do so though 
the Corinthian’s efforts in the same way He did 
not remove the Canaanites but gave grace and 
waited for the Israelites to respond by removing 

them.  In both cases, continued dependency on 
God is the result of a less than perfect situation 
where unbelievers and tempters remain in the 
midst of the people.  Also in context, the notion 
that an evil spirit remains in the battle for the 
Corinthian hearts to orchestrate the action of 
what Paul has just referred to as “messengers of 
Satan” (11:13-15, 23-33) is possible to the same 
end.  In all, Paul would need to remain humble 
and dependent on God with regard to the false 
teachers.  We also, may ask, why does God not 
remove all falsehood, divisions, charlatans, and 
evil temptation form the world.  The answer may 
be that overcoming those forces continues to 
show who is truly faithful, believing and 
dependent on Him.  His grace continues to be 
necessary and sufficient! 

v. 11-13 Paul alludes to the Kingdom Inversion 
principle to commend himself to the Corinthians 
when compared with the false teachers opposing 
him.  This Kingdom Inversion principle is stated 
elsewhere many ways: 

Sitting down, He called the twelve and 
kept saying to them, “If anyone wants to 
be first, he shall be last of all and servant 
of all.” (Mark 9:35) 

“When someone invites you to a wedding 
feast, do not take the place of honor, for 
a person more distinguished than you 
may have been invited. If so, the host who 
invited both of you will come and say to 
you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, 
humiliated, you will have to take the least 
important place. But when you are 
invited, take the lowest place, so that 
when your host comes, he will say to you, 
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‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then 
you will be honored in the presence of all 
the other guests. 

For all those who exalt themselves will 
be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” (Luke 14:7-
11) 

To some who were confident of their own 
righteousness and looked down on 
everyone else, Jesus told this 
parable: “Two men went up to the temple 
to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 
tax collector. The Pharisee stood by 
himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you 
that I am not like other people—robbers, 
evildoers, adulterers—or even like this 
tax collector. I fast twice a week and give 
a tenth of all I get.’ But the tax collector 
stood at a distance. He would not even 
look up to heaven, but beat his breast and 
said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 
I tell you that this man, rather than the 
other, went home justified before God. 
For all those who exalt themselves will 
be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” (Luke 18:9-
14)  

But seek first His kingdom and His 
righteousness, and all these things will 
be provided to you. (Matthew 6:33) 

Or how can you say to your brother, 
‘Brother, let me take out the speck that is 
in your eye,’ when you yourself do not 
see the log that is in your own eye? You 
hypocrite, first take the log out of your 

own eye, and then you will see clearly to 
take out the speck that is in your 
brother’s eye. (Luke 6:42) 

To summarize, the Kingdom Inversion Principle 
marks a follower of Messiah, that is, humility 
and service to others is the prevailing character 
in all spheres of life. 

Who, being in very nature God, did not 
consider equality with God something to 
be used to his own advantage; rather, he 
made himself nothing by taking the very 
nature of a servant, being made in human 
likeness. And being found in appearance 
as a man, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to death— even death 
on a cross! (Philippians 2:6-8) 

Paul ends the section with a sarcastic request for 
forgiveness to contrast himself with the false 
teachers once again who would likely have been 
receiving remuneration for their ministry 
services to the Corinthians, whereas he did not. 

For in what respect were you treated as 
inferior to the rest of the churches, except 
that I myself did not become a burden to 
you? Forgive me this wrong! 
(2Corinthians 12:13) 

This reminds us of the sarcasm presented to the 
Pharisees by Messiah. 

Jesus answered them, “I showed you 
many good works from the Father; for 
which of them are you stoning Me?” 
(John 10:32) 
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Or while on trial, 

“If I have spoken wrongly, testify of the 
wrong; but if rightly, why do you strike 
Me?” (John 18:22-24) 

In all of Paul’s words, we are challenged to look 
for teachers with a pure heart and pure motives, 
for those who are qualified through their 
handling of the Scriptures, not for those who 
present themselves as perfect nor those who gain 
benefit or accolades from the ministry they offer.  
The attention that comes from sitting before 
them is on God the Father and His Messiah 
rather than on the teacher.  The teacher should be 
glad for your understanding of God and the 
Scriptures rather than remembrance of them. 

v. 14-18 Recall that Paul has visited the 
Corinthians twice, a first visit to establish the 
congregation and a second visit wherein he was 
rejected by many in favor of the false teachers. 
He mentions here the desire to visit for a third 
time.  When announcing that he will return, he 
wants to contrast his ministry with that of the 
false teachers who gain monetary benefit from 
ministry.  He does not and will not.  He seeks 
their fellowship as believers and co-workers in 
the Kingdom instead.  While pointing this out, 
Paul inserts a principle for family life, not in a 
cultural context it seems, but in general. 

…I do not seek what is yours, but I seek 
only you; for children are not responsible 
to save up for their parents, but parents 
for their children. (1Corinthians 12:14) 

While this pertains in the immediate sense to 
Paul’s point that he is not seeking the 

Corinthians money, he also tells us that parents 
should be nurturing and sacrificing and saving in 
part to benefit the next generation, not expecting 
to impose on children to care for them.  Neither 
children, government, nor service to a body of 
believers is a retirement plan. 

v. 19-21 Paul concludes this section with a 
concern which also functions as a warning.  
Instead of the recipient Corinthians assuming 
this letter is all about building Paul’s reputation 
against the false teachers, he summarizes that the 
primary intent is to inform them of his position 
and hope for restored fellowship and common 
belief and ministry.  To Paul, this is less about 
choosing Paul over others, but more about 
choosing God over unscriptural teaching.  
Previously, he has presented the same point this 
way, 

For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and 
another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not 
mere human beings? What, after all, is 
Apollos? And what is Paul? Only 
servants, through whom you came to 
believe—as the Lord has assigned to 
each his task. (1Corinthians 3:4-5) 

When reading the last verse of this section, one 
has to wonder what the false teachers have led 
many in Corinth to believe.  The mention of 
impurity, immorality and sensuality reminds us 
of Paul’s rebuke in 1Corinthians 5.  The 
correction he offers there of permissiveness in 
the name of generosity and grace smacks of the 
church of today.  Tolerance is on trial here with 
Paul and his verdict is, “guilty.”  Watch over 
how much you accommodate unbiblical lifestyle 
in the name of grace.  To Paul, those who are 
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saved will answer to a rebuke with repentance.  
Coddling sin is not the will of God, but the 
technique of Satan and man.  Living a life 
opposed to God’s ways and encouraging others 
to do so is not His will. 

Summary 

When planning your goals in life, take time to 
ponder whether it is for your glory and ease or 
for God’s glory you are doing the things you do.  
Inevitably, we tend to do much of what we do to 
secure glory for ourselves.  Turn to God in 
prayer and He will direct you.  He will give you 
straight paths and keep you healthy in both 
humility and satisfaction as you place Him and 
others above self.  As you turn your plans and 
attention to Him, He will lift you up. 

When men are brought low, you will say, 
'Lift them up!' Thus He will save the 
humble person. (Job 22:29) 
 
A man's pride will bring him low, but a 
humble spirit will obtain honor. 
(Proverbs 29:23) 
 
For everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, and the one who humbles 
himself will be exalted." (Luke 14:11) 
 
But He gives us more grace. This is why 
it says: "God opposes the proud, but 
gives grace to the humble."  …Humble 
yourselves in the presence of the Lord, 
and He will exalt you. (James 4:6,10) 
 
Humble yourselves, therefore, under 

God's mighty hand, so that in due time 
He may exalt you. (1 Peter 5:6) 


